


DOUI..E YOUR MlNEY! For MPLA members, there 
is a way to do it. Here's just how. 

(i) Renew your membership for i955. Mr. 
Charles E. Dalrymple, Librarian, Lincoln City 
Library, Lincoln, Nebraska (Treasurer) is a 
committee of one to welcome your dues -- only 
$2.00 for individual members. Make him happy 
by sending in your two dollars today. 

l2) Read thiti Newsletter carefully. It 
headlines current MPLA news for the new year. 
And while you read, think. Think of ways to 
make our current MPLA projects more successful; 
think of new projects you would like to see 
started. 

(3) After you have thought, send in your 
suggestions. 

(4) Two dollars' worth of thinking, fol
lowed by that kind of action, will MORE than 
double your money for MPLA. It will give you 
more than double in fun and satisfaction. And 
it will make MPLA, with its almost 2,000 mem
bers, one of the most active and strongest re
gional associations in the U.S.A. 

Happy New Year to you -- and MPLA! 

/~~/~~ 
Eulalia Chapman, 
President 

LIBRARIANS' ROUNDUP AND 
RODEO . .11 b Jackson, Wyomrng, w1 e the 
scene of our 1955 annual meeting, 
to be held the third week in Sep
tember. Situated in the midst of 
the beautiful Jackson Hole country, 
with the Tetons forming one of the 
most scenic mountain backgrounds 
in the country, it would be hard 
to find a more ideal spot for a 
convention or a vacation. Why not 
combine both? It's not too early 
to start planning now. 

The exact dates will be de
cided at the Executive Board Meet
ing at Midwinter ALA, and details 
of the program will be announced 
in a later Newsletter; but put a 
red ring around the third week in 
September, right now, and start 
planning your mountain vacation. 

EXECUTIVE BOARD TO HOLD 
MIDWINTER MEETING IN 
CHT C AGO . B d M . An lrxecut1ve oar eet1ng of 

MPLA will be held in connection 
with the MIDwinter meeting of ALA 
at the Edgewater Beach Hotel, Feb
ruary 1-5, 1955. Board members 
will, of course, be notified later 
of the exact date and room number 
of the meeting. 

MEET YOUR OFFICERS AND 
COMMITTEES: M.P.L.A. 

OFFICERS: 1954-55 
PRESIDENT: 
Eulalia D. Chapman, Director Bib
liographical Center for Research, 
Denver Public Library, Denver 2, 
Colorado 
VICE-PRESIDENT AND PRESIDENT-ELECT: 
N. Orwin Rush, Director of Li
braries, Univ. of Wyoming, Laramie, 
Wyoming 
SECRETARY: 
May Gillies, State Librarian, 
Wyoming State Library, Cheyenne, 
Wyoming 
TREASURER: 
Charles E. Dalrymple, Director, 
Lincoln City Libraries. Lincoln, 
Nebraska 
PAST PRESIDENT: 
Arthur H. Parsons Jr., Director, 
Omaha Public Library, Omaha, Neb. 

..-
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EXECUTIVE BOARD: 
The president, vice-president, 
secretary, treasurer, and seven 
other members as follows: 
Colorado c James G. Hodgson, Di
rector of Libraries, Colorado A&M 
College Library, Fort Collins, 
Colorado 
Kansas - Claude Settlemire, _Li
brarian, Hutchinson Public Library 
Hutchinson, Kan. 
Nebraska - Ellen Lord, Librarian, 
Municipal University of Omaha, 
Omaha, Neb. 
North Dakota - H. Dean Stallings 
Librarian, North Dakota Agricul
tural College, Fargo, N. D. 
South Dakota - Dorette Darling, 
Librarian, Homestake Mining County 
Library, Lead, S. D. 
Wyoming - (To be announced later.) 
Utah - (To be announced later.) 
SECTIONAL OFFICERS: 
School, Children and Young People 
Adeline Praulx, Chairman Omaha 
Public School, Omaha, Neb. 
County Library Section 
(To be announced.) 
College and University Section 
Kathryn R. Renfro, Chairman, As
sistant Director for Technical 
Services, Univ. of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Catalogers' Section 
Bernice Paton, Chairman, Kansas 
St ate Co 11 e g e , Manha t t an , Kan . 
Irene Bogan, Vice-Chairman, Colo
rado State College of Education, 
Greeley, Colo. 
Lillian Ekbolad, Secretary-Treas
urer, Lincoln Public Library, 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Public Library Section 
Claude L. Settlemire, Chairman, 
Hutchinson Public Library, Hutch
inson, Kan. 
Special Library Section 
Louis Schultheiss, President, 
Univ. of Denver, Mary Reed Library, 
Denver, Colo. 
CX)MMI'ITEES: 
NOMINATING CX)MMI'ITEE: 
Dorette Darling, Chairman, Home
stake Mining County Library, Lead, 
South Dakota 
Colorado - Margaret G. Reid, Colo
r~o ~rings Publi~ Library, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 



Kansas - Zelia French, Kansas 
Traveling Libraries Commission, 
Topeka, Kan. 
Nebraska - Marguerite N. Johnson, 
Nebraska State Library Commission 
North Dakota - Nellie R. Swanson, 
Minot, N. D., State Teachers 
College 
Wyoming - Dean Krakel, Univ. of 
Wyoming , Laramie, Wyo. 
Utah - Margaret E. Block, Public 
Library, Salt Lalce City, Utah 
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM COMMITTEE: 
Leslie I . Poste, Chairman, Direc
tor School of Librarianship, Univ. 
of Denver, Denver. Colo . 
John Harvey, Librarian Porter 
Library, Kansas State Teachers 
College, Pittsburg, Kan. 
Vernon Loughran, Wyoming State 
Library, Cheyenne, Wyo . 
illNSTITUTION a)~!MITTEE: 
Marjorie Smith, Chairman, Rapid 
City Public Library, Rapid City, 
Sou th Dakota 
Robert Thomas, Librarian Bismarck, 
North Dakota 
Alice O'Donnell , Public Library, 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 
CXX)RDINATING RESOURCES COMMITTEE: 
Malcolm G. Wyer, Chairman . 
Members are to be announced at a 
1 ater date. 
PLANNING a)~iMITIEE: 
Orwin Rush, Univ. of Wyoming, 
Laramie, Wyo. Chairman . 
Jame s G . Hodgson , Di rec tor o f 
Libraries, Colorado A~M College 
Fort Collins, Colo. krdon Bennett, Colorado State 

brary, Denver Colo. 
Ruth Be r gm an , U n i v . o f Sou t h 
Dakota, Vermillion, S. D. 
Mercedes McKay, South Dakota Li
brary Commission, Pierre, S. D. 
Jerome Cushman, Public Library, 
Salina, Kan. 
Milton C. Abrams, Utah State Agri
cultural College, Logan, Utah. 
Frank A. Lundy, University Li
braries, Univ. of Nebraska, Lin
coln, Neb. 
H. Dean Stallings, North Dakota 
Agricultural College, Fargo, N. D. 
PUBLICITY ru1D PUBLICATIONS 
a)f.,MITTEE: 
Miriam E. McNally, Public Rela
tions Planner, Denver, Colorado, 
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Chairman, 1010 E. Ellsworth Ave 
a)LORAOO: . 
Inez Callaway, United States Vet
erans Administration Library 
Grand Junction, Colo. ' 
Eveline Nutter, Librarian, Public 
Library, Delta, Colo. 
Phyllis Osteen, Librarian, Jeff
erson County Public Library, Gol
den, Colo. 
Gordon Bennett, State Librarian 
State Capitol, Denver, Colo . : 
Advisor 
KANSAS: 
Gertrude Mahan, Librarian, Public 
Library, Liberal, Kan. 
Lois Flanagan, Librarian, Public 
Library, Dodge City, Kan. 
Alice Reilly, Librarian, Public 
Library, Manhattan, Kan. 
Zelia French, Kansas Traveling 
Libraries Commission, Topeka, 
Kan . , Advisor 
NEBRASKA: 
Louise Nixon, Executive Secretary, 
Nebraska Public Library Commission 
St at e Cap i t O l , Lin CO l n , Neb . , 
Advisor 
(Other committee members to be 
announced.) 
NOR'ill DAKOTA: 
Eva Barrett, Librarian, Public 
Library, Devils Lake, N. D. 
John Borden, Librarian, State Nor
mal and Industrial College, Ellen
dale, N. D. 
Hazel Webster Byrnes, Director, 
State Library Commission, Bismarck 
N. D., Advisor 
SOUTH DAKOTA: 
Mrs. George Brewster, Librarian, 
Public Library, Deadwood, S. D. 
Mercedes McKay, Director, South 
Dakota State Library Commission, 
Pierre, s . D. , Advisor 
(Other members to be announced.) 
UTAH: 
Elsie Dee Adams, Salt Lake County 
Pub 1 i c Library , Mi ct v a 1 e , Utah 
Leonard !I. Kirkpatrick, Librarian, 
Univ. of Utah, Salt Lake, Utah 
(Other members to be announced.) 
WYOMING: 
Ione McClain, Librarian, Northern 
Wyoming Community College, Sher
idan, Wyo. 
Lois Payson, Librarian, Albany 
CountyLibrary, Laramie, Wyo . 

Bernice Snell, Librarian , Fr emont 
county Library, Land er, Wyo . 
May Gilli e s, Sta t e Libr a rian 
wyo ming Stat e Li bra r y, Advi sor 
PARLIAMENTARIAN: 
Eli zab e th Kno wl es , Librari a n , 
Technic al Libr ar y , Gat es Rubb er 
co., Denv er , Colo . 
SUP ERVI SOR OF EXHI BITS a t t he 
Ann ua l Meeti ng a t J ackso n, Wyo . , 
September 1955: 
Wes l ey Di eter . The Di eter Book 
bi nding Co . , 11 30 23rd St ., Den 
ver, Colo . 

M. P.L.A. AWARD PROJECT 
Th e fo ll ow i ng Award Pro j ect 

has been submit t ed by, Th e Award 
Comm i t t ee - Ca ther in e Ga t es, As
sistant Librari an We l d Co un t y Li 
brary, Greeley, Ch a i rman a nd 
Mal colm G. Wyer . It wi l l be di s 
cussed at the MPLA Exe cu t iv e Board 
Meet in g to be he l d a t Mi dwi nter 
ALA. Pl ease se nd i n your comme nts 
or suggestio ns t o Mr s. Gates 
before t hat time. 
1. TIJE PURPOSE: 

It i s proposed th at MPLA es 
tab li sh an annual awa rd ( 1) t o 
r ec ogn i ze and to honor the Moun
t ain- Plains librarians who con 
tri but e t o the eff ectiv eness of 
th e libr ary profes s ion through 
their publi shed writing , or (2) to 
r eco gnize a library in the Moun
t ain-Plains r eg ion which has made 
di s tinctiv e achi evem ent in pro
moting intere s t in lo c al or r e
gional history . 
I I . THE AWARD: 

The award shall consist of (1) 
a letter of citation and (2) $100 . 
III. THOSE ELIGIBLE: 

A. The award may be made to 
the librarian in the Mountain
Plains region making in the opin
ion of the judges a contribution 
through writing published during 
the year, or 

B. The award may be made to 
the library in the Mountain-Plains 
region making in the opinion of 
the judges the most effective use 
of its collections in promoting 
interest in local or regional 
hi story. 
IV. THE SUBJECT: 

A. The subject for the 
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writing shall pr e f erably be som e 
asp ec t of local or regional his
tory. Howe ve r, an award may be 
mad e for a publication not on 
either of these subj ec t s . 

B. The subj ect of the proj ect 
for th e libr a ry sh all be s om e 
aspe ct of loc a l or r eg ion a l 
hi s tory . 
V. THE FORM: 

Th e condi t i ons of t he awa r d 
shall not l imit t he fo rm of t he 
pub l is hed wri ti ng or of t he pro 
ject of t he lib r ar y to any spe
cific t ype or types. 
VI . JUDGES OF TI-IE AWARD: 

The j udges of the award shall 
be t hree members of MPLA, such 
me mbers to be chosen by the exec
utive board. 
VII . NOMINATIONS OF CANDIDATES: 

Candidates for t he awa r d may 
be no mi nated by any MPLA member. 
Nominations shal l be made i n writ 
ing t o the awa r d judges any tim e 
dur in g t he year un to s i x wee ks 
pr ior to th e dat e of th e a nnual 
mee ting of MPLA. 
VIII . PRESENTATI ON OF THE AWARD : 

The award s hall be pr ese nt ed 
at th e annu al meeting o f MPLA. 

M.P.L .A. LOAN FUND 
ESTABL ISHED 

H. Dean Stallings and hi s com
mitte e hav e proposed a Loan Fund 
to finance up to s i x student s from 
th e MPLA ar ea. Th e r eport, a
dopted at the Topeka meeting, 
follows. Further details and 
plans for publicizing the Fund 
will be announced soon . 

It is proposed that the MPLA 
create and finance six loan funds 
to be used by persons in the seven 
states in the MPLA area to attend 
accredited library schools. A 
qualified person may borrow up to 
$200. 
POLICY: 

The Loan Fund will be admin
istered by a committee of three, 
appointed by the President of 
MPLA . The appointment should be 
for three years, and a new one to 
be appointed each year to provide 
continuity. One of the three 
serving a third year term will be 
maue chairman . 



Applications for the loan may 
be made at any time, and may be 
sent to any member of the commit
tee or any officer of the Asso
ciation who will forward the ap
plication to the chairman of the 
committee. Two librarians' names 
must be given as references. 

Each recipient of a loan must 
sign a promissory note and state 
when and where he is going to li
brary school. If he does not 
attend school at that time, the 
loan is due immediately. 
1HE NOTE: 

The note is to be in the cus
tody of the treasurer of MPLA, and 
payments should be made to him. 
LENG1H OF LOAN: 

The loan shall not run for 
more than one year after the bor
rower completes the period of 
library school stated in his 
application. 
INTEREST: 

The loan shall bear an inter
est rate of one per cent per month 
on the unpaid balance, starting 
the time the borrower finishes the 
period in library school stated in 
the application. 
P AYME.t'ITS: 

The loan may be paid in ten 
equal monthly installments, plus 
interest, or the balance, plus 
interest, may be repaid at any 
time. 

The treasurer is to send a 
monthly statement to anyone owing 
money on one of these loans. 

NEWS FROM COLORADO. 
Catherine Gates, Librarian at 

the Weld County Library, Greeley, 
is the newly-elected President of 
the Colorado Library Association. 
Mr. James Hodgson, Director of 
Libraries at Colorado A&M College, 
is Vice-President and President
Elect. Jim is the photographer 
for both C.L.A and M.P.L.A. and 
is the easiest person to find at 
all conventions. Just follow that 
trail of burnt out flashbulbs. 
Inez Callaway, Librarian at the 
U.S. Veterans Administration Hos
pital in Grand Junction, is the 
Secretary. Phyllis Dunham remains 
as Treasurer until January, when 
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she relinquishes the post to 
L1ll1an Cooper of the Universit 
of Colorado. The 1955 Annuai 
Meeting of the Association Will b 
held at Boulder. e 

Barbara Hurley, Librarian f 
the Medical Library of the Ci~ 
and County of Denver, decided thai 
she. need_ed that vacation after 
moving into her new Library 
Barbara is now on a three week 
trip to Puerto Rico. There are 
only twelve other passengers on 
board the freighter on which she 
is travelling. 

Our congratulations go to 
Elizabeth Reed, Librarian of the 
Denver Public Schools Professional 
Library, who was married on De
cember 8th to Edwin Shooter of 
Denver. 'Webo' was a great fa
vorite both at the Professional 
Library and at the University of 
Denver School of Librarianship. 

NEBRASKA NOTES. 
Nebraska Librarians recently 

voted Ellen Lord, Librarian at the 
Municipal University of Omaha, to 
be President of the Nebraska Li
brary Association. Ellen is faced 
with the arduous task of building 
a new library, but manages to 
squeeze in time for the work of 
the State Association. New Offi
cers selected to work with her are 
Ruth Milder, Wayne Public Library, 
Vice-President and President-Elect 
Harriet Lute, North Platte Public 
Schools, secretary. 
Frances Hess, Chadron State Teach
ers College, Treasurer. 
Alice Paine, Kearney State Teach
ers College, A.L.A. Counsellor. 

WORD FROM SOUTH DAKOTA 
Last Fall Evelyn Brew st er, 

Librarian at the Deadwood Public 
Library, was hostess at the south 
Dakota Library Association Meet
ing. Evelyn will continue he: 
work as President of the Asso 
ciation this year and will be as
sisted by Lucille Vickers, Re~
erence Librarian at the Universi y 
of south Datrnta, Vermillion, as 

· e over-Vice-President. M. Bern1ec ·ty . · coun ton, Librarian ol _the Tripp and 
Library, Winner, is Treasurer 

orena M. cooper, Librarian of the 
Public Library at Brookrngs_ se_rves 
as secretary of the . Assoc1at1on. 

THE KANSAS SCENE. 
The December issue of the Kan

sas Library Bulletin contains the 
excellent address by Gretchen 
Knief Schenk, INGREDIENTS FOR 
MAGIC, which she gave at the sec
ond general session of_ the MPLA
KLA joint conference 1n Topeka, 
October 7, 1954. All persons in 
MPLA who registered for the con
ference will receive copies of 
the Kansas Library Bulletin. 
other persons in the area who wish 
a copy may receive it free by 
writing to the editor, Zelia J. 
French, Traveling Libraries Com
mission, Topeka, Kansas. 

Much significant discussion 
concerning library needs and pro
motion in Kansas was heard at the 
Rural Reading Conference held on 
the campus of the Kansas State 
Teachers College, Emporia, Novem
ber 1fi and 17, 1954. About one 
hundred representatives of Home 
Demonstration Units, P.T.A. 's, the 
CIO, Business and Professional 
Women's Clubs and Federated Wom
en's Clubs spent the two days 
listening to such outstanding 
speakers as Alfred Stefferud, 
editor of 'The Wonderful World of 
Books,' s. Janice Kee, Public 
Library Division of ALA, and panel 
speakers, John Edward, League of 
Kansas Municipalities, Ruth G. 
Gagliardo, Kansas State Teachers 
Association, and Zelia J. French, 
Traveling Libraries Commission. 
Co-sponsoring the event was the 
Agriculture Extension director, 
Carl Tjerendsen, Kansas State 
College, Manhattan, and his staff. 

More on the subject of the 
Rural Reading Conference held at 
Emporia, Claude Settlemire Li
brarian of the Hutchinson P~blic 
Library, says: 'Dr. Eaton was 
Chairman and ~he meeting was a 
wonderful experience. In fact, I 
think it was one of the best con
ferences I have been fortunate 
enough to attend.• 

Lucy Burkholder, who became 
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the new President of the Kansas 
Library Association, writes that 
Mary Moore of the Topeka Public 
Library will . serve for two years 
as the Treasurer of the Associ
ation. Apart from her numerous 
official duties, Lucy has been 
kept busy by the busy program of 
the Abilene Public Library. Dur
ing the recent book week held 
there, over 2500 books were 
checked out. The population of 
the city is 6000. 

William Baehr, Librarian at 
Kansas State College, Manhattan, 
tells us that a two-day forum on 
Water Resources was held on his 
campus November 29 and 30. It 
undoubtedly aroused the interest 
of the people of Kansas in one of 
the major problems of the Mountain 
Plains area. The significance of 
coordination of thought in all 
fields among the people of the 
Mountain-Plains States cannot be 
over-emphasized. M.P.L.A. is one 
of the pioneers of such coordin
ation. 

NORTH DAKOTA COMMENTARY. 
Caroline G. Lybeck, Assistant 

Librarian at - the University of 
North Dakota, Grand Forks, will 
serve as President of the North 
Dakota Library Association. One 
of her recent appointments was 
that of Hazel Webster Byrnes, who 
will act as a liaison member be
tween the Washington office of the 
American Library Association and 
the N.D.L.A. 

The North Dakota Library Work
shop Series was held at Devils 
Lake on October 9th, 16th, 30th, 
and November 6th. Mrs. Byrnes, 
Director of the State Library Com
mission supervised the work. She 
was ably assisted by Anne Haugaar~ 
Librarian of the High School at 
Harvey; Clenora Quanbeck, Librar
ian of the State Teachers College 
at Mayville, and Miss Darlene 
Fu l s a as , Schoo l L i b r a r i an at 
Devils Lake. The series is re
reported to have been so success
ful that calls have come from sev
eral parts of the State for sim
ilar workshops. 



Othr· nr wly appointed Office r s 
of N.D . L A. are Els i e Barr, Li 
bra r ian at the Cooperstown Public 
Li brary, as Vice - President, and 
Cl e nora Quanbeck as Secretary
Treasurer. 

WYOMING NEWS. 
Rose Mary Malone, Librarian of 

the Natrona County High School is 
~he new President of the Wyoming 
Library Association. May Gillies, 
State Librarian of Wyoming is 
Vice-President. The Secretary is 
Betty Correy, of the Platte County 
Library, and Mrs. Armand Picard, 
Librarian of Worland Junior High 
School acts as Treasurer. 

Of interest to other librar
ians in the region is the marriage 
of Mary Martinez, lately of the 
Wichita Library and former li
brarian at Carbon County Library, 
to Fr ank Mace of Saratoga, Wyoming 
October 1 fi. Mr. Mace is asso
ciated with his brother in t he 
rrocery business in Saratoga, 
where he and his wife a r e now 
making the i r home. 

It may al so be of f urt her i n
te r est t o readers of t he MPLA 
Ne ws l etter t o l earn t hat when Mr s. 
Mace was librari an a t t he Car bon 
County Lib rary i n Ra wlins , that 
libr ary won t he 1948 John Cot ton 
Dana Awar d f or c i ties of 10,000 
or less popul at ion . 

In August , 1954, the Communi ty 
College in Sherid an, Wyo ming mov ed 
from a small , new , but totally in
adequ at e building whi ch was bein g 
leased from the St at e Board of 
Charities and Reform to th e old 
Sheridan County Memorial Hospital 
buildings which had been vacated 
when the County acquire d a new 
hospital. 

Getting the libr ary settled in 
a wing containing thirteen rooms 
was a terrific problem. But, 
things are running smoothly now , 
and everybody seems happy with the 
new quarters . 

We are maintaining in the 
College Library of the Community 
College a small book store where 
we sell nothing but paper bound 
books. The selection features 
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th ese series: Pocket Bo oks of 
A1t, Vi ntage Books, Anchor Books 
Pengu in and Pel _ic ans, and ,nany 
othe r s . The business is thriving 
and the best books in t he stock 
are us u al l y t he best sellers . 

The new Librarian of the 
Albany Co un ty Library at Laramie 
i s Lois B. Payson. Mrs. Stafford 
wi l l remain at the Library to do 
cataloging in a part time capacity. 

UTAH NEWS. 
The Annual meeting of the Utah 

Library Association was held Dec
ember 4 at westminister College in 
Salt Lake City. John G. Church 
Librarian and director of audio~ 
visual material at Westminister 
College, was elected President. 
Other officers include: Ann Smith 
Librarian , Utah Agricultural Col
lege Logan, Uta h - 1st Vice
President; Sister M. Jero'l:ita, 
Librarian, St. Mary of theWasatch, 
Salt Lake City - 2nd Vice-Presi
dent; Lola Johanson, Salt Lake 
County Midvale, Library Staff -
Secretary- Treasurer. 

Ruth Vine Tyl er, Librarian of 
t he Salt Lake County Library in 
Midval e, Utah is atte ndi ng U. C. 
L.A. at Los Ange l es under an Adult 
Ed ucati on i n ternship awarded 
t hro ug h ALA. She re ports t hat she 
wil l be back on t he job in Sep
t em ber 1955. Loui se Cri tch l ow, 
As s i stant Li br arian i s acti ng in 
her ab sence . 

Leonar d H. Kirkpat r ic , Librar
i an , University of Ut ah has s erved 
as Chairman of t he Bi bliogr aphical 
Center this year and found t i me to 
writ e a birthday book for chi ldren. 
HOW OLD ARE YOU? It will be pub
li s hed by Ab e l and Schu ste r in 
October , 1955 . 

THE CITY DESK. 
The new President of the Den

ver District Library Association 
is Stuart Baillie, Librarian of 
Mary Reed Library , University of 
Denver . Frances Lunbeck , Refer
ence Librarian at Mary Reed, is 
Vice-President. Acting as sec
retary is Phyllis Osteen, Librar
ian of the Jefferson County 
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Library , Golden. The balloting 
for the office of Treasurer re
sulted in an equal number of vot es 
being cast for Florence Wilson of 
the catalog Department of the Den
ver Public Library, and Mr. Adrian 
nor zwe iler , Librarian at Regis 
college . Adrian got the post on 
the flip of a coin . 

The el ections of the Associ 
ation wer e conducted in the new 
Library of Color ado School of 
Mines , at Golden . Construction of 
this extremely modern building was 
s tarted in August 1953, and will 
have its formal op ening early in 
195 5. Th e total cost of the Li
brary will be $720 ,00 0 and will 
have a stack capacity of 200,000 
volumes . According to Ray Dick 
ison , Librarian at Mines, the 
gr eater part of the existing li 
brary has already been transferred 
to the new building . 

Robert Ancell, Head of the 
Technical Reference Section, Tech
nical Library of the U.S . Bureau 
of Reclamation in Denver, is re
s igning to accept a position at 
Kirkland Air Force Base, Albuquer 
que, New Mexico. Bob has been an 
efficient administration expert 
and he will be missed by all Li
brarians in the Denver area. 

A worm FROM THE BIBLIO
GRAPHICAL CENTER. 

The Index to Masters Theses of 
the Rocky Mountain Region is now 
on file at the Center and is a
vailable for consultation by in
terested scholars. The index con
tains 9 ,842 Masters Theses from 21 
institutions, written during the 
period from 1940 to 1952. The 
list includes 1035 items from Ar
izona, 4424 from Colorado, 729 
from New Mexico , 3135 from Utah, 
and 519 from Wyoming. The index 
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was comoiled by Charles Gardner , 
now Circulation Librarian at Colo
rado State College of Education at 
Greel ey , an d Mr. and Mrs . Donald 
Wright , now Librarians at the 
Detroit Public Library . The pro
ject was in partial fulfilment of 
the Master of Arts degree at the 
Universi.ty of Denver School of 
Librarianship . 

The File a mile project is now 
swinging into motion . Denver Dis 
trict , as well as special Librar
ians, have elected to continue the 
Filing Bee which was started at 
the Annual Meeting of the Biblio
graphical Center in May 1954 . 
Half a million cards require sort 
ing and filing. The Organi zation 
Committee for this project , con 
sists of: Stuart Baillie , Uni 
versity of Denver , Chairman ; 
Lucille Durzo , Bibliographical 
Center ; Margaret Metcalf, Univer 
sity of Denver; Louis Schultheiss , 
Univ ersity of Denver , Special Li 
braries; Charlotte Meyer, De nver 
Public Library, Public Libraries . 

The Director of the Center has 
set a t arget date of January 1q 5fi 
to have all regional cards filed . 
Thirty Libr a rians have already 
sign ed up to cooperate with th e 
filing . Construction of the new 
Denver Public Library buildin g 
continues on schedul e, with an ex
pected compl etion date by January 
195fi. At that time all Union Cat 
alog Cards are to be transferred 
to the new library. 

We have had twenty-one new 
members this year at th e Center. 
Ten are from Denver and Colorado. 
One from Kansas , one from Nebr ask a , 
three from New Mexico, one from 
New York , and five from South Da
kota. The 1954 Annual Report of 
the Bibliographical Ce nter will 
give all details . 



1954 - A BUSY YEAR FOR M.P.L.A.! Important 
and progressive activities of the Mountain
Plains Library Association as a strong regional 
association, were described in the annual re
port of the president for i953-54, Arthur H. 
Parsons, Jr., at the business meeting at Topeka, 
Kansas, October 7, i954. 

A brief summary of Parsons' report follows: 
During the past ye a r, the act iv i t i es and 

accomplishments of the Mountain-Plains Library 
Association have been those of a strong region
al association, contributing to the progress of 
library service in the seven-state area. These 
activities may be itemized as follows : 

i. A contribution to the Bibliographical 
Center for Research to purchase valuable bib
liographies. 

2. The drafting of a "Statement of Func
tions" of the Regional Planning Committee to 
guide that group in its activities. 

3. The establishment of six $200 Scholar
ship Loans. 

4 . Progress in establishing an annual award 
for production of bibliographical work of a 
regional nature. 

The rejection of our request for a sub
grant in adult education to develop the Oahe 
Regional Library project should not deter us 
from continuing to work for such a regional 
service in the area and the Planning Committee 
will continue to work on the project. 

The holding of a full-fledged joint meeting 
with a state association as this one with the 
Kansas Library Association, should contribute 
to stronger state and regional association re
lationships and thereby to stronger library 
service . 

This has been a year of satisfaction to me, 
personally, and I express here my thanks to of
ficers, Board members and committee members up
on whose advice and assistance I have often 
leaned. The progress of the Mountain-Plains 

Library Association has truly come about through 
joint efforts. 

Arthur H. Parsons, Jr . 
President, i953-54 

Official Publication of 

MOUNTAIN-PLAINS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Volume III, No. 1 January 1955 






