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PROLOGUE TO A PROGRAM FOR THE MPLA 

Probably the most tangible fruit of 
membership in MPLA will be the 
quarterly magazine if we can con
tinue to keep it going. It is an expen
sive enterprise, but one which most 
members seem to appreciate. With the 
approval of the board at its meeting 
in Logan I invited Orwin Rush to stay 
on as advertising manager this year. 
We promised him limited secretarial 
help if he would do it. My own feeling 
is that if the President of the associa
tion has to take a tremendously active 
concern in the quarterly, I would rather 
be on the editorial end instead of the 
business end. Yet, so long as I am talk
ing about "druthers," I druther not be 
either. 

We need certain committees to keep 
our work going. I have written the 
various state association presidents for 
suggestions, and should have a full 
committee list to present to the mem
bers by the time of the next issue. At 
this date, I can say that Milt Abrams 
has agreed to serve as Chairman of the 
Nominating Committee and Mercedes 
McKay agreed to serve as Chairman of 
the A wards Committee. Horace Moses 
has agreed to remain Chairman of the 
Membership Committee, and the whole 
committee will remain intact this year 
unless I receive indignant resignations 
immediately. 

At the suggestion of the Executive 
Board, members of the Awards Com
mittee are urged this year to work out 
nominations and awards for small 
libraries in the region. Board members 
are unanimously agreed that the pub
licity and good will which came to the 
small libraries are a tremendous asset. 
This is one way we can help our 
colleagues. 

By LEONARD H. KIRKPATRICK, Librarian 
University of Utah, Salt Lake City, 
President, MPLA 

It has also been suggested that at 
least one section of our quarterly be 
devoted to Librarianship as a Career. 
It would be nice if this could be the 
type of an insert which could be pulled 
out and posted on library bulletin 
boards. If each library in our region 
could influence one or two youngsters 
into considering library work as a pro
fession , we would come a long way 
towards meeting the shortage of 
librarians. 

Very probably there will be a meet
ing of the board of our group at the 
time of the Midwinter meeting. 
Whether or not your president can 
attend this meeting may in part be 
determined by the results of the elec
tion in Utah. One of our candidates 
for Governor is strong in his opposition 
for out of state travel for anyone other 
than himself. 

As many of you know, your officers 
have agreed in principle that our an
nual meeting should be in August 
whenever possible. This will enable 
school and college librarians to attend. 
We also agreed to meet jointly with the 
Pacific Northwest Library Association 
September 5, 6 and 7, 1957, in Bozeman, 
Montana. We realize that this will be 
third time in succession we have met in 
a Western area of our region. Yet, we 
feel that those who can not come west 
should be able to attend the Kansas 
City meeting of the ALA. As a matter 
of fact the philosophy of regional groups 
has been to try to serve areas not served 
by the annual ALA meeting. 

If any readers have criticisms or sug
gestions of any of these items; your new 
President just loves to receive and 
answer letters. Please let me hear from 
you. 



are some of the highlights of the 1956 
MPLA Conference at Logan, Utah . Those 
of us who were there regret the inadequacy 
of words to tell those of you who were not, 
the incredible beauty of the site, the friend
liness and helpfulness of our Utah hosts, 
and the lively spirit of the sessions. But we 
hope that these proceedings will at least 
give an indication, and to those who were 
fortunate enough to attend, a reminder. 

Special thanks are due lo the then MPLA 
Secretary, Alice E. Paine, Librarian of !he 
State Teachers College, Kearney, Nebraska, 
for her yeoman work in reporting the busi
ness meeting, the general sessions, and 
many of the section meetings, and for sum
marizing many of them for publication. 

The public and county library section will 
be reported in a later issue of the Quarter
ly featuring the "New Public Libary Stand
ards," the subject of their meeting. 

The newly elected MPLA officers for 1956-
57 are announced in the contents page of 
this issue. In addi1ion to Leonard H. Kirk
patrick, President (Prologue· to a Program 
for MPLA, Page 1) the other officers are: 
Vice President and President-Elect - Lora 
Crouch, Librarian, Public Library, Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota; Secretary - Mrs. Kath
ryn Gesterfield, Librarian, Public Library, 
Scottsbluff, Nebraska; and Treasurer: Robert 
Thomas, Librarian, Public Library, Hutchin
son, Kansas. All power to them for an 
active and successful year! 
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HERITAGE OF PIONEERS* 

By MIRIAM E. Mc NALLY, Denver, Colorado 
Editor of the Mountain-Plains Library Quarterly 

The Quarterly is port of a pioneering movement - library coop-
eration - which in true Western tradition is open ing new frontiers 
for better library service throughout our region. 

This spring, announcement was made 
of a "new" Mountain-P lains L ibrary 
Quarterly to be a voice for our re
gional Mountain-P lains Library Asso
ciation. For a few minutes, let's con
sider just how "new" the Quarterly 
really is, perhaps how new the Associa
tion is. 

Not any newer, perhaps, than the 
land itself - the vast and varied land 
of our seven western states. The land 
of towering mountains, and fertile val
leys, and broad plains, and sandhills; 
flatlands, and high, wide plateaus. It's 
a land of stretching prairies; a land 
where sometimes the wind just blows 
because there's nothing to stop it. This 
is the land where blue sky and clouds 
are as important a part of the land
scape as the earth itself. It is an in
credibly rich land, in the earth, under 
the earth, and in the over-arching sky. 

What of the people who came to live 
on and with this land? Certainly the 
Quarterly is no newer than they are. 
They are here because they match the 
land. First of all they are pioneers; if 
they weren't they wouldn't be here. 
(They would still be huddled in the 
cramped and overcrowded eastern sea
board.) They are people who like el
bow room, literally and figuratively: 
they like to stretch up and out, to move 
about, to see the horizon - a long hori
zon if they want to. 

They are a courageous people. They 
are a vigorous and vital people. And 
they are tough and determined people, 
because it takes vigor, toughness, en
durance and independence to be a 
farmer, a rancher, a schoolteacher, a 
professor, a miner, or a businessman in 
the Mountain-Plains region. 

These mountain-plains people have a 
way of life as different from that of 
their fellow-American east of Ohio as 
*Report given at the first general session of the 
Logan Conference. 
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their horizon is different, the land is 
different, and the very air they breathe 
is different. These are people incredibly 
rich - not in mere terms of money, but 
in terms of breadth of outlook, and the 
abundance and power of the qualities 
that make a nation, and a region, great. 

And what of the libraries and the 
librarians in this vast and varied re
gion? Certainly, the Quarterly is no 
"newer" than they are. They are a 
part of this land, and of these people. 
They, too, are pioneers, and they live 
with the faith and conviction of pio
neers. When an earlier generation 
tamed the wilderness with one hand, 
they often started libraries with the 
other. This present library generation, 
building on these intrepid beginnings, 
goes forward undaunted by non-ex
istent or shoe-string budgets, meager or 
inadequate collections, low salaries, and 
lack of public understanding of the 
necessity for vigorous and healthy li
braries in the life of our region and of 
our free nation - of library service for 
all the people. 

A less resolute and dedicated group 
might have been discouraged, even 
downhearted, but not librarians, nor 
the small group of enlightened citizens 
equally devoted to libraries and library 
service for all the people. Like their 
frontier forefathers who made a desert 
"to blossom as the rose," these people 
with faith, vision and unselfish deter
mination have made a victory of what 
might have been defeat. In a sparsely 
settled and sparsely libraried region, 
they have marshalled a resistless power 
- the overwhelming power of coopera
tion. By this power they have built a 
cooperative library agency that has 
been of such practical help to the peo
ple of the Mountain-P lains region that 
it has since become a model of regional 
library cooperation around the world. 

Having established the Bibliograph-
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ical Center, these same librarians -
using this same power and these same 
pioneer qualities, established a regional 
library association. The purpose was, 
of course, to carry forward and extend 
the power of cooperation to other 
fields. These are the fields dealt with 
in this conference - education for li
brarianship in the Mountain-Plains re
gion, library buildings in the region, 
"toward better cataloging," special li
brarianship, university and college 
librarianship, better library service for 
young people, extension of library serv
ice, trustee organization, and the great, 
the unparalleled opportunity of the Li
brary Services Act. 

It is not accident that the Mountain
Plains Library Quarterly made its ap
pearance in this eventful year. In fact, 
it was inevitable. The activities of this 
year were ready to be recorded, to be 
given wide circulation, to be focused, 
interpreted, improved, strengthened. 
In fact, to be uttered with energy and 
authority, in every corner, and in every 
library of the region. 

To do this, the Association has built 
the Quarterly cooperatively - as it has 
done everything. Libraries and li
brarians in every state have helped 
create and are increasingly supporting 
it - through the Executive Committee, 
the Editorial Board and Committee, 
through memberships and subscrip
tions, through articles and ideas, and 
letters of encouragement and sugges
tion - not only from every state - but 
from every type and size of library 
throughout the region. 

The challenge of pioneering is that 
there are always new frontiers to con
quer. None of the activities of our As
sociation - our not yet ten years old 
Association - are as effective as they 
should be and can be. But the power 
of cooperation and library service which 
brought them into being carries with it 
the power and the ability to increase, 
strengthen, and improve them. Because 
the Library Quarterly is part of our 
Mountain-Plains land, our Mountain
Plains people, and our Mountain
Plains librarians - it is ready to record 
the ever-increasing growth and effect
iveness of library activities of the As
sociation and the Region. 
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A LIBRARIAN ON CAPITOL HILL* 

By JULIA D. BENNETT, Director 
Washington Office of the 
American Library Assccia(ion 

A fascinating story of Federal legislation important to libra ries, 
with suggestions as to what we can do to he lp implement the Libra ry 
Services Act. 

1956 has been a very exciting year for 
a librarian on Capitol Hill. In this year, 
the library profession achieved a great 
victory with the passage of the Library 
Services Act. Its passage culminated a 
ten-year effort for major legislation 
which would give much-needed assist
ance to the development and extension 
of public library service to our rural 
areas. The Library Services Act is the 
first piece of legislation wholly drafted 
and supported by the library profession 
in the U. S . Congress. True, we have 
worked with other groups in the draft
ing of legislation and we have seen 
some of these measures enacted, but 
the Library Services Act is wholly ours. 
We took it each step of the way; we 
selected the sponsors, worked to have 
it introduced, then to reach committee 
consideration, and finally floor action 
in both Houses. This is an achievement, 
for it is no simple matter to get a 
measure through the Congress. 

Recently I have been asked by a 
number of people, "What will the 
Washington Office staff do now that the 
Library Services Act has passed?" My 
immediate reply is that we must safe
guard what we have won. The passage 
of the Library Services Act gave us an 
authorization for $7,500,000 each year 
for a five-year period, but it did not 
provide those funds. This must be done 
separately and each year. It may take 
at least two years to insure that the full 
authorization is appropriated each year. 

Besides the Library Services Act, 
there are numerous other measures 
which have either direct or indirect im
plications for libraries. So that you will 
have a better idea of what a librarian 
on Capitol Hill does, I would like to 
mention a few of these measures which 
''Given at the banquet meetin g of the MPLA Confer
ence at Logan. 
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are important to us: postal legislation, 
internal revenue, customs regulations, 
copyright laws, libraries here and 
abroad, government publications and 
their distribution, civil service regula
tions, depository libraries, surplus 
property, Federal appropriations to the 
Library of Congress, U. S . Office of 
Education, the State Department and 
the U. S. Information Agency. 

Several of these were important 
problems to us during the past Con
gress, and loom ahead as items on 
which we will be working in the next 
Congress - the 85th. I would like to 
tell you about a few of these categories. 

The first one is the postal field be
cause it affects all of our libraries and it 
also affects all of us as individuals. An
other reason for choosing it is that it 
will show you the length of time we 
work on some measure in each Con
gress and the methods we use to accom
plish the ends we seek. Sometimes we 
are successful and sometimes not. 

In the Congress which adjourned at 
the end of July, the Administration was 
exceedingly anxious to secure the 
passage of a postal rate bill. Twice the 
Postmaster General sent a drafted bill 
to the Congress with the request that it 
be introduced. It was - first in Janu
ary 1955 and again in February 1956. 
These bills were almost identical. In 
1955 no action was taken by either 
House. In 1956, however, the House 
Post Office and Civil Service Commit
tee held hearings for almost two 
months. The bill passed the House in 
July. The Senate did not seem inclined 
to pass this rate bill, but did schedule 
hearings. Just prior to adjournment, 
the Senate Committee voted to take no 
action on the bill, but stated that it 
would take up the postal rate increase 
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question as a first item of business in 
the next Congress. We can surely 
watch for it, and no doubt the provi
sions will be similar. 

Also in the postal field there was a 
Postal Classification Bill. This bill was 
very important to libraries. For several 
years librarians had hoped that some
thing could be done to rectify the dis
crepancies in postal classifications as it 
affected library materials. College and 
university libraries continually spoke 
of theses which even though bound as 
a book, had to go first class because 
they were typewritten. State library 
agencies and large public libraries felt 
something should be done about the 
separate packaging of library materials 
even though sent to the same person to 
answer the same request, simply be
cause they covered items which were 
not recognized under the library book 
rate as were books and films. 

Postal Classification Bill 
The ALA had considered drafting a 

bill to cover these items and did work 
toward that end in an earlier Congress, 
but prospects for passage were slight if 
libraries tackled the problem alone. In 
1955 we found others with similar in
terests and developed a package bill 
covering a variety of items. There were 
the music publishers who could mail 
books of music at the book rate, yet 
the same music in sheets had to go at 
a higher rate. There were the educa
tional testing people whose tests, once 
marked with a pencil or pen either by 
check mark or written word, had to go 
first class. And there were authors 
whose manuscripts must go first class 
because typewritten. This package bill 
was designed to readjust the postal 
classification so that these various addi
tional materials might be allowed to go 
through the mails at the book rate and 
the library book rate. Most significant 
to libraries are the following: bound 
volumes of periodicals, scholarly bib
liography, bound typewritten theses, 
mounted pictures, clippings. The bill 
also asked that the present geographical 
zoning limits be removed and that the 
permit requirement be eliminated. 

Once the bill was drafted, numerous 
other national organizations joined 

NOVEMBER, 1956 

forces. The bill was introduced into 
both Houses of Congress with bi
partisan support, and passed the Sen
ate in June 1955. House hearings were 
held by a five-man Subcommittee 
which went well, but there the bill hit 
a snag. Four of the five members were 
favorable, but the one who was not was 
the chairman. He refused to call a 
meeting of the Subcommittee. If we 
could have gotten that meeting sched
uled, the bill would have passed. We 
finally decided to tie the bill in with 
the Postal Rate Bill and, therefore, get 
it out from under that Subcommittee. 
Here we were successful, and when the 
House Committee reported the rate 
bill, the items of the classification were 
included in the domestic section. Our 
success was short-lived, for as I told 
you, the rate bill did not reach the 
Senate floor. We must now start over 
on our classification bill in the next 
Congress. 

Now for a quick rundown of a few 
others which will be before us in 1957. 

When the new Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954 was passed, a new section 
affecting charitable contributions was 
added. Under it, contributions of in
dividuals to hospitals, churches, and 
educational institutions were allowed 
an extra 10 per cent deduction. While 
college, university, and school libraries 
fall within this new category, public 
libraries are exempt because the defi
nition of an educational institution by 
the Treasury Department is one having 
a faculty and a student body. A meas
ure was introduced in the 84th Con
gress to amend the new section of it by 
including the words "public library." 
No action was taken. It will be reintro
duced in the next Congress. 

Many requests have come to the 
Washington Office asking that we work 
for an amendment to the surplus prop
erty act to include public libraries and 
the state library agencies. Here again 
school libraries and college and univer
sity libraries are already eligible. Ef
forts for this amendment will be made 
in 1957. 

Since I have talked so much about 
legislation, you may think I spend all 
my time on specific legislation. But 
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actually, less than half my time goes 
into direct work with legislation. Just 
keeping up with legislation could be a 
full-time job, but there are ways to sim
plify this task. I use every shortcut 
about which I can learn. The daily 
reading of the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD is essential to know what is 
going on. It would be nice to have the 
CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY, 
but its cost is too high for our Office, 
and there are other digests which help 
a great deal, and we subscribe to those. 
Also, I belong to several informal lun
cheon groups of lobbyists which meet 
once or twice a month to exchange in
formation. These clearing house groups 
are wonderful, for you pick up not only 
the facts, but many ways and where
fores which never appear in print. 

ALA Representation 
Washington is a conference city, and 

fortunately for our profession, ALA is 
often asked to be represented. The 
Director of the Washington Office 
serves in this capacity whenever pos
sible. There are weeks when this be
comes a great burden, especially when 
a heavy legislative program is under
way at the same time. 

Our Office serves as liaison for li
brarians to governmental departments, 
National organizations located in Wash
ington, and in some instances to Con
gressional offices and Committees. In 
turn, we also serve as liaison for these 
groups to the library profession. Our 
phone rings constantly and our daily 
mail is very heavy. 

I hope I have been able to show you 
through words a little of what we do in 
the Washington Office. We have a big 
year ahead of us. The passage of the 
Library Services Act was really our 
first step. We must see that the money 
for implementation is provided by the 
Congress annually, and we must con
tinue to work for the legislation which 
will be most beneficial to our libraries 
in their service to the people. For this 
we will be working in Washington, but 
you too must work with your Senators 
and Representatives. Make them li
brary-minded. Keep them informed 
and we will have their interest and 
support. 
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THE MPLA IN AN EVENTFUL YEAR* 
By JAMES G. HODGSON, Librarian 

Colorado A & M College, 

Fort Collins, Colorado 

The "keynote speech" of the Logan Conference sets forth the 
worth of our aims, and practical ways to meet the challenge of our 
opportunities. 

This is an eventful year in which we 
hold the eighth annual meeting of 
MPLA ( or the ninth if you count the 
1948 Conference at which we were or
ganized). 

First of all, the Association has come 
of age with the starting of our new 
Mountain-Plains Library Quarterly. 
After all, we cannot claim maturity un
til we do have a regular publication. 
Secondly, the American Library Asso
ciation has come up with its new 
standards for public library service. 
But most important of all, it has been 
during this year that the Library Serv
ices Act has been passed by Congress, 
and we should sense some of the reac
tions of a revival in our attempts to 
give to every person in each of the 
states real library service. Nowhere 
should this revival be more important 
than in our Mountain-Plains region be
cause of our large proportion of rural 
population. And in no other area will 
any progress be the result of overcom
ing so many obstacles, merely because 
of the greater distances that we find 
between larger centers. . 

What we face in the next few years 
is an opportunity to give real library 
service to the rural areas of our region. 
In the process we will have to face up 
to the challenge given us by the A.L.A. 
standards in the development of larger 
units of service. To get those results 
we must also work for the reinforce
ment of our state agencies so that they 
can provide the leadership that will 
make these next five years as pro
ductive as the opportunity now prom
ises. 

It is logical that we should start our 
thinking about these next years ahead 
with a consideration of the new Public 
Library Standards of the A.L.A. The 

*Given at the first general session of the Logan 
Conference. 
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basic assumptions behind these new 
standards are much the same as those 
behind the old "Post War Standards," 
but certain of the more specific pro
visions of the old standards have been 
left out and certain more general state
ments substituted. We must also recog
nize that the central thought here is the 
necessity for larger units of library 
service. Library experience has indi
cated that this is sound reasoning, but 
it means that we, particularly we 
librarians of the Mountain-Plains re
gion, must so adjust our own thinking 
that we do not plan too small. Above 
all, we must remember that a large unit 
now means at least 50,000 to 100,000 
population, and that the old one dollar 
per capita support is inadequate. 

The Library Services Act was passed 
because of the concerted activities of 
librarians over the whole of the United 
States, under the leadership of the 
A.L.A. Back of the move was a strong 
feeling that if we ever are to have good 
library systems in all of the states we 
needed just the kind of boost that the 
new Act will give us. And in the backs 
of the minds of most librarians, and 
certainly of the A.L.A. workers, was 
the strong conviction that good library 
service, and larger units of service, 
were inseparable. The Act provides 
that the funds granted shall apply to 
rural areas and is a recognition that 
this is the sore spot of library service 
in the United States. 

In this new challenge, which faces 
us for the next few years, we are but 
one section of the United States. What 
we need to remember is that all of the 
other sections, and all the individual 
states that make them up, are working 
as a unit with us. One of the greatest 
values of a concerted nation-wide series 
of demonstrations of library service to 
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{I~ t.Ef{tR 
,from 

John Fs>we 
-----------Britannica Junior 

425 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE• CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT 

Actual photographs of men working 

5,000 years ago 

Dear Friend: 

"Dry" and "old" are words that make us think of "dull" and "uninteresting." 

Yet the 5,000-year old pyramids in their dry desert setting have come to life in vivid 
realism for thousands of elementary school children. This has been done through 
re-creating the building of the pyramids in lifelike miniatures, showing the Egyptian 
workmen in various stages of the 20-year task of building the great pyramids of Gizeh. 

These miniatures were created by Norman Bel Geddes for BRITANNICA JUNIOR. 
They were then photographed in a remarkable series of eight full-page plates forming 
a part of the BRITANNICA JUNIOR article on pyramids. 

What a fascinating sequence of illustrations to awaken a child's interest in self
motivated use of a reference work! 

From pictures and cut lines the child gleans the astounding story of the pyramids. 
One half billion man hours of work to build. Precision masonry that helped make 
it the first of the seven wonders of the world. 

But perhaps equally important is the feeling that comes to almost any child, in 
pouring over this topic, of the magnitude of man's creations, their enduring grandeur: 
rewards of purposeful effort. 

BRITANNICA JUNIOR takes many subjects that might seem dry or old and 
enlivens them to the point of stimulating the child's desire to "look it up." 

Yours sincerely, 

~~ 
Educational Director 
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rural areas is its cumulative effect on 
rural areas as a whole. The mere ex
istence of a great many different dem
onstration projects in all the separate 
states will have a greater impact on 
thinking in rural areas about the bene
fits of library service than any which 
could come from single demonstrations, 
no matter how well carried out. The 
impact of good library service in 
parts of any single state, reinforced 
by the reports carried in magazines and 
newspapers of what is being done in 
other states, will have an intensifying 
effect in opening the eyes of rural peo
ple to the fact that they, too, can have 
the library advantages of the metro
politan areas if they go after them. 

Only through such a plan as the "Li
brary Services Act" can such a multi
plying of results be obtained. 

Efforts to provide good library serv
ice to rural areas center around three 
types of such service: 

1. Branch state libraries, or library 
agencies, for areas which are not likely 
to develop local libraries of sufficient 
size. 

2. Unified library systems covering 
enough in population and territory to 
be effective. 

3. Federated library systems in 
which local libraries keep their own 
boards and tax levies, but which are 
federated under a single board (with a 
central library staff) so that all li
braries may work as a unit. 

Local Support Necessary 
The funds available for the demon

stration projects under the Federal Act 
are limited. As a result, the number 
of projects must also be limited unless 
a sufficiently wide basis of local sup
port may be secured. As a matter of 
fact it seems evident that a certain 
me~sure of local support will be neces
sary for all projects that might be 
started. If such support is available 
from the very beginning, there is more 
assurance that the people of that area 
will be likely to carry the project on 
as their own, after the demonstration 
period is over. How to help the State 
agencies in getting that local support 
early in the game may well be one of 
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the real problems on which the MPLA 
and the Regional Library Planning 
Committee may be able to give help. 

This thinking brings up another 
point. If we are to have adequate li
brary service in all parts of the region, 
no units should be set up for demon
stration purposes which would inter
fere with the logical development of 
other needed units. In other words, it 
seems obvious that a general plan for 
the states should be worked out in 
fairly rough form so that any sections 
selected now for demonstrations would 
fit into a complete state plan. With a 
complete plan available it should be 
easier to select regions that showed 
enough interest from the very first to 
provide enough local support so the 
demonstration library systems would 
carry their own load after the demon
stration is over. 

Demonstrations Far-Reaching 
Adequate rural library service is an 

aim worthy of our attention for its own 
sake. It is even more worthy of our 
attention, however, when we realize 
that successful demonstrations in some 
of the most difficult parts of our region 
will convince people of even the larger 
communities, those over 10,000 popu
lation that they too need and can se
cure ~xactly the same kind of library 
service. More and better libraries for 
the public cannot help but react on 
our school systems. Not only will the 
fathers and mothers of the students in
sist that their children have better 
library services in their own schools, 
but the administrative authorities -
the superintendents and principals
will have something to compare their 
own services with as a standard of 
adequacy. As a college librarian, I can 
hope that as students come from 
communities with good public libraries, 
and from high schools which have 
benefited from good demonstrations, 
they will also bring to their college and 
university life a greater need for ade
quate library service on the college 
level. In other words, the results of our 
demonstrations in rural areas are not 
going to be confined merely to other 
rural areas. They will have an infinite 
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effect upon the whole of library serv
ice. 

What then is the job of our Associa
tion not only this next year but in the 
years to come? Mainly it is to serve as 
a unifying agency for all the efforts of 
all the states and localities in the re
gion. If "in union there is strength" 
this is particularly important for the 
widely scattered libraries and li
brarians of our region. In spite of dif
ferences in local conditions, there is too 
great a similarity in the problems of all 
of the seven states for even parts of 
our region to attempt to work alone 
without the advice and support that 
comes from larger numbers. Important 
as our state associations are, the mutual 
strength that comes from the larger 
numbers that should belong to a re
gional association is a factor that we 
cannot disregard. As part of the whole 
drive for better local library systems, 
we should make a conscious effort to 
promote membership in our regional 
association so that its support will be 
more meaningful in all of the local 
areas. When we, as a unified regional 
group, can pool our strength and ideas 
and experience we cannot fail to have 
better state associations and better and 
more soundly based local programs. 

Libraries A re on Trial 

Perhaps the most important thing of 
all to remember is that the library sys
tems of the Mountain-Plains region, 
and the individual states, are on trial. 
It is also a trial period for all librarians 
in the United States. Either we make 
good with the funds that have been se
cured from the Federal Government or 
the reputation of the whole profession 
is given a setback. In the Mountain
Plains region it is particularly im
portant that sound, statesmanlike pro
posals be made and followed up with 
full cooperation and support of all li
brarians. This means individuals, li
brary associations of each of the states, 
and above all the full cooperation and 
assistance of the Mountain-Plains Li
brary Association. It is an opportunity 
for us to show what we can do. Let's 
not fumble the ball! 
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We know that our region is "differ
ent," but this difference is only a chal
lenge to us. Plans adopted for other 
regions may not suit us, but they may 
be suggestive of things that we can do. 
Even plans adopted by one state in our 
own region may be only suggestive of 
what is needed in other parts of the 
same state, or in other states. What we 
need to do is to recognize that because 
we do have peculiar conditions, we 
must use all of our ingenuity, and our 
ability for working together, to develop 
plans which will really be adequate for 
the conditions which we face. As a re
sult, we may develop new approaches 
which would even be useful to the li
brarians of other regions than our own. 

MPLA in the Job Ahead 

During the last year we have seen 
the beginning of many important move
ments. During the next year we must 
begin our job of making the events of 
this past year mean something real to 
us. I can only beseech you as in
dividual members of the MPLA to lend 
your wholehearted support to the 
MPLA and the state associations so 
that we can make the most of the great 
opportunity ahead of us. 

In this, as it seems now, my farewell 
speech to an organization which from 
its inception has been very close to my 
heart, I have only one message to leave. 
The challenge is here. United you can 
do great things. With a clear under
standing of the work that MPLA as a 
unit can do, you can use the unusual 
advantages of the next few years to ad
vance the cause of libraries so that in 
the end we shall have the complete and 
widespread library service our region 
deserves. 

You can do it if you are willing to 
accept the responsibility that goes with 
all these opportunities. We are in the 
midst of an eventful year. It should be 
as productive in the future as it has 
been within the last few months. 

Watch for the reports of the Public 
and County Library Section on the 
"New Public Library Standards." 
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A wards were presented by the 
MPLA Awards Committee, James G. 
Hodgson, Chairman, at the banquet 
meeting Friday evening, September 14, 
1956. Following are the citations for 
these awards. 

NEBURN I. BUTT 

In awarding a cash prize to Neburn 
I. Butt, research specialist of the Brig
ham Young University Library at 
Provo, Utah, the committee took into 
consideration his efforts in building up 
a Utah history collection from almost 
nothing to a total by the end of 1955 of 
4,400 books, 17,000 pamphlets, and a 
great quantity of miscellaneous mate
rials. Included in the collection was the 
James E. Talmage library with material 
from the Deseret Museum. In addition 
he had added transcripts of 225 diaries 
which ran from a few pages to five 
typewritten volumes each. 

Even more impressive was the num
ber of indexes which he had compiled, 
covering some 35 different series in
cluding the L.D.S. Improvement Era 
from 1897 to 1955, the Junior Instructor, 
v. 1-20, Utah Public Documents, 1930 
to 1954, Deseret News from 1851 to 
1859, and the Contributor, vols. 1-17. 
In addition he prepared a special de
tailed catalog of Utah historical ma
terials, which at last count exceeds 
30,000 cards, of which 8,750 qre for ma
terials not in the Brigham Young col
lections. 

The Awards Committee was im
pressed with the wholehearted devo
tion of Mr. Butt to his work, and the 
incredible amount of detail which he 
had been able to set down in biblio
graphical and index form for the stu
dents of Utah history, and felt that his 
work well deserved the 1956 cash 
award of $100. 
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H. DEAN STALLINGS 
The award of a certificate to H. Dean 

Stallings, Librarian of the North 
Dakota Agricultural College Library, 
Fargo, North Dakota, for the work of 
the North Dakota Institute for Regional 
Studies and the development of the 
local history collection in his library 
was a recognition of the importance of 
the work of the Institute, which is de
scribed in the following statement. 

The North Dakota Institute for Re
gional Studies is a 1950 creation of the 
faculty of the School of Applied Arts 
and Sciences, and the Librarian, of the 
North Dakota Agricultural College. 
President of the Institute's board of 
directors since its beginning has been 
College Librarian Harris Dean Stal
lings; and a 1952 statement of the di
rector's aims designated "the new 
North Dakota Agricultural College Li
brary" as "a home for the Institute's 
growing collection of research ma
terials." 

The Institute's aims are: (1) to stimu
late research into the region's resources 
and the human attainments which 
these resources have sustained; (2) to 
provide a center and materials for such 
research; (3) to encourage artistic ex
pression of life on the plains; and (4) 
to assist in editing, publishing, exhibit
ing, and disseminating the results of 
significant scientific, scholarly, and 
artistic work. 

Among the Institute's research ma
terials, above mentioned, are the docu
ments it collects for the history of 
Northwest families, communities, busi
nesses and institutions. 

The Institute's documents for the 
history of bonanza farming, which in 
three years have become the largest 
such collection anywhere brought to
gether, were increased in 1955 by 62 
transcripts of interviews with bonanza
farm personnel or persons otherwise 
specially informed about these opera
tions. 
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If it • 
IS MICROFILM 
• We HAVE IT! 
• We DO IT! 

... We sell Filmsort Aperture cards and Jackets . 

. . . We sell, rent, lease Eastman KODAK and other makes of equipment. 

... We sell and process 16mm and 35mm film in Denver . 

. . . We make duplicate copies of roll microfilm . 

. . . We make enlarged paper reproductions from fi lm . 

. . . We offer a complete information and engineering service to 
those who inquire. 

NEW! 
We duplicate catalogue and file cards, any size, on 100% rag index cards or 
paper. Also, bound books. 

DAKOTA MICROFILM SERVICE 
9655 West Colfax, De·nver, Colorado BEimont 7-0408 

,. PLASTI-KLEER® 
BOOK JACKET COVERS 
lifetime ••• Regular 
Duplex ••• Edgelock 

2. DE LUXE PERIODICAL 

--·····•·' The products pictured you' ll rec- BINDERS 

3. PLASTI-KLEER® ognize immediately as long standing 
library favorites. Bro-Dart also offers a 
full line of standard library supplies, cover
ing every conceivable library need! 

4. 

s. 

PHONO-JACKET COVERS 

BIND-ART® LIQUID 
PLASTIC ADHESIVE 

PLASTI-LACTM TRANS-
PARENT BOOK SPRAY 

6. BOOK-AI D® 
CLOTH TAPE 

~~~~0 '..~.~,~~TRIES , • . 
1898 So. Sepulveda Blvd., Los Angeles 25, Calif. ·•.",.,__ .... 

NEW SUPPLY CATALOG• WRITE NOW ·"'·.~ 
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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING OF MPLA 
Held at the First Session, September 13 , 1956 

President Orwin Rush called the first ses
sion of the MPLA to order. He presented 
President Daryl Chase of the Utah State Ag
ricultural College who welcomed us to the 
Campus and to Cache Valley. 

A telegram was read from Senator Wallace 
F. Bennett requesting resolutions to aid Utah 
library service. 

A letter from Eulalia Chapman sent best 
wishes for a fine conference and her appre
ciation of the Quarterly. 

After reading these messages, President 
Rush presented: 

1. "Librarian of the hour," Julia D. Bennett, 
Director of the Washington Office of 
A.L.A. 

2. Mrs. Alma S. Jacobs of Great Falls, Mon
tana, President of the Pacific Northwest 
Library Association. Mrs. Jacobs brought 
greetings frrom PNLA and told us of a 
$60,000 Ford Foundation grant for a li
brary development project now underway. 
She invited MPLA to a joint cooperative 
meeting in Bozeman, Montana, next year. 

3. Mrs. Orcena Mahoney, Executive Secre
tary of the Division of Cataloging and 
Classification at A.L.A. Mrs. Mahoney 
brought greetings from the staff at AL.A. 
She gave a brief overview of the work at 
headquarters for all libraries. 

4. Mrs. Anne Smith, President of the Utah 
Library Association, Mr. Milton C. Abrams, 
conference chairman, and Mrs. Carolyn 
Keck, chairman of local arrangements. 

5. Russell L. Davis, chairman of the exhibits 
committee, was introduced. He announced 
the companies who were exhibiting and 
their representatives. 

The minutes of the Jackson meeting were 
read and approved. 

The treasurer's report, given by Sarah 
Lucille Harris, showed: 

Checking Account . .... . $ 845.31 
Savings Account . . . . . . . . 927.19 

Total Assets . ... . . ...... $1,772.50 

President Rush said the work of any or
ganization depends on its committees before 
introducing the following committees: 

1. Planning Committee 
Leonard Kirkpatrick said that the com
mittee endorsed an August 20-25 con
vention for next year. 

2. Education for Librarianship 
The chairman has resigned so Stuart 
Baillie was appointed acting chairman. 
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3. Awards Committee 
Jim Hodgson suggested that this com
mittee plan next year's award for a li
brarian of a small library. 

4. Membership 
Horace Moses said memberships had in
creased due to the Quarterly. He said 
that librarians in Saskatchewan and 
Missouri had expressed interest in 
MPLA membership, so thought these 
library associations and the one in Mani
toba should be invited to attend our next 
meeting. He suggested we should try to 
extend our membership to the lower 
echelons and not only to head librarians. 
He also suggested that the MPLA offer 
membership to associations (as is done 
in the Southwest and Southeast library 
associations). 

5. Joint Committee of MPLA and PNLA 
Ford Rockwell, new chairman, will head 
the MPLA committee planning next 
year's meeting with PNLA. 

6. Editor of the MPLA Quarterly 
Miriam E. McNally presented her report. 
(See page 3.) 

7. Nominating Committee 
Mrs. Ruth Tyler said the results of vot
ing were not yet ready to announce. 

There was no old business. 

A telegram of greeting from the AL.A. 
Officers and Staff was read. 

Under new business Robert E. Thomas pro
posed the following changes in the By-Laws 
to be voted upon at a later session: The 
words, "in a sealed envelope enclosed within 
the mailing envelope" be deleted from 
Article IV, Section 2 of the By-Laws which 
now reads, "Such ballots shall be returned to 
the secretary in a sealed envelope enclosed 
within the mailing envelope." Article IV, 
Section 3 of the By-Laws which reads, 
"Members who pay their dues upon registra
tion at the annual meeting shall be given a 
ballot" be deleted from the By-Laws. 

(Action approving these changes was taken 
at the General Session at 2 p.m. September 
13, 1956.) 

Horace Moses introduced a motion which 
was amended to read, "The Missouri Library 
Association, the Saskatchewan Library Asso
ciation and the Manitoba Library Association 
be invited to apply for membership in the 
Mountain-Plains Library Association and be 
invited to have representatives at the pro
posed joint meeting of PNLA and MPLA next 
year." The motion was seconded and carried. 
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AN HISTORIC OCCASION 

Photo NOT by Hodgson 

James G. Hodgson receiving Life Membership from N. Orwin Rush 

By action of the executive, board, "James G. Hodgson, official MPLA photographer and one of 
our guiding lights" was awarded a Life, Membership for "services rendered the Association." The 
awarding of this membership posed a problem. For nine years, Jim has photographed official and 
unofficial MPLA sessions, but obviously this was one occasion in which the tables had to be 
turned. Here is presented for the first time in history a photo of a conference event NOT taken 
by Hodgson, accompanied by hearty congratulations on his well-deserved honor. 
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CLASSIFIED LIST OF JUVENILE 
AND TEEN ACE BOOKS 

Here's McClurg's new catalog .. . a large classified and annotated 
catalog of all 1956 Juvenile and Teen Age publications! Titles are 
classified by a leading authority in library work. You'll find this catalog 
invaluable when selecting the best in reading for young folks. This 
publ ica tion is just another McClurg service to librarians everywhere! 

Write to Dept, 8 fov your free Catalog No, J856 

A. C. McCLURC & CO. 
3 3 3 E. Ontario St. Chicago 11, Illinois 

"Serving Librarians Is Our Business" 
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GENERAL SESSIONS 
Reported by Alice E. Paine, Secretary 

EDUCATION FOR LIBRARIANSHIP 
IN THE MPLA REGION 

Stuart Baillie, Director of the School 
of Librarianship, University of Denver, 
led the panel discussion. Other partici
pants were: Jerome Cushman, Public 
Library, Salina, Kansas; Paul Winkler, 
University of Denver School of Li
brarianship; Jim Ranz, Director of Li
braries, University of Wyoming; Mary 
Lee Keath, Director of Library Service, 
Denver Public Schools. Questions to be 
considered were: Where is library edu
cation today? Where is it going? What 
can we do about it? How can it serve 
the Library Services Act? 

There are 35 accredited library 
schools. The University of Denver is 
the one in the MPLA region. These 
schools vary in requiring from 30 to 70 
semester hours credit for a degree. 
Denver requires 40 hours. There are 
500 other schools offering training in 
teacher librarianship which are not ac
credited by ALA. 

Miss Keath said library science 
courses are considered the most diffi
cult on the campus and suggested that 
they need to be made more inspira
tional. Students must be made to like 
their curriculums. 

Mr. Winkler said we can help in re
cruiting by identifying the right person 
- the kind that makes the teacher's 
heart glow - and bringing that person 
to library school. A librarian: 

1. Must be interested in people and 
have skill working with them. 

2. Must be skilled in technical proc
esses - have a keen mind. 

3. Must have emotional stability. 
4. Must have a broad general knowl

edge with competency in some 
field. 

Jerry Cushman said the public li
brary wants a good librarian. He gave 
these characteristics of one: 

1. Attitudes 
Philosophy of librarianship 
Sense of direction 
Sense of mission 
Appreciation of the role of the 
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library in the community 
A positive role 
A resource center 
A depository of information 
A moral role 

Personality quotient - leader
ship 

2. Knowledges 
Broad cultural education 
Social psychology 
Communication 

3. Skills 
Books - Bibliography 
Audio-visual aids 
Interpreting collections to com
munity 

Stuart Baillie closed the discussion 
when he stated that at Denver: 

1. Scholarships are needed to help 
recruit students for new work to be 
created by the Library Services Act. 

2. Students need larger amounts in 
loans because costs have gone up at 
least $500. 

3. Students working in the Univer
sity library full time receive $180 per 
month and a waiver of tuition or a por
tion of it. 

LIBRARY BUILDING PROBLEMS 
H . Dean Stallings, Librarian of the 

North Dakota Agricultural College in 
Fargo, led a panel discussion on "Li
brary Building Problems." Discussants 
were: Russell L. Davis, Utah; Wayne R. 
Collings, Nebraska; Eli M. Oboler, 
Idaho; Jim Ranz, Wyoming. Mr. 
Stallings said that the ACRL Mono
graph, no. 10 on the 1953 building in
stitute plans, had a good bibliography 
on college and university library build
ings built between 1945 and 1953. He 
stated that the library must be planned 
by the librarian, but the plans drawn 
up by the architect. An outline, "Es
sentials in Library Planning," was 
given to members of the audience, and 
was used as a basis for the discussion. 

Colored slides of the new Idaho State 
College and North Dakota Agricultural 
libraries were shown and explained by 
the librarians of these colleges. 
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Dutton's Fall Leaders 
merit First Choice among the season1s new offerings 

Our Literary 
Heritage 
A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE WRITER IN 

AMERICA 

By Pulitzer Prize Winner VAN WYCK BROOKS, 
and a noted picture expert OTTO DETTMANN 

Over 500 photographs and drawings - 75,000 
words of text brilliantly abridged from Mr. Brooks' 
5-volume Makers and Finders evoke American 
writers from 1800 to 1915 and their backgrounds. 

Helen E. Hokinson's best girls 
are met again! 

The Hokinson 
Festival 

$8.50 

WITH 484 CARTOONS IN BLACK AND WHITE 
AND FOUR PAGES IN FULL COLOR. $5.00 

A triumph of the bookmaker's art - the only 
book of large format which brings American water 
and game birds together in a single volume 
illustrated with full-color photographs by America's 
finest camera artists (40 black-and-whites supple
ment the 127 in color) and 35 delicate bird silhou
ettes by the inimitable Japanese artist, Ugo Machi . 

American Water 
and Game Birds 
By AUSTIN L. RAND, Chief Curator of Zoology, 
Chicago Natural History Museum 

A magnificent book of the birds :,f the sea, lakes, 
shores, as well as upland game birds. A necessary 
complement to Land Birds af America, $11.50 

Don't Grow Old
Grow Up! 
By DOROTHY CARNEGIE, President of 
Dale Carnegie & Associates, Inc. 

A self-help book for the thousands who want to 
get the best things from their middle years. $2.95 
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Know Your World 
Compiled and Designed by GEORGE E. ROSS, 
author of Know Your U.S.A. 

Up-to-date, convenient, quick-reference com
pendium of basic facts about 169 countries and 
dependencies: their history, government, economy, 
geography, population, predominant language, 
religion, exports, U.N. membership. Printed in 5 
colors, illustrated with maps and drawings. 64 
large pages (8½ x 11). Paper binding $1.50. 
Clothbound $2.50. 

Lonely Challenge 
By HERMANN BUHL 

The thrilling personal life story of the most daring 
of all mountain climbers - the Austrian who con
quered Nanga Parbat in a remarkable solo exploit. 
16 photographs, 2 maps. $5.00. 

Storn1.y Life 
MEMOIRS OF A PIONEER OF THE AIR AGE 
By ERNEST HEINKEL 

Autobiography of one of the world's foremost 
airplane designers and builders. Illus. with photo
graphs. $4.75. 

Physics for 
Everybody 
By GERMAINE and ARTHUR BEISER 

The basic principles of the most puzzling science 
of our day made clear for the layman. In the 
Mathematics for the Millions category. 20 draw
ings, 70 diagrams by Sol Ehrlich. Introduction by 
Henry A. Barton, Director American Institute of 
Physics. $3.50. 

From your supplier or direct 

E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc. 
300 Fourth Ave. New York 10 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF SECTION MEETINGS 

CATALOG SECTION 

( Reported by Robert Trefz, 
Denver Public Library 
Secretary-Treasurer) 

The 1956 annual meeting of the Cat
alogers Section was held on Friday, 
September 14, 1956, from 10:00 A.M. 
until 12:00 noon. Presiding was Mrs. 
Irene Bogan, Catalog Librarian, Colo
rado State College Library, Greeley, 
Colorado. 

Mrs. Bogan introduced the guest 
speaker, Mrs. Orcena Mahoney, Execu
tive Secretary, Division of Cataloging 
and Classification, American Library 
Association, who spoke to the group on 
various recent developments in the 
cataloging field. To begin, Mrs. Ma
honey emphasized the importance of 
code revision, which had been the sub
ject of the G.L.S. annual conference, 
and told in some detail about the work 
of the Catalog Code Revision Commit
tee of D.C.C. under the general chair
manship of Wyllis Wright. She de
scribed the arrangements made by 
ALA with the Library of Congress 
for publication of a new code, under 
the editorship of Seymour Lubetzky. 

For the remainder of her talk, Mrs. 
Mahoney spoke informally about other 
recent developments of interest to cata
logers, covering such things as: (1) the 
work on the 16th edition of the decimal 
classification; (2) the soon-to-be-pub
lished 6th edition of the L .C. subject 
heading list; (3) the subject heading 
code which David Haykin is writing; 
(4) the D.C.C. meetings at the recent 
Miami Beach conference of ALA; 
and, finally, (5) some of the problems 
of reorganization which face the D.C.C. 
in light of the Management Survey. 

There followed a brief business 
meeting. The minutes of the previous 
annual meeting and the financial report 
were read by the Secretary-Treasurer 
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and both were approved. Mrs. Bogan 
then presented the report of the Nom
inating Committee, which, for the cur
rent year, had been the Executive 
Board. The nominations of Mrs. Louise 
Critchlow, Assistant Librarian, Salt 
Lake County Library, Midvale, Utah, 
for Chairman, and of Mrs. Jacqueline 
W. Lakey, Salt Lake County Library, 
Midvale, Utah, for Vice-Chairman were 
accepted; and Mrs. Critchlow and Mrs. 
Lakey were elected unanimously. Nom
inations for Secretary-Treasurer were 
entertained from the floor, and the 
present Secretary-Treasurer was duly 
elected to continue in office for another 
year. 

COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY 
SECTION 

( Reported by 
Alice E. Paine, Secretary, MPLA) 

Charles Baumann, Chairman, 
University of Wyoming 

At the business meeting Milton 
Abrams, Librarian of Utah State 
Agricultural College was elected as the 
new chairman of this section. It was 
decided that he could appoint his own 
secretary. 

Forrest F. Carhart, Jr., Librarian of 
the U.S. Air Force Academy, spoke to 
us on "The U.S. Air Force Academy 
Library and its role in a military in
stitution." 

Slides were presented showing 
courses of study. The men are picked 
from select groups. The library is used 
for recreational reading, but its main 
purpose is to supplement the classroom 
work. 

Location and plans for the new li
brary building on the U.S. Air Force 
grounds in Colorado Springs were 
shown. This library is to seat one-third 
of the expected enrollment. 
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SCHOOL, CHILDREN AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE'S SECTION 

Madge M. Jewett, Chairman 
High School Librarian 
School District No. 25 

Riverton, Wyoming 

On Friday morning the first hour 
was a teen-age panel on What we read 
and why. The moderator was Mrs. 
Leone Harris, Librarian at South 
Cache High School in Logan, and panel 
members were Geraldine Rosine, Rob
ert Olson, David Perry, Anne Reading, 
Lionel Benson and Kay Bernhisel. 

These young people answered ques
tions posed by their moderator and 
later some asked by section attendants. 
The boys and girls had many interest
ing comments: take time and make time 
to read; suggested a class or classes for 
reading speed and comprehension ... 
Interest of high school people varies 
and changes from year to year, with 
junior high interest in mystery and 
animal stories gradually giving way to 
romance (at sophomore level) and then 
to biography and religious novels ... 
these teen-agers want attractive ex
hibits and covers for travel books and 
think that such a book is "next best 
to going," and they'd like a library to 
have two or three copies of many books, 
for they get discouraged waiting. 

These boys and girls, when asked 
about their ideal library, answered 
that it would have plenty of many dif
ferent types of materials, especially 
audio-visual, and that it would have 
good lighting and comfortable chairs. 

Miss Edith Goates, library consultant 
fr.r the Salt Lake City School libraries, 
was elected chairman for the coming 
year. 

TRUSTEES SECTION 
Utah Library Association 

At the meeting for the organization 
of a Trustee Section of the Utah Li
brary Association, those present con
sidered a tentative Constitution and 
By-Laws. The Constitution and By
Laws as adopted will be submitted to 
each Board of Library Trustees in the 
state and membership in the new or
ganization will be solicited. Officers for 
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the new Trustee Section were elected 
by those present and are as follows: 

Calvin S. Smith, Murray, Utah, Pres
ident; Mrs. Paul Thompson, Davis 
County, Kaysville, Utah, Vice-Presi
dent; Mrs. Ada Marie Van Orden, Lew
iston, Utah, Secretary-Treasurer; and 
Executive Board Members-Mr. Gail 
Plummer, Salt Lake City, Utah; Mr. 
W. W. McAllister, Spanish Fork, Utah, 
and Mr. Arthur Grotigut, Spanish Fork, 
Utah. 

Action was taken by the new Trus
tee Section to acquaint each library 
trustee in the state with the proposed 
legislation to implement the Library 
Services Act. Each trustee will be 
solicited to contact the representative 
and senator from his district and inform 
him of the Act and its significance to 
the state. 

BIBI LOGRAPHICAL 
CENTER NEWS 

The progress report covering 1955-
1956 of the Bibliographical Center's 
activities will be printed soon and it 
will carry human interest pictures and 
stories of the Old and New Look. It 
will be "The New Challenge, a Greater 
Bibliographical Center." 

Sincere appreciation is sent to all 
members and friends for the excellent 
cooperation in the part each played in 
helping the Center "move smoothly." 
Not only have you carried shoe boxes, 
made charts for the location and ar
rangement of the catalog, but you have 
answered technical requests during the 
period. The beautiful quarters on the 
third floor in the new Denver Public 
Library will now aid in greater effi
ciency. 

The staff asks for additional coor
dination until the Center's holdings are 
in place on the shelves. The major file 
of the Union Catalog is in order and no 
ladders are necessary. We hope to 
reach up in other directions and give 
more time to the true purpose of the 
Bibliographical Center - to assist with 
scholarly investigations and give serv
ice to rural libraries. 
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