
THE OPEN DOOR OF OPPORTUNITY 

"There is logical place and real need for the regional library 
association ... With local, state and federal governments each now 
acknowledging responsibility for library service to all the people, 
and with our newly-adopted standards for that service, the oppor
tunity is wide open for regional library associations to define their 
problems and to drive hard for the realization of their objectives in 
the immediate years ahead." 
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START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT! 

U. S. Camera, 1957 

Order these essential 

library books 

from VROMAN 'S 

Staple fare for the photo fans, always intensively used. 
Compiled by Tom Maloney. Little, Brown ......................... $6.95 

Your Income Tax, 1957 
Newest edition of J. K. Lasser's guide, just in time for the 
tax season. Simon & Schuster. ____ ························•····$1.95 

Year 1956 
The annual picture history, compiled from the most strik-
ing news photographs. Simon & Schuster. ____ $7.95 

Art News Annual, 1957 
A beautiful publication, selected from the best of Art 
News Magazine. Simon & Schuster. .......................................... $3.95 

Best American Short Stories of 1956 
Margaret Foley's annual collection of the best in reading 
from top magazines. Houghton. ____ $4.00 

Best Plays of 1955-56 
Louis Kronenberger's selection, with 32 pages of photos, 
drawings by Herschfeld. Dodd, Mead ................................... $5.00 

Encyclopedia Yearbook of Jaxx 
Continues the Jazz Encyclopedia by Leonard Feather, one of 
the leading critics in the field . Harper. ................................. $3.95 

Trade and Library Books of All Publishers 

A. C. VROMAN, INC. 
383 S, Pasadena Ave. • Pasadena, Calif. 



The "New Public Library Standards" 
(page 3) are a call to action for improve
ment of library service throughout our re
gion. To alert us to our opportunities is this 
overview by Lora Crouch, MPLA's vice-presi
dent and president-elect, given at the com
bined session of the county and public 
library sections at the MPLA Conference at 
Logan, Utah. 

As a practical follow-up, ways for pro
moting the standards with trustees, libarians, 
government officials, Friends of Libraries, 
and other citizens groups are suggested on 
page 9. 

When Miss Harris read her paper on 
" Regionalism and Public Libraries" (by Helen 
M. Harris and Mary U. Rothrock, Page 13) at 
the last general session at the ALA Confer
ence at Miami Beach, she shared the lime
light with Tennessee's Governor Clement and 
other notables. But none outshone her clear 
focus on the place of regional library asso-

ciations in the library picture, and the con
tributions such associations can make in the 
drive for better library standards and serv
ice. We are fortunate to have in this issue 
such an unusual and timely contribution to 
help clarify our own regional thinking and 
action. 

Montana's hospitality, traditionally fabu
lous, is waiting for us at our meeting in the 
" Land of the Shining Mountains," September 
5-7, as you will note from the article below. 

You will find other items of news and 
interest rounding out this issue, which cele
brates our first full year of publication. The 
Editor and any member of the Editorial 
Committee will be happy to have your com
ments on Volume I and your suggestions for 
Volume II . Scheduled for the Spring (May) 
issue is " Librarianship as a Career," and the 
schedule of summer classes in librarianship 
in the MPLA region which proved so popular 
last year. 

MPLA-PNLA Conference in Bozeman, Montana 

September 5, 6, 7, 1957 
MPLA will meet this year with 

P NLA in what is probably the first 
joint meeting of two regional library 
associations in this country. Site of the 
sessions will be the Montana State Col
lege, Bozeman, Montana, located in the 
beautiful Gallatin Valley, and next 
door to Yellowstone. 

Chairman of local arrangements is 
Lesley M. Heathcote, librarian of Mon
tana State College and a former PNLA 
president. She has sent the following 
information and invitation to all mem
bers of MP LA, their families, and 
friends: 

Montana State College and the City 
of Bozeman are looking forward to 
welcoming the members of the Moun
tain-Plains L ibrary Association on Sep
tember 5, 6, and 7, 1957. Accommoda
tions for 309 persons will be available 
in one of our n ew residence halls, Han
non H all, at $2.00 per person. There is 
r unning water in every room, and sec
tions of the building can be set aside 
for single men, for couples, or for single 
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women. Maid service will be provided, 
as will also bedding, towels and soap. 

In addition to H annon H all, off-cam
pus accommodation for families or 
those who prefer it can be provided in 
first class motels and hotels. 

Food service will be provided in the 
Student Union, just a block away from 
Hannon Hall. We expect that all meet
ings will also be held in the Union. 

Later we shall furnish information 
about Yellowstone Park (just 90 miles 
away) and about Glacier Park (only a 
day's drive) for possible pre- or post
conference trips. We are also planning 
entertainment typical of the region for 
the free afternoon. F ull information re
garding accommodations, reservations, 
train , air and bus rou tes, places to visit 
en rou te, and whom to write to for spe
cial arrangements will appear in the 
Spring Quarterly, or by special mailing. 

Mark these dates on your calendar 
and plan to come to the Land of Shin
ing Mountains, September 5, 6, 7, 1957. 

MOUNTAIN-PLAINS LIBRARY QUARTERLY 



THE NEW PUBLIC LIBRARY STANDARDS* 
By LORA CROUCH, Librarian 
Carnegie Free Public Library, 
Sioux Falls , South Dakota; 
Vice-President of MPLA 

"A priceless chanc,e ta ma ke fa r- reaching changes in public library 
service in the years just ahead." 

At Miami Beach in J une of 1956 the 
Council of the American Library Asso
ciation adopted the new standards for 
public libraries which had been in the 
making for more than two years. It is 
called Public Library Service; A Guide 
to Evaluation, with Minimum Stand
ards. It is a statement that, along with 
funds from the Library Services Act, 
gives us a priceless chance to make far
reaching changes in public library serv
ice in the years just ahead of us. 

It might be well for us to take a look 
at the events leading up to the forma
tion of this new set of standards. 

The old set of standards called "A 
Post War Plan for Public Libraries," 
was published in 1942 and has been 
very useful to us in the past 14 years. 
However, those fourteen years have 
seen great changes in the library field 
as well as on the national and world 
scene, and in spite of a revision of the 
financial part in 1948, they are now 
hopelessly out of date and useless to us. 

How the Standards Evolved 
Many librarians had felt the need for 

new standards for some time, and at 
the 1953 meeting of the Public Library 
Division of the A.L.A. in Los Angeles, 
the Library Development Committee, 
with Lowell Martin as Chairman, rec
ommended that the Division sponsor 
the revision of the standards. 

A questionnaire was sent to a cross 
section of the membership to see how 
many favored this proposition. 72 re
plies were received and 64 of them did 
favor the revision of the standards. 
Many of the replies indicated that vari
ous state groups had already looked 
into the subject or done some work on 
their own for their state. Many replies 

*A talk given at the MPLA Conference at Logan, 
Utah. 
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also indicated that a new approach to 
the subject was needed - a concept of 
systems of libraries rather than the use 
of the single library unit on which the 
old standards were based. 

The Division decided to ask the Car
negie Foundation for a small grant to 
carry on the study of new standards, 
and the grant was made so that work 
might start on the project. 

The actual work began with a one
day workshop at the 1954 A.L.A. meet
ing in Minneapolis. Here it was de
cided not to try to revise the old stand
ards but to formulate an entirely new 
document using the concept of systems 
of libraries. 

Three men who had worked on the 
subject in the past were called on for 
advice and ideas and help. They were 
Carleton Joeckel, Louis Round Wilson 
and Dr. Robert Leigh. 

A Composite Document 
Twenty-seven boards and committees 

of the AL.A. were solicited for their 
suggestions as to what should go into 
the new standards in their special 
phases of library service. All responded 
with ideas and suggestions. 

Following the 1955 Mid-winter con
ference in Chicago, a week-long meet
ing was held at which 45 librarians 
worked long hours for 5 days in draft
ing the first complete statement. This 
first statement was then sent out to 
some 700 librarians for criticism and 
comment. Several of you here today, 
no doubt received it and sent your im
pressions of it to the Committee. After 
those comments were back, the Com
mittee, under Lowell Martin's leader
ship, made a final revision of the docu
ment in March 1956. 

This final document was adopted by 
the A L .A. Council at Miami Beach in 
June. 
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CARD 

CATALOG 

CABINETS 

We have all sizes in stock, ready for prompt shipment -

60 Drawer units 

Sectionals 

Small units from 2 up to 12 drawers 

Beautifully finished on selected maple. 

Lock rods are standard. 

For the finest, select a Gaylord Catalog Cabinet! 

~ -LIBRAltY 
SUPPLIES -

APPROYED BOOK 

"YOUR INSURANCE 
of 

THE BEST" 

GAYLORD BROS., INC. 
Syracuse, N. Y. Stockton, Calif. 

WHAT EVER SERVICE YOU NEED 
WE ARE THERE WITH THE "BEST" 

Your time limit is honored: 

If you need your work back by a 
specific date we respect that time. 

* Picture Cover Rebinding (Library or text) 

* Periodical Bindings (Standard) 

* Edition Bindings (School Annuals or New Publications) 

CAPITAL CITY BOOKBINDERY 
4827 PRESCOTT 

LINCOLN 6, NEBRASKA 
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That, I think, sums up the history of 
the document for you. I have taken 
considerable time on this background 
for I wanted you to realize how much 
work had gone into its formation and 
how widely the public library people 
of the profession had been consulted 
and allowed a voice in the formation 
of these new standards. It is our tool, 
made by us for our use in improving 
our libraries. 

Now let us take a look at the docu
ment itself. 

The finished document will have a 
foreword by Gerald W. Johnson, author 
of This American People, which will be 
a forceful statement on the role and 
purpose of the public library. It will 
serve as a "call to arms" for improving 
public library service, and will provide 
motivation for achieving the standards. 
It is to appeal to trustees, government 
officials and community leaders, as well 
as to librarians. 

The introduction explains to us the 
organization and the use of the new 
standards. I think the clearest explana
tion I can give you is to quote directly 
from the document. 

"The present statement must be un
derstood as a guide to total evaluation 
of public library service. Some seventy 
guiding principles, organized in six 
chapters, constitute the substance of 
the document ... These guiding prin
ciples are not standards, but are basic 
to the establishment of standards. They 
are neither objective, concrete, nor 
statistical. As principles, they require 
interpretation by competent surveyors 
when applied to individual cases. They 
cannot be used like a yardstick, which 
determines the length of an object, 
without subjective interpretation and 
no matter what the scientific knowledge 
of the measurer. 

"Under the guiding principles are al
most two hundred standards . . . Each 
provides a measure of achievement of 
the guiding principle under which it 
stands. Some principles have one 
standard, some several, and a few no 
standard at all. But wherever a stand
ard appears, it is objective, observable, 
and, at least, in a broad sense quanti-
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tative. It could be taken by any gov
ernment official or citizen and applied 
to the local library without interpreta
tion by a professional librarian. 

Principles and Standards Important 

"There are, then, guiding principles, 
and under the principles there are 
standards. By why bother with the 
principles? Why not simply present 
the standards? 

"The answer is important, and un
derstanding of it is essential to com
prehension of the nature of the present 
document. Briefly, the answer is that 
the standards alone provide only partial 
evaluation of a library, and may even 
on occasion provide an erroneous eval
uation ... 

"The specific standards in this docu
ment may be used as quick measures 
and may be adequate for some officials 
and groups. But for a true picture, the 
principles should be both the beginning 
and the end of evaluation, with stand
ards applied as one aid to judgment. 

"The principles and standards are 
presented in six chapters covering the 
main aspects of library service . . . 
structure and government, service, 
book and non-book materials, person
nel, organization and control of ma
terials, and physical facilities. Before 
this main section the background for 
the document is described in several 
brief sections on library purposes, func
tions and structure." 

If our time were not so limited today 
I would like to take time to discuss with 
you this background material on library 
purposes, etc. It is a fine statement of 
the highest aspirations for library serv
ice, but since we want to spend as much 
time as possible on the "guiding prin
ciples" we will go on to the "concept of 
library systems" which is the heart, the 
very essence of these new standards. 

Again, I would like to quote the 
actual words of the document for you. 

"Achieving standard library facili
ties presents special difficulties in small 
cities, scattered suburbs, towns, vil
lages, and rural areas. Even with sub-

s 
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Books to Watch for on Dutton's 
Early Spring List 

MEMOIRS OF MICHAEL KAROLY! 
Faith Without Illusion 

Trans. from the Hungarian by Catherine Karolyi 

Introd. by A. J. P. Taylor 

I • 

Nothing could be more timely than this just-published autobiography of the great 
Hungarian socialist and statesman, first Prime Minister and first President of the 
Hungarian Republic, whose life-long fight for his country's freedom is reflected in 
the recent Hungarian revolt. BERTRAND RUSSELL: "The most interesting and 
fascinating book that I have read for a long time." 
Endpaper map, 12 photographs. Notes. Index. 400 pages. $6.50. 

PROFESSIONAL AMATEUR 
The Biography of Charles Franklin Kettering 

By T. A. Boyd 
Introd. by Alfred P. Sloan, Jr. 

Farm boy, country school teacher, inventor and developer of new products, industrial 
pioneer, humanitarian, philanthropist, homely philosopher. Kettering, known to 
friends as "Boss Ket," is a kind of twentieth century Ben Franklin. His career is 
full of color, excitement, the verve that, combined with hard work, determination, 
great skill, makes for a full, happy, productive life. 
24 pages of halftones, 252 pages. March 19. $4.50. 

DR. LIVINGSTONE, I PRESUME 
A Biography of Henry M. Stanley 

B y Ian Anstruther 

First full length biography of the man who found the noted missionary explorer, 
Dr. Livingstone, in Africa. Illus. with photographs and map of Stanley's route in 
search of Livingstone. 224 pages. Feb. 6. $3.95. 

Send for catalog describing Dutton's complete Spring list 

E. P. DUTTON & CO., Inc. 300 Fourth Ave. New York 10, N.Y. 
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stantial financial effort, the small lo
cality is often not able to raise enough 
money to buy the books needed and to 
employ the requisite professional per
sonnel. For these reasons the many 
smaller libraries in the country have 
usually not approached the range and 
quality of service specified in national 
standards. 

"Yet the need for and ability to use 
library service, in variety and quality, 
are no less in the suburb and the coun
try than in the city. The modern Amer
ican, in large place or small, has wide 
interests and can use facts to improve 
his way of life. Similarly, the benefits 
to him and his children from services 
of skilled librarians, who can anticipate 
and locate what he wants and who can 
guide him in using and interpreting re
sources, are no less than the benefits to 
his city cousin. 

Standards Important in Rural Areas 
"The problem is similar to that of 

the provision of school and hospital fa
cilities. Ways have been found to bring 
such facilities for rural and small-town 
people up to minimum standard. The 
organization of library resources, how
ever, has continued to depend on small 
isolated units that have very little con
nection with more substantial resources 
in larger places. 

"Two clear and significant character
istics of present-day life open the way 
for a solution to the problem: modern 
transportation and communication, and 
cooperation among units and levels of 
government. Even as modern trans
portation and communication make it 
possible to bring people at a distance 
into good medical facilities or to bring 
special medical facilities out to them, so 
it is possible to go to or bring out spe
cialized library resources. Even as gov
ernmental units cooperate to improve 
school, road, and other services by 
joint effort, so the same cooperation 
can apply to library facilities. 

"Libraries working together, sharing 
their services and materials, can meet 
the full needs of their users. This co-
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operative approach on the part of li
braries is the most important single 
recommendation of this document. 
Without joint action, most American 
libraries probably will never be able to 
come up to the standard necessary to 
meet the needs of their constituencies. 

Results of Joint Action 
"Dramatic evidence of the impor

tance of joint action among smaller 
places in providing library service was 
obtained in preparing the supplement 
to this document, where costs to 
achieve standards are calculated. A li
brary or group of libraries serving 
20,000 people require almost twice as 
much per capita to achieve these mini
mum standards as a library serving 
200,000 people, with the per capita cost 
for a library or library group serving 
50,000 or 100,000 people falling some
where between the two. 

"Libraries therefore are urged to 
band together formally or informally, 
in groups called 'systems.' In such 
systems, already well established and 
successful in large cities and populous 
counties, large and small libraries in 
natural areas work together to make a 
wide range of library materials and 
services readily available to all resi
dents. The systems, in turn, reach out 
to a wider world, drawing on even 
greater and more specialized resources 
offered by state and federal agencies. 
In a well-organized structure of library 
service, the reader in smaller and re
mote places will have access not only 
to all books and materials in his region, 
but beyond that to the resources of the 
state and nation. 

"The development of systems of li
braries does not weaken or eliminate 
the small community library. On the 
contrary, it offers that library and its 
users greatly expanded resources and 
services. Library materials and serv
ices that today may seem unattainable 
could be available in each local com
munity in the forseeable future. The 
advantage is similar to that gained by a 
small independent radio or television 
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station that uses some of the programs 
of a large network. 

" . .. The standards of library service 
presented in this document are for re
sources available to the local reader, 
but not necessarily all available within 
the local community. Throughout the 
several sections on structure, services, 
materials, personnel, organization of 
materials, and physical facilities, the 
frame of reference is the group or sys
tem of libraries in the region in which 
the library user lives as well as the 
single library outlet in his neighbor
hood. These standards are for systems 
of library service." 

MPLA COUNTY AND PUBLIC 
LIBRARY SECTIONS COMBINE 

At the Mountain-Plains conference 
at Logan, the Public and County Li
brary sections met together for consid
eration of "New Public Library Service 
to America: Minimum Standards." 
Ruth V. Tyler, chairman of the County 
Section and Robert E. Thomas, chair
man of the Public Library Section, 
acted as co-chairmen. 

Following the presentation of the 
Public Library Standards by Lora 
Crouch (see above), the group divided 
into six smaller groups for informal 
discussion of six sections of the Stand
ards. Each group considered certain of 
the principles and summarized their 
conclusions. 

At this meeting, official action was 
taken which merged the two sections 
into one, to be called: The Public Li
brary Section of the Mountain-Plains 
Library Association. 

Catherine Gates, Weld County Li
brary, Greeley, Colorado, was elected 
chairman of the new Public Library 
Section for 1956-57. 
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AN IMPORT ANT MESSAGE 

TO ALL GOOD PEOPLE 

WHO WORK WITH CHILDREN 

AND CHILDREN'S BOOKS: 

W e specialize in PREBOUND pictu re 
books and fl ats of all publishers, prebound 
in exclusive "TREASURE TROVE" bind
ings and carry in stock about 2000 titl es 
ready for immediate shipment. Here are 
the books you need for the young fry and 
in durable bindings that will outwear the 
inside pages over and over again. Yet, our 
prices are the LOWEST in the country for 
comparable work. W rite us fo r our latest 
lists and catalogs covering books of all 
publishers . W e hope to serve you . . . 

PERC B. SAPS IS 
BOOKS 

P.O. BOX 165 

CARMEL, CALIFORNIA 

Expert Service on 

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
for 

ALL LIBRARIES 
• 

Faxon's Librarians Guide 
Free on request 

• 
For the very best subscription serv
ice at competitive prices - ask 
about our Till Forbidden pion. 

• 
F. W. FAXON CO ... I NC. 
83-91 Francis Street Boston 15, Mass. 

Continuous Library Service 
Since 1886 
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HOW TO PROMOTE 
THE NEW PUBLIC LIBRARY STANDARDS 

Materials provided by the Public Libraries Division 

Committee on Promotion give, practical answers 

The new Standards will be just as 
effective as the number of people who 
know about them, and use them as a 
measure of library adequacy and a 
means for improving library service. 
To help spread information about them, 
the Public Libraries Division Commit
tee on Promotion of the Revised AL.A. 
Standards has prepared promotional 
materials for use of both laymen and 
librarians. These items, with brief in
formation about them, are as follows: 

1. "What About Your Library?" -
A low cost leaflet for use with both lay 
and library groups. Plans are for an 
illustrated leaflet approximately 4"x8" 
( to fit a standard size envelope) . 

2. A condensation, probably a 16-
page summary, whose purpose is to 
present the Standards in readable form 
for government officials and laymen, 
who at first may not have time to read 
the 70-page Standards. 

From a draft of the condensation: 
"This is a plan for better library serv
ice for you and your community. It is 
based, chiefly, on the American concept 
of cooperation for the common good. 

"It will show how libraries, linked 
together in natural regions, can form 
an integrated chain of reciprocal serv
ice, can help each other and each 
other's communities without losing 
their individualities. Knowledge is the 
key to democratic survival in the world 
today; and libraries are the stockpile 
of knowledge, the source of learning 
and growth ... 

"Every citizen is entitled to adequate 
library service; in the following pages 
are outlined the minimum require
ments of library service ... Our hope 
is that they are being constantly sur
passed.'' 
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3. Discussion manual, to follow 
where leaflet and condensation have 
stimulated local interest. "This manual, 
useful to Trustees, librarians, govern
ment officials and interested citizens, is 
the basis for group discussion on li
brary service. It is intended to aid 
them to understand the part coopera
tion and coordination play in the de
veloping of modern library service. 
Every effort should be made well in 
advance of the discussion to build at
tendance representative of a given area 
rather than from just a few libraries. 
The manual has been planned for three 
sessions of approximately two hours 
each, and can be readily adapted to 
provide program materials for insti
tutes, workshops and conferences, to 
fit local conditions and time schedules." 

4. A film strip - "Information Un
limited, the Modern Library in Today's 
World." A visual presentation espe
cially useful to promote reading of the 
Standards and stimulate local interest. 

Members of the committee who 
worked on organizing and presenting 
these materials are: Robert Ake, Chan
ning L. Bete, Harland A. Carpenter, 
Jean L. Connor, Carolyn W. Field, 
Anna Glantz, Benn Grimm, Marie D. 
Loizeaux, Lowell A. Martin, Ex-officio, 
and Janet Z. McKinlay, Chairman. 

Information about the promotion ma
terials and tentative drafts were pre
sented at the Midwinter Meeting of the 
American Library Association. 

The standards themselves were pub
lished by ALA in November, 1956, un
der the title Public Library Service: A 
Guide to Evaluation with Minimum 
Standards, with A Supplement on Cost 
of Public Library Service in 1956. 

For further information and to order 
any or all of these materials, address 
the American Library Association, 50 
E. Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
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PHONE 

4-4161 

HEADQUARTERS 
FOR 
LIBRARY 
EQUIPMENT 
AND 
OFFICE SUPPLIES 

• 
YOUR 

ART METAL 
DEALER 

• 
QUALITY and SERVICE 

IN PRINTING 

PIONEER PRINTING 
& STATIONERY CO. 
213 W. 18th Street 
CHEYENNE, WYO. 

The Signs 

PRE BOUND 

JUVENILE BO1 OKS 

O' f ALL 

PUBLISHERS 

IN OUR OWN 

IMAGINATIVE 

BINDINGS 

• 
Please write for our 

informative catalogues 

• 
CARL J. LE I BEL, I NC. 

1236 South Hatcher Avenue 

Puente, California 

- I 
I 

I 
I 

of Quality 

Binding 

DENVER, COLORADO 
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"AN UNFORGETTABLE CHARACTER n 

MARJORIE SMITH 

December 10, 1893 - November 23, 1956 

Marjorie Smith, librarian of the 
Rapid City, South Dakota, Public Li
brary, who passed away on November 
23, 1956, in Rapid City, was for many 
years well known in library circles for 
her happy and generous service to 
local, state, regional and national as
sociations. She served on numerous 
committees of the Mountain-Plains Li
brary Association, and in 1950 she was 
Chairman of the Constitution and By
Laws Committee. In 1951 she was the 
Association's Treasurer. She was Presi
dent of the South Dakota State Asso
ciation, and a member of the Council 
of the American Library Association, 
representing South Dakota. She also 
served several terms on the South 
Dakota Library Commission, by ap
pointment of the Governor. 

The following excerpts from the lo
cal press, at the time of her passing, 
commemorate the fine qualities fa
miliar to all who knew her: 

"'SHE LIVED TO SERVE' might 
well be the epitaph for Marjorie Smith, 
city librarian for nearly four score 
years. 

"That theme of service carried over 
into every phase of activity in which 
she has been engaged through the 
years. During her many years in the 
Rapid City Library she worked to serve 
the public in every way she could de
vise to get as many books into the hands 
of as many people as possible, to en
courage children and adults alike to 
read good books, to furnish information 
to anyone seeking it, whether it was 
how to build a log cabin or how to as
semble a radio set - how to roast a 
turkey or how to pronounce the name 
of some person of foreign birth. She 
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always tried to instill her ideas and 
ideals of service to people into all mem
bers of the library staff, and succeeded 
to a great degree. The Rapid City Li
brary is noted among other librarians 
and among adult students for its out
standing book collection, assembled un
der her direction ... 

"Among her priceless possessions 
were a keen sense of humor and a high 
courage." 

The Gate City Guide published the 
following editorial on November 29, 
1956, under the title, "An Unforgettable 
Character ... " 

"In the passing of Miss Marjorie 
Smith, Rapid City loses a most unfor
gettable character. Her contribution to 
family, friends and community was 
great and covered a long period of serv
ice. She was never without a friendly 
greeting to those she knew, and her in
terest was manifold . . . she was most 
happy when she could be of service to 
others. Her long stewardship of the 
Rapid City Public Library brought her 
in contact with thousands and thou
sands of persons, young and old, and 
never have we heard an unkind word 
spoken by patrons, but there was heaps 
of praise for the prompt, efficient, and 
personal service rendered to all. Mar
jorie was a busy person, but never too 
busy to lend a helping hand to others. 
In her church, club, and civic work she 
was a leader . . . the symphony of her 
song will ring for always in the ears of 
those who knew her. Almost until the 
very end she was a busy person, her 
work was never done. An unforgettable 
character . .. a friend to many ... with 
a smile for all! She earned rest and 
quiet: and she has it!" 
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Dear Librarian :· 

We know that with the new Library Services Act, th e demands made on all public libraries will be 
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to the boom in school population. The need for prebound and rebound books to get the maximum 
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your books. 

The Houchen Bindery prebinds books for The American News Co., and you may order Prebound 
Books of all publishers from any of their branches, including Colorado News Co., Omaha News Co., 
Southwest News Co. - just specify " prebound" when you order. 

You ' ll get the same beautiful, attractive bindings when you send your books to be rebound to t he 
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REGIONALISM AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES* 
By HELEN M. HARRIS, Librarian, 

Knoxville Public Library, 
Knoxville, Tennessee; and 

MARY U. ROTHROCK 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Past President, American Library Association 

Two distinguished contributors from the Southeastern Region show 
how "the most significant expression of regionalism in library activi
ties is to be found in the regional library association" ... which con 
be "o booster pump ... increasing the impact of our best library 
facilities upon even the remotest situations." 

When we public librarians hear the 
word "regionalism," we usually think 
about regional libraries, large-unit, 
multi-county systems such as came into 
our library lives with the Fraser Valley 
demonstration in 1930. In the twenty
five years since then regional libraries 
have proved themselves to be ingenious 
administrative devices whose particular 
merit lies in efficiency and economy of 
operation. 

Thus it is quite understandable that 
the greatest development of regional 
libraries has been where the immediate 
aim is quantitative-to provide prompt 
and economical library coverage for 
large areas. The ultimate goal, estab
lishment of substantial, effective, edu
cationally motivated library service 
which meets acceptable qualitative 
standards, is consciously deferred. Of
ten, unhappily, it is far too long de
ferred. 

But regional libraries in themselves 
have little to do with regionalism. Re
gionalism is more than geographical 
contiguity, more than mere administra
tive inventiveness. It grows out of 
recognition of the sociological and econ
omic, as well as the geographical char
acteristics which differentiate one area 
from another. 

The most familiar and most signifi
cant expression of regionalism in li
brary activities is to be found in our 
regional library associations, the most 
firmly established of which are the 
New England, Pacific Northwest, Moun
tain-Plains, Southwestern and South
eastern. Our comments this evening 
stem from experiences with the South
eastern. It is not unique; it is essenti
ally like the other regional associations. 

*A paper read by Miss Harris at the closing general 
sess ion (June 22, 1956) of the ALA 75th Annual 
Conference in Miami Beach. Italics are the Editor's . 
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It is used merely as an example because 
it is the one we know the most about. 

Regionalism is a familiar concept 
here in the Southeast. It expressed it
self fifty years ago in such groups as 
the Southern Education Board and the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. Then, in 1920 the 
Southeastern Library Association was 
formed to provide opportunity to con
sider library problems in the light of 
southern conditions, social and econo
mic. 1 

In the Twenties and early Thirties 
there were many yeasty forces at work 
here in the Southeast, as in the other 
parts of the nation. The aftermath of 
World War I, the depression and its 
alphabetical offspring, all had their ef
fect. In 1933 came TV A with its tre
mendous contributions to regional de
velopment. Three years later, Howard 
W. Odum's monumental Southern Re
gions laid down a base line of factual 
data which gave the Southeast an ob
jective picture of itself, and thus fur
nished material for informed and for
ward-looking regional planning. Librar
ians, among others, were becoming 
aware of the deficiencies of the area in 
technological skills and scientific know
how, in capital wealth, and in institu
tions required for training the general 
public and the experts needed to con
serve and utilize its resources for the 
well-being of all its citizens. 

So they were not wholly unprepared, 
when in 1946, the Southeastern Library 
Association was asked to undertake a 
specific library project. The TVA, op
erating in seven of the nine Southeast
ern states, wanted information which 
was not available about the library 
facilities of the region. Representatives 
1The Southeastern Librarian, Volume VI, Number 1, 
Spring 1956, p. 15. 
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of TV A and the Southeastern Library 
Association, with consultants from 
ALA, worked out plans for a coopera
tive self-survey of all the library re
sources of the Southeast. Acting 
through their state library associations, 
with a central survey office at the re
gional level, hundreds of librarians 
from all types of libraries-school, pub
lic, college, university and special -
spent two years in assembling the 
needed data. The machinery of the 
Regional Library Association enabled 
them to coordinate their efforts and to 
obtain a comprehensive, unified picture 
of what the libraries of the Southeast 
were doing, and were failing to do, and 
why. 

There was little in the Survey find
ings that was news to the participating 
librarians. But the regional approach 
gave for the first time two companion 
pictures: one of the area and its library 
needs; the other of its total library 
structure - its strength and its weak
ness in supplying materials of informa
tion and education for regional develop
ment. 

The self-examination and evaluation 
involved in the survey procedure re
vealed conspicuous needs, some of them 
common to all of the states: 

"We have now," said the report, "suf
ficient data at hand to make sound 
planning for the future possible. We 
no longer have to guess about library 
conditions. The individual states will 
remain, as always, the starting points 
of initiative and responsibility. But 
they now have in their new regional 
unity an important instrument of co
operative effort. " 2 

Although the survey report is an 
essential reference tool for southern 
libraries, they would all agree that its 
greatest value lay in the doing rather 
than in the report. Collection of data, 
the interpretation of its meaning, the 
correlation of information regarding 
different types of libraries within a 
state, and the libraries of one state with 
another - all this involved thousands 
of hours of individual labor and group 
conference. 
'Libraries of the Southeast: A Report of the South
eastern States Cooperative Library Survey, 1946-47. 
University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, 
1949, p. 12. 
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Since our present purpose is a de
scription of regionalism at work rather 
than a library extension progress re
port, we have not tried to bring the 
1946-47 survey statistics up-to-date. We 
have corresponded, however, with the 
directors of state library extension 
agencies and with a dozen or more 
librarians familiar with conditions then 
and now. We have also had access to 
Dr. Alvarez' 1950 and 1956 statistics on 
public libraries in the larger southern 
cities. 3 

From these sources it is clear that, 
although uneven development must be 
noted, public libraries in the southeast 
have made constant progress toward 
the objectives outlined on the basis of 
the survey data. For example: 

Annual state aid to public libraries 
has increased in eight of the nine 
states from $520,000 to more than 
two million. 

Growth in local support has been 
phenomenal. Of thirteen cities in
cluded in both Alvarez' lists, the 
average increase in annual appro
priation was sixty per cent; in half 
the cities it was eighty per cent. 

Eight of these thirteen cities have 
new central libraries in use, under 
construction or in the planning 
stages; thirty-seven new branch 
libraries have been erected since 
1950. Dozens of smaller cities, not 
included in this list, have new, at
tractive, modern buildings. 

Several of the state library extension 
agencies have been reorganized 
and strengthened. 

A headquarters office for the Associ
ation has been established, and 
THE SOUTHEASTERN LIBRAR
IAN is now appearing quarterly. 

We have described the Southeastern 
States Cooperative Library Survey to 
illustrate and emphasize the point that, 
between state associations on the one 
hand and the American Library Asso
ciation on the other, there is logical 
place and genuine need for the regional 
library association. Many of us who 

3Robert A. Alvarez, Annual Statistics From the 
Large Southern Cities. Nashville, Tennessee. 
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have worked for years in regional as 
well as in state associations, and in 
ALA, are convinced that regional asso
ciations can give vitality, direction and 
emphasis to public libraries, and at the 
same time add greatly to library 
strength and effectiveness at the na
tional level. 

The line of inter-communication be
tween local, state and national library 
interests is very, very slender, the loss 
of energy and forcefulness very severe. 
Perhaps we may borrow an engineering 
term to describe a valuable function 
which we believe the regional library 
association can perform: it can become 
a booster-pump, an auxiliary device for 
improving this inter-communication, for 
reducing the leakage of vital energies, 
for increasing the impact of our best 
library facilities upon even the remot
est situations. 

Federal Aid undoubtedly will accel
erate the growth trend of public li
braries in rural America. $7.5 million a 
year for the next five years offers the 
public library a great opportunity to 
apply its energies to meeting the im
portant problems of its clientele. In the 
context of federal aid, regionalism as
sumes added importance. For, within 
each of the six or seven major regions 
of the United States there already ex
ists a general awareness of regional 
characteristics, regional deficiencies, 
and the outlines of plans for regional 
solutions. Leadership at a level which 
links states together in cooperation on 
common problems and which facilitates 
communication with other regions and 
with library counsel at the national 
level., will help give point and focus to 
this five-year demonstration of the es
sential nature of the library function. 

With local, state and federal govern
ments each now acknowledging re
sponsibility for library service to all 
people, and with our newly adopted 
standards for that service, the oppor
tunity is wide open for regional library 
associations to define their problems 
and to drive hard for the realization of 
their objectives in the immediate years 
ahead. 
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WORKSHOP ON COOPERATION 

AND LIBRARY SERVICES ACT 

A workshop on "Dynamics of Coop
eration Under the Library Services 
Act" will be held at the University of 
Denver School of Librarianship Mon
day, June 17 through Friday, June 21, 
1957. Mrs. Gretchen Knie£ Schenk will 
be the director, assisted by a staff of 
consultants and the school's summer 
staff. 

All librarians interested in the Li
brary Services Act, as well as Library 
Board members, state advisory council 
members and other laymen interested 
in library development are invited to 
come. 

State librarians and their staffs are 
especially invited to participate. A 
problem clinic for those state agencies 
just developing plans for their five 
years of increased library service will 
be provided by Mrs. Schenk. 

Included in the workshop will be 
areas of cooperation, including con
tracts, cooperative practices in librar
ies, and concepts for library systems, 
including single county, multi-county 
and regional systems. 

Further information and details may 
be secured by writing Stuart Baillie, 
Director, School of Librarianship, Uni
versity of Denver, Denver, Colorado. 

The School is also holding a work
shop on "The Dynamics of the School 
Library" from July 1-6, for which in
formation is now available. 
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BIBILOGRAPHICAL 
CENTER NEWS 

Annual Meeting 
Richard B. Sealock, Chairman of the 

Bibliographical Center, has issued the 
call for the annual meeting to be held in 
the Wyer Auditorium of the new Den
ver Public Library April 6, 1957. Mem
bers and friends are invited. 

File a Mile in a Kitchen 
When Mrs. Olive Long, a staff mem

ber of the Bibliographical Center for 
twenty-one years, retired, she did not 
lose her love for the Denver Union 
Catalog. In the last three and one-half 
months her kitchen table has resembled 
a section of the great five-million-card 
file. Mrs. Long is working with the let
ter "W" which has one hundred fifty 
drawers. Into this portion of the Master 
catalog she has prepared 200,000 cards 
for discard and filing. The big task in
cludes work with the preliminary file, 
the Northwestern University's and the 
Library of Congress' cards, the current 
list of holdings sent by seventy member 
libraries and withdrawals from seven 
institutions. 

Larger Circle 
The group for joint cooperation in 

the area grows each month. Recent 
members of the Bibliographical Center 
include: Fort Worth Public Library, 
Arless Nixen, librarian; Lillian A. 
Cornwall, 124 South Sherman, Denver; 
Carlsbad, New Mexico, Public Library, 
Mrs. Helen B. Melton, librarian; Hon
eywell Research Center, Minneapolis
Honeywell Regulator Company, Bur
ton E. Lamkin, research librarian; Gar
field County Public Library, New 
Castle, Colorado, Mrs. Dorothy Conto, 
librarian; Sundstrand Aviation-Denver 
Engineer's Library, 2480 W. 70th Ave., 
Denver 11, Colorado, Mr. M. C. Willis; 
and S. W. Shattuck Chemical Com
pany, 1805 South Bannock, Denver, 
John Saunders. 

Director to Speak 
Mrs. Eulalia Chapman, Director, will 

speak at the New Mexico Library As
sociation in Socorro April 25-27. 
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