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A year ago, the Summer 1956 issue of 
the Quarterly featured the then new Library 
Services Act, with some forecast of its future 
for our region . 

But a forecast is not enough. Continuing 
support for adequate implementation of the 
Act is the responsibility of every one of us. 
To be effective, this support must be based 
on understanding of current developments 
gained from discerning reporting of them. 

To secure this kind of reporting, the Editor 
invited the person in each of our seven states 
responsible for the operation of the Act to 
send a message from the "firing line" as to 
progress and problems. The generosity with 
which they responded despite the load of 
their unprecedented new duties is indicative 
of the generous measure of their accomplish
ments during the past year. 

From what seemed like dreams a year 
ago, often harried by nightmares of legal 
complications and red tape, are emerging 
the solid realities of today. They are em-
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Expert Service on 

MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
for 
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• 
Faxon's Librarians Guide 

Free on request 

• 
For the very best subscription serv
ice at competitive prices - ask 
about our Till Forbidden pion. 

• 
F. W. FAXON CO., I NC. 
83-91 Francis Street Boston 15, Mass. 

Continuous Library Service Since 1886 

bodied in the forms of practical action and 
concrete organization described in this issue. 
When you see them you will realize that 
Mountain-Plains has reason to be proud of 
the record. 

Undergirding all this is the firm success of 
the appropriation for the Act in this year's 
session of the Congress. While it is still short 
of total victory, it gives support for the 
present and strong hope for the future. 

While a considerable part of this issue is 
devoted to the FSA, there are features and 
other news you can't afford to miss. One of 
these is "Letter to the Editor," a new feature 
on Page 17. 

The MPLA-PNLA Conference Program on 
Page 13 lists a wide variety of enlighten
ment and entertainment provided by our 
hosts, the members and committees of PNLA. 
MPLA will have two separate business ses
sions, one on Thursday, September 5, at 11 
a.m., and a second on Saturday, September 
7, at 2 p.m. 

Our 

PREBOUND 

Children's Books 

* Look Better 

* Last Longer 

* Cost Less 

• 
CHARLES M. GARDNER & Co . 

1918 Boulevard Avenue 

Scranton, Pa. 

Ask for our catalogue! 
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THE MORE HEADS THE BETTER 
By ZELIA J. FRENCH, 

Traveling Libraries Commission, 
Topeka, Kansas 

The Kansas committee to plan a state-wide extension of library 
service graduates from planning to an advisory role in seven easy 
meetings, 

Is there a formula for planning? 
Doubtless none of the states now par

ticipating in the greatly accelerated 
state library programs made possible 
by the money from the Federal Library 
Services Act will have arrived at their 
individual plans with any degree of 
similarity. Some of the plans are ones 
of long standing, others have been de
veloped recently in order to qualify 
for the benefits of the federal program. 

A successful formula for a plan and 
its operation may well lie in the leader
ship, direction and sustained interest 
of a thoughtful state-wide planning 
committee. And that is the type of 
activity which is basic to the plan which 
has been submitted and approved for 
the Traveling Libraries Commission in 
Kansas. It was a lucky thirteen, who 
in May of 1955 met for the first time 
to form a Kansas Library Association 
sponsored committee to develop a plan 
for extending library services to more 
people in Kansas. There were five 
librarians including the state librarian 
and the extension librarian from the 
Traveling Libraries Commission, five 
representatives of other educational or
ganizations and state agencies, two 
library trustees and one rural citizen. 

How the Committee Grew 
The first meeting pointed the way 

toward a well-rounded, ideal plan, 
tailored to Kansas library needs, which 
could later be modified in accord with 
financial considerations. A plan for 
equalizing and improving library serv
ice was considered long over due and 
considered necessary in the committee's 
thinking regardless of the outcome of 
congressional action on the Federal 
Library Services Act. 

During the two years since the first 
meeting, the permanent committee has 
grown to thirty members, of whom 
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about one-third are librarians. Besides 
representation from state organizations, 
there are trustee representatives of the 
several types of libraries, one person 
from a rural area without library serv
ice, and some geographic representation 
acquired through two members who 
come from the far southwest and north
west corners of the state. 

Starting With Fact-Finding 
So much for the committee itself. 

Now what has been accomplished 
through the seven meetings which have 
been held? First of all the committee 
asked what other states were doing, 
what new concepts of library develop
ment were in effect, and then what is 
the situation of libraries in Kansas at 
the present time. Two meetings were 
devoted to a review of the types of 
library extension used in New York 
state in its regional centers, the demon
stration type of development typified 
by the Door-Kewaunee project in Wis
consin, the federation of libraries used 
in some eastern states and the use of 
in-service training workshops in Wis
consin, North Carolina and Indiana. 

The bare statistics as to Kansas li
brary needs were graphically presented 
on charts, and described the library 
needs of the state in the following 
terms: only 57.4% of the state's popu
lation has local library service, 39 
states provide more of their people 
with library service, fifty-six cents is 
the per capita annual expenditure for 
libraries in Kansas, and 30 states have 
a higher per capita expenditure than 
Kansas. Basic to these rather discour
aging figures was a consideration as to 
why such conditions exist, the pre
dominance of small self sustained li
braries in third class cities unable to 
economically provide good library 
service, the lack of substantially good 
county libraries with adequate support 

3 



and the need of state leadership from 
the Traveling Libraries Commission 
toward promoting larger units of 
service. 

Other exploratory phases of the 
meetings included fragmentary spot 
surveys of three distinctly different sit
uations in the state. 

The three surveys were considered 
and intended as inconclusive, and were 
used as a trial run on the variety of 
ways it may be necessary to solve the 
problems which will arise in the state 
due to the strength or weakness of 
existing libraries, the desire for local 
autonomy, the sociological and eco
nomic factors which may help or hinder 
library development. 

Another interesting meeting was de
voted to a report from the director of a 
sociological study being made of the 
Kay Valley Basin in which population 
trends, municipal strength and weak
ness across the state were discussed in 
relation to the location of regional 
library centers and resources for eco
nomically increasing library support. 

Broad Recommendations Made 
A climax to the committee's exist

ence might well have been reached at 
the meeting at which broad recom
mendations for the state plan were 
formulated. These three broad require
ments for the plan were made: 

That the facilities, staff and pro
gram functions of the Traveling Li
braries Commission be increased. 

That there be an evaluation of 
existing library needs, area by area, 
throughout the state to determine 
where there is local interest for 
demonstrations to establish county 
or regional libraries or where it will 
be necessary to strengthen the local 
libraries through the services from 
regional service centers only. 

That there be a continued edu
cational program in cooperation with 
other educational agencies in the 
state to inform citizens, librarians, 
and library board members of library 
needs, developments, national stand
ards and ways of generally improving 
the support of libraries in the state. 
And the committee was asked, "Does 

this complete your work? Do you wish 

to disband?" The answer was a loud, 
resounding NO, and the committee 
earned the title of "that committee 
which refused to commit suicide." 

During the 1957 legislative session 
the committee became an action group 
assisting in getting the library legisla
tion passed which changed one section 
of the statutes to insure money for 
county libraries, and which through a 
second bill gave specific extension re
sponsibilities to the Traveling Libraries 
Commission to more accurately comply 
with the requirements for use of the 
federal funds. 

The Committee As Advisory Group 
Moving as it has from planning to 

action, the committee now settles into 
its third role, that of an advisory com
mittee to the Traveling Libraries Com
mission in carrying out the services 
which are part of the state plan. The 
committee's willingness to continue in 
an advisory capacity is considered in
valuable to the state agency's future 
development. The membership repre
sents enough varied interests in the 
state to be helpful in carrying news of 
libraries to all parts of the state and to 
all types of organizations, to hear re
ports of studies and evaluate the find
ings, and to assist in presenting the 
needs for the budgetary expansion of 
the Traveling Libraries Commission. 
Here is also a representative sounding 
board for new services and concepts 
that may be worked out as the Travel
ing Libraries Commission develops its 
state-wide program. 

Certainly with no formula at the be
ginning, a review of the steps in the 
committee's work does reflect a pat
tern. This might be defined by three 
definite phases: that of fact finding in 
relation to a known and recognized 
problem; that of exploration to deter
mine unknown factors which might in
fluence the solution of the problem; 
and that of determining some broad 
recommendations for solving the prob
lem. 

And not being willing "to commit 
suicide" the com~ittee has developed 
an enviable esprit de corps with the 
betterment of Kansas libraries not so 
far distant as it was two years ago. 
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COOPERATION-KEYNOTE IN NEBRASKA 
By LOUISE NIXON, Secretary, 
Nebraska State Library Commission, 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Nebraska's plan was developed by the Nebraska Library Associa
tion and the State Public Library Commission, and was sparked by 
cooperation of the Home Extension Service sponsorship of Rural Read·
ing conferences. 

Great was the excitement on the 
Seventh Floor of the Nebraska State 
Capitol on Saturday morning, April 
20th, when the State Treasurer's office 
called to report that there was a check 
"down there" for $40,000 for the Ne
braska Public Library Commission 
from the Federal government. 

The money arrived just before the 
staff started for the seven District Li
brary meetings and the news of its 
arrival was welcomed in each district 
of the state. 

Due to the fact that the money 
needed to be spent or encumbered by 
June 30, 1957, it has been spent mainly 
for books and equipment which will 
be used in the two projects listed in 
the outline of the Nebraska Plan, at
tached to this article. 

The Nebraska Plan for Further Ex
tension of Library Service to Rural 
Areas was developed by the Nebraska 
Library Association and the Nebraska 
Public Library Commission and was 
based on a survey made by the Ne
braska Library Association of all li
brary service in Nebraska. Some of 
the salient points of the survey were: 

Nine counties with no public library 
service. 

Six counties with a total of less than 
5,000 volumes in the public library 
collections in the counties. 

Twelve counties with a total less 
than 10,000 volumes in the public 
library collections in each county. 

Twenty-four counties with no single 
library of 10,000 volumes. 

Thirteen cities with public library 
collections over 20,000 volumes. 

Twenty-five cities with public library 
collections of from 5,000 to 10,000 
volumes. 
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The concentration of population in 
the eastern third of the state leaving 
vast spaces with sparse populations, 
the fact that all railroads and high
ways followed the rivers which flow 
from west to east, the lack of sufficient 
highways north and south, and the 
bearing of these factors on good library 
planning were also pointed up by the 
Survey. 

Because of the very rural character 
of the populations where most of the 
demonstrations of library service will 
be held, an extensive Home Extension 
Club Reading Program was developed 
during 1956, following a Rural Reading 
Conference held in May. The Nebraska 
Public Library Commission, the Home 
Extension Service of the College of 
Agriculture of the University of Ne
braska with the assistance of the Ne
braska Library Association sponsored 
the Rural Reading Conference. The 
results have been gratifying and Ne
braska has great hopes for the library 
development that may come during the 
next four years. 

(The Outline of the Nebraska Plan 
is given below). 

I. General Aims and Policies 
a. To further extend and improve 

library service in rural areas, ap
proaching as nearly as possible 
standards set up in Public Library 
Service. 

b. Preserve the identity of rural 
libraries and to strengthen them 
by incorporating them into library 
systems. 

c. To strengthen the Public Library 
Commission. 

d. For the purpose of the plan rural 
areas "without library service" 
are those areas where there are 
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no tax supported libraries (nine 
counties.) 

e. "Inadequate library service" is 
that service given by libraries that 
are open only a few hours a week, 
book collections and tax support 
so limited that it is impossible to 
perform successfully the functions 
of a public library (242 libraries 
located in communities of less 
than 10,000 population.) 

f. Rural areas to be served will be 
those areas where there is the 
greatest citizen and official inter
est and most favorable possibili
ties for continued support. 

II. Methods of Administration 
a. Establish short-term demonstra

tions where a number of small, 
inadequate libraries can join with 
stronger ones and form a feder
ated system. 

b. Establish branches of the Com
mission which will be permanent 
and state operated and increase 
book collection and audio-visual 
service of the Commission. 

c. Serve from the Commission or 
branch of Commission those areas 
without service where population 
too sparse and assessed valuation 
too low. 

III. Program for January 14, 1957, to 
June 30, 1957 
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a. Project A, a federated system of 
libraries to be established in 
Phelps, Harlan and/ or Furnas 
counties with possibility of adding 
2 additional counties second year 
of project. Phelps county (popu
lation 9,408) to serve as nucleus 
of system. The county library 
board and citizens of county are 
anxious to extend service and the 
adjoining counties are interested 
in the cooperative arrangement. 
Books and equipment will be pur
chased and opening expected 
early in year. Additional staff will 
be employed by the Commission 
including a library consultant and 
assistants for the cataloging de
partment. (The Commission will 
purchase and process books.) 

b. Project B, a project for strength-

ening agency by purchasing books 
and starting new audio-visual col
lection for service to very small 
public libraries not involved in 
projects under the Library Serv
ices Act. 

c. Project C, a project in Rock and 
Keya Paha counties that will ex
tend the newly established Rock 
County Library into adjoining 
Keya Paha county. By second 
half of demonstration it is hoped 
to add Boyd and Brown counties. 
During the first period books will 
be purchased and the services of 
a library consultant will be given 
to this project. 

FILMSTRIP ON PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
A new filmstrip-YOUR LIBRARY, 

ISLAND OR PENINSULA-has just 
been released by the American Library 
Association as part of the series pro
moting the new Publi~ Library Stand
ards. The filmstrip is in full color and 
includes a recorded commentary and 
a mimeographed script, both designed 
to facilitate discussion and understand
ing of the standards. 

PREBOUND 

JUVENILE BO·OKS 

0 F ALL 

PUBLISHERS 

IN OUR OWN 

IMAGINATIVE 

BINDINGS 

• 
Please write for our 

informative catalogues 

• 
CARL J. LEIBEL, INC. 

1236 South Hatcher Avenue 

Puente, California 
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"THE COLORADO PLAN FOR BETTER LIBRARIES" 
By GORDON L. BENNETT, 
Deputy State Librarian, 
Denver, Colorado 

The Colorado plan is flexible and far-reaching, says Mr. Bennett 
in this account in the "Capitol Hill Library Crier," new State Library 
newsletter. 

In order to improve field service 
from the State library, the state was 
divided into five large Areas, each of 
which will have a field consultant to 
work with library and lay-people in the 
Area. To be sure that field workers 
know the needs of these Areas, local 
committees of librarians and lay-people 
will be appointed by the State Board of 
Education to assist in the development 
of better rural services. Field personnel 
will work under the direction of the 
State Library, but will be headquar
tered in the Areas which they serve, 
near grass-root needs. 

Another phase of the program will 
be regional demonstrations of sound 
library service, based on larger units 
of service and meeting as closely as 
possible the 1957 minimum standards 
of the American Library Association. 
In order to accomplish this, the state 
was again divided, this time into twelve 
natural regions, based on geography, 
populations, economic and social affini
ties, trading patterns, and existing 
library programs. From among these 
twelve regions several will be selected 
for purposes of demonstrating inte
grated library service programs which 
will include federations of libraries, 
cooperative practices, mobile services, 
and similar activities. Probably, one 
region in each large Area will have 
such a demonstration during the 
Library Services Act program. In order 
to qualify for such demonstration, re
gions are required to produce plans 
which will: 

1) Show a need for improved 
service. 

2) Give evidence of willingness to 
cooperate with the State Li
brary, and at the local level. 

3) Give assurance that demon
strations, if successful, will de-
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velop into permanent programs 
after Federal Funds are with
drawn. 

With these two main projects the 
State Library feels that the primary 
interests of the people of the state will 
be fulfilled, insofar as is possible with 
funds available to Colorado. 

The Colorado Plan was based on the 
assumption that all of the money rec
ommended by the Library Services Act 
would be made available by Congress. 
Your State Library, and the extension 
agencies of the other states, were dis
appointed last year when less than one
third of the amount authorized by the 
Act was appropriated. However, we 
adjusted our thinking and are now 
planning in terms of a four-and-one
half pear program instead of the orig
inal five. 

Of the total figure of $2,050,000 
appropriated last year, Colorado's 
share amounted to $40,000. The check 
for this amount was received in April, 
accompanied by a recommendation 
from the Library Services Branch of 
the Office of Education, that funds for 
the first year of the program be used 
to purchase books, equipment and sup
plies in order to have the foundation 
laid for the state-wide program in 
1957-1958. We were glad to learn that 
most of the other states were following 
this course and immediately began to 
acquire a basic LSA book collection, 
additional mobile units and other 
equipment. A little more than two 
months was a short time in which to 
spend $40,000, but we made the dead
line and are now in the process of 
applying for our second grant. 

Our search for qualified professional 
assistants to man the Area posts is pro
ceeding at a slow pace. We would ap
preciate any assistance you can give us 

7 



8 

We proudly quote the above from a 
letter received from a VERY PLEASED, 
LARGE USER OF BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND 
PREBOUND BOOKS (a large school system 
in the Northwest) 

It's time that you investigated BOUND
TO-STAY-BOUND PREBOUND BOOKS, over 
16000 popular juvenile titles - most for 
immediate delivery. 

Send for coto/09 and descriptive literature 
today. 

NlllfllnN~ccJB~~ 
- ~, MANUFACTU.UIS OF 

" IOUNO-TO-SU.Y-IOUNO" ,u,oUNO IOOICS 
JACKSONVJLLE, ILUNOIS 

If it's SERVICE you wont, 

If it's DISCOUNT you're ofter, 

If it's FRIENDLINESS you like, 

Then you KNOW it's the 

COLORADO NEWS CO. 
( Div, of American News Co.) 

2195 California St. 

Denver, Colo. 

"You've tried the rest, 

Now try the best" 

Books and Magazine Subscriptions 
at Wholesale 

Member Bibliographical Center 

in securing good applicants for these 
challenging jobs. The picture is some
what complicated by the fact that the 
jobs are to be under civil service, and 
unless we can persuade the State Civil 
Service Commission to waive residence 
requirements, only Colorado electors 
will be eligible. On top of this problem, 
solidly rests the unpleasant fact that to 
date the jobs have not been classified 
and we do not know what salaries we 
can offer. We are shooting at $6,000 
per year to begin with. 

The Program Gathers Momentum 
During the current fiscal year we 

can count on approximately $66,'000 in 
Federal money. Congress was more 
generous this year than last, and appro
priated $5,000,000 for 1957-58, or 
$2,000,000 more than the figure recom
mended by the Bureau of the Budget 
(a very great victory!) for the forty
eight states, and territories. We are in 
a fine position to match this out of 
State Library funds. The program may 
have to be curtailed somewhat be
cause the entire $88,000 (Colorado's 
share of the $7,500,000 authorized by 
the Act) is not available, but a new 
kind of service for rural Colorado will 
soon be "busting out all over!" 

NOTICE OF A MAIL VOTE ON 
MOVING ALA TO WASHINGTON 

In accordance with ALA constitu
tional provisions, a petition has been 
submitted calling for a mail vote of the 
membership of ALA to set aside the 
action of Council which voted at Kan
sas City to move the Headquarters of 
ALA from Chicago to Washington. 

The ballot for the mail vote will be 
included in the September ALA Bulle
tin. This is the only place in which it 
will appear. Full background and de
tails will be given in that issue. 

It is necessary that one-fourth of the 
membership (approximately 5,000, in
cluding personal and institutional) vote 
in order to sustain or defeat the peti
tion. All ALA members are urged to 
exercise their membership right and 
Vote Yes or No on this important issue. 
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NORTH DAKOTA STRESSES INITIATIVE 
By MRS. HAZEL WEBSTER BYRNES, Director, 
North Dakota State Library Commission, 
Bismarck, North Dakota 

Initiative for creating county and multi-county libraries must 
come from the people themselves; o petition signed by 51 % of the 
voters in the lost general election is needed to indicate real interest 
in the program. 

This new Public Library Program 
began with the Federal Library Serv
ices Act, Public Law 597, which was 
passed by the 84th Congress "to pro
mote the further extension by the sev
eral states of public library services to 
rural areas without such services or 
with inadequate services." The State 
Legislature in House Bill 638 permits 
the putting into operation of this Act in 
North Dakota, thus opening a new era 
in public library expansion in this state. 

Every state in the union has been 
offered the possibility of securing some 
federal funds to help promote public 
library service for rural areas. Match
ing funds authorized by the State Leg
islature will bring the mm1mum 
amount to which North Dakota is en
titled, or $40,000 per year for the next 
biennium. The first funds are already 
deposited with the State Treasurer. 

To carry out this program local 
county or multi-county libraries will be 
organized, standardized and set up as 
functioning library systems. Commu
nity libraries already established would 
be maintained as basic operating li
braries, or branch or station libraries, 
and strengthened by being able to draw 
on the resources of the county system. 

The operation library center will 
automatically be the library best 
equipped for this purpose. Other li
braries in the area will be used as 
branches or stations. Cities and vil
lages of under 10,000 population will be 
included as part of the area program. 
Cities over 10,000 may be contracted 
with to serve the surrounding rural 
areas. The initiative for creating 
county and multi-county libraries must 
come from the people themselves. A 
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petition signed by 51 % of the voters in 
the last general election will be needed 
to indicate the real interest in the pro
gram. 

The State Library Commission will 
supervise this program, as will the 
State Library agency in each state. It 
will work in a demonstration area from 
six months to one and a half years, 
helping the system in the specific area 
to become a going concern. Some Fed
eral-State funds will supplement local 
funds. At the close of the demonstra
tion, the area must agree to carry on 
with local funds. House Bill 638 states 
that a tax levy not to exceed 2 mills 
over and above the county tax limita
tion may be used for this purpose. 

Williams was the first county to se~ 
cure the 51 % of signers to the needed 
petition. The County Commissioners 
also voted the mill levy; and the Wil
liams County Library Board has been 
appointed. 

The State Library Commission has 
splendid evidence that the people in the 
rural areas are interested. The many 
calls coming cause us to heartily wish 
that the Legislature had voted more 
than the minimum matching for federal 
funds. 

By another session we predict that 
"the voice of the people" may better 
help the library interests, for the next 
biennium is going to show some splen
did results which will not only extend 
library service, but will offer help in 
giving balance to the development 
which is showing for this state, in 
building not only for industrial and eco
nomic pursuits, but in building the 
people themselves. 
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SOUTH DAKOT A-"BETWEEN LOADS" 

Since the convening of the 35th Ses
sion of the legislature to the present 
time, the Director has literally been 
running between loads. Special meet
ings of the State Library Commission 
were held to determine policy and to 
appear at special legislative committee 
hearings relative to the new State Li
brary Building and appropriation for 
the State Library. Legislation pertain
ing to public libraries permitting the 
placing of unexpended funds from the 
current library budget into a special 
library building fund was introduced 
and became law. The appropriation for 
State Library was increased, but the 
appropriation for funds for new library 
building failed in the Joint Appropria
tion Committee. 

The legislation to increase the mem
bership on the State Library Commis
sion from 5 to 7 members passed both 
Houses of the Legislature and was 
signed into law by the Governor. 

Expansion to Other Quarters 
Since no legislation was enacted for 

a new library building, the Commission 
decided in March to rent quarters for 
State Library. As a result, a vacant 
warehouse, which with minor remodel
ing and new fluorescent lighting, was 
found to be satisfactory for the housing 
of State Library. 

Since June 1st the Director and staff 
have been taking books off the shelves, 
packing them, taking down and reas
sembling shelving in the new quarters 
and placing books in position. Then the 
daily trek to the new quarters to super
vise installations and return between 
loads. 

Central Classification Unit 
The first project to be organized will 

be the Central Unit for Classification 
and Cataloging of books. By means of 
this project libraries may secure tech
nical assistance as well as the catalog 
cards for their books, enabling them to 

JO 

By MERCEDES B. MacKA Y, 
South Dakota State Library Commission, 
Secretary and Director, 
Pierre, South Dakota 

maintain high technical standards and 
permitting librarians to devote their 
time to better serving the adults and 
children with books. 

The second project is the organization 
of a Regional Library Service Center 
with Bookmobile service. 

UT AH MOVES AHEAD 
By RALPH THOMSON, Chairman, 

State Library Commission; 
Associate Librarian, 
University of Utah 

(For a full account of Utah's estab
lishment of a state library agency, see 
"Success Story in Utah," Mountain
Plains Library Quarterly, Spring, 
1957, pp. 15-16. The information below 
adds recent developments.) 

The members of the State Library 
Commission, appointed by the gover
nor, are as follows: 

A. R. Mortensen, Director, Utah His
torical Society; Guy N. Cardon, repre
senting Utah Legislative Council; Wil
burn N. Ball, representing Utah Office 
of Education; Ralph D. Thomson, rep
resenting State Law Library. The 
above members are nominated by the 
agencies and appointed by the Gover
nor. 

Five other members appointed at 
large by the governor are as follows: 

Lucy Phillips, English professor, 
Snow College, Ephraim; Mrs. Dan 
Jones, Librarian, College of Southern 
Utah, Cedar City; Mr. Golden Black, 
businessman, Delta; Wendell E. Gile, 
banker, Salt Lake City; Dr. S. Perry 
Smith, dentist, Logan. 

At the first meeting of the commis
sion, Ralph Thomson was elected chair
man for a two-year period. The chair
man appointed an executive committee 
to help prepare the forms requested for 
Utah's share of funds available through 
the Library Services Act. 
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WYOMING TURNS DOWN FEDERAL LIBRARY AID 
By MRS. FRANK MOCKLER, 

State Library Board, 
Dubois, Wyoming 

A member of the Wyoming State Library Board describes the 
thinking among laymen and some librarians responsible for defeating, 
by one vote, legislation that would have enabled Wyoming to accept 
Federal funds under the Library Services Act. 

In the last session of the Wyoming 
Legislature the enabling act permitting 
the State to participate in the use of 
federal funds for rural libraries under 
the Library Services Act was turned 
down. Had someone told the originators 
of this plan that Wyoming would not 
want it they probably would not have 
been believed. No state is more rural 
than Wyoming. But being rural does 
not mean being ignorant. 

A number of reasons were put forth 
to defeat the bill. One was that Wyo
ming has an outstanding WORKING 
County-Branch-Station system. Long 
ago in Feb. 18, 1901, a law was passed 
whereby county libraries could be es
tablished and be supported by tax 
funds. Later, on Feb. 8, 1921, a branch
station law was added permitting the 
counties to finance libraries in the 
tiniest communities and schools. Con
sequently the newest books, and the 
services of the Bibliographical Center 
for Research, reaches down to every
one. If a farmer or rancher does not 
read books, it needn't be because books 
are not available, or that he is unedu
cated, but probably because he is too 
weary to do so. 

Another reason given was that Wyo
ming has enough taxable wealth to 
provide itself with an adequate public 
library service. Nearly a half million 
more can be raised for library pur
poses without reaching the tax limit. 
If Wyoming wanted to spend $54,468.00 
more for library service all we would 
need to do would be to raise the aver
age levy from 47 cents per $1000.00 to 
54 cents per $1000.00 valuation. Seven 
cents per $1000.00 would provide local 
aid and insure local control of our 
libraries. 

The Legislature had memorialized 
Congress to oppose federal aid for edu-
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cation, so opponents asked, how could 
they then unblushingly and simultane
ously ask for federal aid for libraries. 

Numerous advances in improved 
library services have been accom
plished already, mainly through a letter 
sent out by the State Library Associa
tion asking the county libraries to list 
their needs in order of importance. 
Some of the reported changes are: The 
only county without a library estab
lished a county library and branch in 
May. Additional branches have been 
created. Larger book budgets have 
been secured. Library hours have in
creased. Trained librarians are being 
actively sought in several counties. 

Through a continued active leader
ship and guidance from the State 
librarian and the State Library Associa
tion, their influence can be exerted in 
the development of better library serv
ices over the state. 

Wyoming has an excellent library 
system, it has the wealth to support it, 
and it has the talent to establish and 
maintain the highest of public library 
service without federal aid. As a lay
man I believe this and it might be in
teresting to watch Wyoming do it. 

VOTE BY MAIL-NOW 

Official ballots have now been dis
tributed to all paid-up MPLA members 
by Mrs. Kathryn Gesterfield, secretary. 
The list of nominees was also published 
in the Spring, 1957, Quarterly. 

By action of the membership (see 
Page 15, Fall 1956 Quarterly) no ballots 
will be distributed at the time of the 
annual conference registration this 
year. So in order to have your vote 
counted, VOTE by MAIL - NOW. 
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NEBRASKA RECEIVES A.LA. GRANT 

The Nebraska Public Library Com
mission has been awarded a two-year 
grant of $12,000 by the Library-Com
munity Project of the American Li
brary Association. The grant states, 
Nebraska and Wisconsin, were chosen 
by the Special Projects Committee of 
the ALA Adult Education Division on 
the basis of the merit of their applica
tions. 

The grant is to be used by the Ne
braska Public Library Commission to 
plan and develop a long-range library 
adult education program in cooperation 
with librarians, citizens' groups, or
ganizations, agencies and institutions in 
Nebraska. The grant period is from 
September 1, 1957, to August 31, 1959. 

Miss Ruth Warncke, Director of the 
ALA Library-Community Project, said, 
"The entire Project is tailored to the 
needs within the state, and is designed 
to strengthen the continuing develop
ment of library adult education activi
ties and services. What happens as the 

The Signs 

result of the Project in each of the 
grant states will be of special signifi
cance to librarians throughout the 
country." 

The Library-Community Project has 
two phases. The first is the planning 
and development of a long-range adult 
education program in a pilot library. 
The library, in cooperation with citi
zens of the community, will make a 
community study to determine the na
ture and extent of the educational re
sources for adults, and the educational 
needs and interests which are not being 
met. The library will have the assist
ance of the state library agency staff, 
and of the consultant staff of the Amer
ican Library Association. 

The pilot library in Nebraska will be 
the public library in Hastings. Miss 
Jeanette Hillers is the librarian. 

In addition to its pilot library activ
ity, the Nebraska Public Library Com
mission will develop a broader program 
on a statewide basis. 
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PROGRAM MPLA-PNLA CONFERENCE 
THEME: "BOOKS, LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIANS AROUND THE WORLD" 

Bozeman, Montana, September 5, 61 7, 1957 

Registration ........ . ...... . .. Wednesday, September 4 
Thursday, September 5 

8:00 P.M.-10:00 P.M. 
8:30 A.M.- 5:00 P.M. 
7:00 P.M.- 9:00 P.M. 
8:30 A.M.-12:00 Noon 
8:30 A.M.- 4:00 P.M. 

Friday, September 6 
Saturday, September 7 

PRE-CONFERENCE MEETINGS 
Wednesday, September 4 

Library Education Conference -1:00 P .M. Dr. Irving Lieberman, Dir. 
Sponsored by the Library Development Project School of Librarianship 

University of Washington 
Board of Directors Meeting - 1:00 P .M. 

Mixer - 8:00 P.M.-11:00 P .M. 

FIRST GENERAL SESSION 
Thursday, September 5, 9:00 A.M. 

Welcome to Bozeman . .. . .. .. . . .................... The Hon. Arnold Swanson 
Mayor of Bozeman 

Response ............... . ... . .......... . . . Miss Lora Crouch, President-elect 
Mountain Plains Library Assn. 

Sioux Falls Public Library 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Greetings .... ... . . ......... . .. . ...... . .... .. ...... Morris Johnson, Manager 
Bozeman Chamber of Commerce 

Introduction of Conference Committee 
Announcement of Exhibits . ................. . . .. . ... Marjorie Vivian, Exhibits 

Chairman, Montana State College 
Bozeman, Montana 

Coffeee break and time to look at exhibits 
Business Meeting - PLNA and MPLA in separate sessions -11:00 A. M. 

LUNCHEON 
Thursday, September 5, 12:00 Noon 

Greetings from the American Library Association .. . . Miss Lucile Morsch, Pres. 
American Library Association 

"Progress Report on the Library Development Project" . . . Dr. Morton Kroll, Dir. 
PLNA Library Development Project 

DIVISION MEETINGS 
Thursday, September 5, 2:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M. 

CIRCULATION DIVISION 
"The Public Library Prepares for the Young Adult" . . ... . . Miss Eleanor Kidder 

"The Popular Library - Its Place and Function in a 

Young Peoples Librarian 
Seattle Public Library 

Departmentalized Library" . . . ........ . . .. . .. . ... Speaker to be announced 
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CATALOG DIVISION 
"The Reorganization of A.L.A. and the New Resources 

and Technical Services Division" ........ Mrs. Orcena Mahoney, Exec. Sec. 
Resources and Technical Services Div. 

American Library Association 
Symposium: "New Development in Catalog Administration" 

Miss Hanna E. Krueger, Chief, Humanities Library, State College of 
Washington 

Mr. Frank A. Lundy, Director of University Libraries, Univ. of Nebraska 
Mr. Paul W. Winkler, Asst. Prof., University of Denver School of 

Librarianship 
Mr. W. H. Perry, Librarian, College of Puget Sound Library, Tacoma 

REFERENCE DIVISION 
Panel Discussion on Photocopy Equipment ........ Mr. Chris G. Stevenson, Head 

Technical Information 
General Electric Company 

Richland, Washington 

LIBRARY TRUSTEES ROUND TABLE 
"How Much is Enough - Public Library Budgets in an 

Inflationary Era" ....................... Frederick W ezeman, Assoc. Prof. 
Library School 

University of Minnesota 
STATE AGENCIES ROUND TABLE Mrs. Ruth 0. Longworth, Secretary 

Montana State Library Extension 
Commission, Missoula 

SECOND GENERAL SESSION 
Thursday, September 5, 7:00 P.M.-9:00 P.M. 

"Books, Libraries and Librarians Around the World" . Dr. Carl Hintz, Moderator 
President-elect, PNLA 

Panel: Univ. of Oregon Library, Eugene 
Mr. N. Orwin Rush, Professor, Library Science, University of Wyoming, 

Laramie 
Miss Lucile Morsch, President, ALA, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 
Mr. Robert L. Gitler, Secretary, Committee on Accreditation and Executive 

Secretary, Library Education Division, ALA, Chicago, Ill. 
Mr. Willard Ireland, provincial Librarian and Archivist, Provincial Library 

Victoria, British Columbia 

THIRD GENERAL SESSION 
Friday, September 6, 9:00 A.M. 

Adult Education Committee Session with ALA Adult 
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Education Representative ................. Miss Virginia Walton, Presiding 
State Historical Society 

Panel: Helena, Montana 
Mr. Arthur DeVolder, Public Librarian, Twin Falls, Idaho 
Mr. Milton C. Abrams, Librarian, Utah State Agricultural College, Logan 
Miss L. Dorothy Bevis, Associate Professor, School of Librarianship, 

University of Washington, Seattle 
Miss Lora Crouch, Librarian, Free Public Library, Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
Miss Eilene Morrison, Assistant Professor, Department of Library Science, 

Montana State College Library, Bozeman 
Mr. Eli Oboler, Li~rarian, Idaho State College, Pocatello 
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LUNCHEONS 
Friday, September 6, 12:00 Noon 

"The Competition Among Nations" .. .. ..... . .. . .. . ...... Dr. Robert G. Dunbar 
Professor of History 

Montana State College, Bozeman 

SPECIALIZED SERVICES DIVISION LUNCHEON 

"Tribute From a Research Engineer" . . .. . ........ ... . . .. .. Dr. L . F. Roehmann 
Research Electrical Engineer 

Kaiser Aluminum & Chemical Corp. 
Department of Metallurgical 

Research, Spokane 
FREE AFTERNOON WITH ENTERTAINMENT PROVIDED 

BY THE LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
Friday, September 6, 1:30 P.M. 

Executive Committee - Library Development Project 

Saturday, September 7, 9:00 A.M. 

"Books and Libraries in Our Region" .. . . . .. . .... .. Mr. Stuart Baillie, Presiding 

Panel: 

Director, S.chool of Librarianship 
University of Denver 

Miss Kathleen Campbell, Librarian, University of Montana Library, Missoula 
Mr. L. H. Kirkpatrick, President, MPLA, University of Utah Library, 

Salt Lake City 
Dr. Irving Lieberman, Director, School of Librarianship, University of 

Washington 

LUNCHEON 
Saturday, September 7, 12:00 Noon 

"Books and Libraries in Technical Assistance and 
Foreign Development Program" .... . . . .. .. . ..... Dr. R. R. Renne, President 

Montana State College 
Bozeman 

FOURTH GENERAL SESSION 
Saturday, September 7, 2:00 P.M. 

Business Meetings - PNLA and MPLA in separate sessions 

FIFTH GENERAL SESSION 
Saturday, September 7, 7:00 P.M. 

BANQUET 
Presiding ... . .. .. .. ..... . . ... . . .. . .. .. .. . . .. .. . . . ... .. . Mrs. Alma S. Jacobs 

Great Falls Public Library 
Great Falls, Montana 

Toastmaster ...... . .. . ..... .. ...... . ...... . . ... .. .. ... .. .. L. H. Kirkpatrick 

Resolutions 

University of Utah Library 
Salt Lake City 

"The Inward Look for the Upward Climb" . ... Frederick Wezeman, Assoc. Prof. 
- Library School 

University of Minnesota 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

For years members of MPLA have tried to find time adequate to work on 
regional enterprises. The suggestion below is a specific proposal on how to do 
this, an idea on which we solicit your ideas and comments. 

MUST CONVENTIONS BE CONVENTIONAL? 
By FRANK D. HANKINS, Assistant Librarian, Wichita Public Library, Wichita, Kansas 

Much as we might grouse good naturedly 
about them, most library meetings probably 
do rather well the job they are intended to do. 

I would like to enter a demurrer in the 
case of the typical regional library association 
convention, however, on the grounds that too 
often the same "tried and true" formula 
also used by other library groups does not 
adequately meet the association's needs. As I 
see it, the regional library association (MPLA, 
PNLA, SWLA, etc.) is primarily a working 
group rather than a meeting body, and its 
convention might well reflect this difference. 

This is not to say that other library organi
zations do not work, nor that regional library 
association should not hold meetings. The 
difference is one of degree, rather. 

A typical library convention ( excluding 
ALA Midwinter) has general sessions with 
speakers, panels, etc., and section meetings 
with speakers, panels, etc. Committees which 
meet during the course of a convention either 
gather after conventions hours or skip part 
of the program to meet. (The latter is not 
generally encouraged.) 

Now in all this, the format is unavoidably 
that of a few speaking from the platform to 
the many in the audience, with some occa
sional relief afforded by buzz sessions, post
mortem discussion groups, and the like. Out
side speakers are standard attractions at 
intra-state as well as inter-state conclaves. 
Representatives from ALA are most generous 
with their time, participating in many meet
ings around the country, and frequently key
noting the convention. 

I question not the validity of this type of 
meeting, but, for the following reasons, the 
assumption that it is the best type for our 
regional library associations: 

1. Regional associations are the best means of 
bringing together librarians in one area to con
sult about, plan, and ·then administer regional 
enterprises. There should be adequate time at 
the meeting for this to occur. For example, 
suppose some one feels that his regional asso
ciation could well provide a clearing-house of 
positions available in the area: How do others 
see it, what can be done, would it be feasible, 
how can it be done, and so forth. When 
librarians are together in the regional meeting 
would seem to be the best time for considera
tion of such proposals. If you want to stifle or 
kill such proposals, just let them hang on 
from meeting to meeting. This will not only 
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do them in - it will render future ideas 
dead on arrival, if not still-born. 

But how encourage the expression of ideas, 
projects, plans, if time is taken up with 
"inspirational" talks (even is they are good), 
and rigidly organized sessions? Organization 
is essential, true, but more flexibility is 
desirable. Some time is now provided for 
smaller group meetings, true, but not enough. 
Perhaps working committees, meeting on con
vention time and reporting back to a general 
session, is one way of facilitating the flow of 
ideas and arriving at concrete proposals -
before everybody goes home. 

2. Consider the people that attend regional 
meetings, and the libraries represented. 
Chances are very good that the same people, 
or if not, at least the same libraries, were 
represented at the district (intra-state) and 
state meetings and one if not both of the 
annual national meetings. The regional asso
ciation, between the state and national bodies, 
should offer more than a recapitulation of 
current library matters that occurred at these 
two levels. (By that I don't mean one should 
assume that everyone attending knows of 
such matters. By all means pass on all per
tinent bits of information, but don't make a 
federal case of it.) For example: At the 1956 
Mountain-Plains meeting, representatives 
from each of the seven-member states de
scribed his state's program to implement the 
Federal Library Services Act. This was a 
good exchange of information and ideas. 
Simply to have developed a general session 
around the Act, without its application to the 
region, however, would have been worse than 
a waste of time, for practically everyone 
there had by that time a working knowledge 
of the legislation itself. Again, because the 
people attending are in general well up on 
library matters, they can contribute much 
to each other, with the right framework of 
operations. 

3. Does the regional meeting offer some
thing the other library conventions do not? 
Does it accomplish anything not better under
taken by other library associations? Consider 
the distance traveled, time, money and energy 
devoted to planning, programming, and at
tending the meeting. Is it worth it? For 
example: A good program around the sociol
ogy and physical characteristics of the region 
as it affects library service may be of more 
lasting benefit than a program based on the 
theme of adult education. This is not because 
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HUNTTIN adult education is less important, but that it 
may (and note I say may, not necessarily) 
have less application in this particular region. 
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Now, in another region, adult education 
activities in the several states might make a 
much more relevant program. The thing is -
stay away from general topics not directly 
applicable to the region, topics best discussed 
at other library meetings. People frequently 
travel long distances to regional meetings. 
It is unfair at the end of a long journey to 
meet them at the door with warmed-over 
hash. 

I believe that regional library association 
will function best if the emphasis is on a 
working group, rather than a meeting body. 
To work well, we must meet; when we meet, 
we should also work. 

This then is a suggestion to amend rather 
than replace our present type of regional 
library association meeting. Keep the general 
session(s), but keep to a minimum. Eliminate 
outside talks that do not directly contribute 
to the work at hand. Give more convention 
time to scheduled working committees, and 
time for them to report to the membership. 
Encourage and enable members to participate 
in suggesting what the regional association 
can and should be doing. Finally, stick to 
regional affairs. 

Perhaps what I am trying to say is that a 
regional library association, which can meet 
at most once a year, might well pattern its 
convention less after the ALA summer meet
ing and more after ALA Mid-Winter. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL CENTER NEWS 

COOPERATING WITH NATIONAL 
UNION CATALOG 

George A. Schwegmann, Jr. , Chief, 
Union Catalog Division, Library of 
Congress, visited the Center July 22 
to discuss reporting holdings for the 
National Union Catalog. In order to 
reduce the number of holdings being 
sent through the Center the following 
libraries will be asked to report on a 
selective basis direct to the Library of 
Congress: 

University of Arizona 
University of Denver 
University of Colorado 
University of Kansas 
University of Utah 
University of Wyoming 
Kansas City Public Library 
Texas Technological College 
Each of these libraries will also send 

their holdings to the Denver Bib 
Center. 

RABBITS OUT OF THE HAT 
Rabbits, a Subject Bibliography, by 

Laura I. Makepeace, (no. 3) in the 
Special Bibliographies series of the 
Bibliographical Center is becoming 
famous all over the world. Copies have 
been sent to Canada, Russia, Australia, 
Sweden, Norway, England, Pakistan 
and many other foreign countries. So 
many copies are being sold they may 
provide funds for a new cabinet for 
the Union Catalog. 

REPORT OF THE 
ACQUISITIONS COMMITTEE 

The Acquisitions Committee held a 
meeting May 28, 1957, at the Denver 
Public Library. They made the follow
ing recommendations to the Executive 
Board of the Bibliographical Center: 

1. That, money budgeted for equip
ment be held in reserve until the 
end of the fiscal year at which 
time purchase of catalog case or 
cases be considered and investiga
tion made as to the suitability of 
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the use of Art Metal Equipment. 
2. That, at the end of the fiscal year, 

money left up to four hundred 
dollars and not to exceed five 
hundred dollars be applied to the 
funds of the Denver Public Li
brary toward the purchase of the 
"British Museum, General Cata
logue of Printed Books, New Edi
tion." It is recommended also that 
this be a continuing cooperative 
purchase for the six year esti
mated period of publication. 

3. That, the "Microcard Edition of 
National Bibliographies," be con
sidered a justified and normal 
purchase by the Center. 

4. That, a list of holdings of the Bib
liographical Center either litho
graphed or on cards be prepared 
for the member organizations. 
Limited numbers can be prepared 
and sold to other interested indi
viduals or institutions. 

5. That, a survey is needed indicat
ing the subject areas which are 
being emphasized by the individ
ual member libraries. 

6. That, there is a need for a new 
evaluation of the cost of the serv
ices of the Bibliographical Center 
to the member organizations. 

Those present were: Eulalia Chap
man, Jane Gould, Gladys Drotleff, Mi
riam McNally, John Eastlick, Forrest 
Carhart, Henry W altemade, Walter 
Babbitt, Margaret Reid, chairman. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Two new members of the Biblio

graphical Center have just been an
nounced by Mrs. Eulalia Chapman, di
rector. 

They are: Library and Archives, Li
brary Extension Division, Phoenix, 
Arizona, Mrs. Catherine S. Chadwick, 
extension librarian; and Osawatomie 
State Hospital, Osawatomie, Kansas, 
Mrs. D. Morton, librarian. 
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easy to use 
... so easy to read 

So very simple - and in less time and without effort 
you hav~ a 'pleasing, effective, professional catalog 
that your library users will acclaim. Headings are 
printed oµ perforated sheits and are easiiy detached 
for insertion in LIBRARY BUREAU ANGLE TAB 
VISIBLE-NAME GUIDES; 

There is a printed guide heading set to fit the needs 
and capacity of your library. Each set is a c()mplete 
alphabetical guide to give you just the right spacing 
for easy reference .. Intensive research • secured the 
proper sel_ection of subject headings from the Library 
of Congress and other authoritative sources. 

Write today for_f.ree illustrated folder LB739 . 

• 
DIVISION OF SPERRY RAND CORPORATION' 

1901 Baltimore Avenue, Kansas City 8, Missouri • 1501 Howard Street, Omaha 2, Nebraska 
620 West Colfax Avenue, Denver 4, Colorado • 164 S. Second East Street, Salt Lake City 1, Utah 

20 MOUNTAIN-PLAINS LIBRARY QUARTERLY 



- ....... , The products pictured you'll rec-
ognize immediately as long ~tending 

library favorites. Bro-Dart also offers a 
full line of standard library supplies, cover
ing every conceivable library need! 

~rio=!larit INDUSTRIES __, 

LIBRARY EFFICIENCY CORPORATION 

1898 So. Sepulveda Blvd., Los Angeles 25, Calif. 

1. PlASTI-KlEER® 
BOOK JACKET COVERS 
lifetime ... Regular 
Duplex •.• Edgelock 

2. DE LUXE PERIODICAL 
BINDERS 

3. PlASTI-KlEER® 
PHONO-JACKET COVERS 

4. BIND-ART® LIQUID 
PLASTIC ADHESIVE 

S. PlASTl-lACTM TRANS
PARENT BOOK SPRAY 

6. IOOK-Alo® 
CLOTH TAPE 

NEW SUPPLY CATALOG• WRITE NOW 

* All Orders of 10 Books 
or More Postpaid 

Deseret 
&ooh 

Books From All Publishers 

The largest and best stocked 
wholesale book distributor between 

Denver and the West Coast. 

FAST AND COMPLETE SERVICE 
to Schools and Public Libraries. 

* HIGHEST DISCOUNTS 
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WHAT EVER SERVICE YOU NEED 
WE ARE THERE WITH THE "BEST" 

Al'PHOYl•:D BOOK 

"YOUR INSURANCE 
of 

THE BEST" 

Your time limit is honored: 

If you need your work back by a 
specific date we respect that time. 

* Picture Cover Rebinding (Library or text) 

* Periodical Bindings (Standard) 

* Edition Bindings (School Annuals or New Publications) 

CAPITAL CITY BOOKBINDERY 

Bo.ohl . • 

4827 PRESCOTT 

LINCOLN 6, NEBRASKA 

• 

from McCLURG'S 
McClurg's, with over half a century of 

specialized library service, is equipped 
to serve you well! Our staff is skilled in 
the handling of Library, School and 
College book orders. 

We welcome your patronage . and 
the opportunity to serve you. 

A. C. McCLURC & CO. 
3 3 3 E. Ontario St. Chicago 11, Illinois 

"Serving Librarians Is Our Business" 


