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Country School Legacy: Humanities on the Frontier 

Country Schoo ls were t he center for a ll 
social activity on t he frontie r. O n quiet 
Christmas nights the mood would have 
been solemn and re l igious. Other 
evenings, square dancers rocked t he walls 
and danced the Virginia reel, turkey trot, 
Oh Johnny Oh, and the o ld cou ntry folk 
dances like the schottish, the polka, and 
the butterfly. 

Men would have stepped out for a 
smoke, a fast swig, and the women 
catching their breath after that last, fast 
dance, would have checked on the babies 
in the hallway 

Kids caught catnaps in the corner, and 
lazy flies traced X's on the window panes 
by day in those quiet, drowsy schools. But 
at night the issues of the times were hotly 
debated and fierce speakers defended 
prohibition, the coinage of free silver, and 
presidential candidates. In the evenings, 
the humble schoolhouse became a 
podium for ringing rhetoric. Farmer 
fathers, quiet behind the plow during the 
day, boomed out their support for 
William Jennings Bryan at night. 

In hopes of documenting and sharing 
the country school experience, the MPLA 
Executive Board voted at its July 13th 
meeting to sponsor a grant titled "Coun
try School Legacy: Humanities on the 
Frontier." The grant proposal will be sub
mitted to the National Endowment for the 
Humanities Division of Public Programs 
and the Library Program. The grant will in
volve active research and pub I ic in
volvement in each of the states served by 
the Mountain Plains Library Association. 

Andrew Gulliford, a fourth-grade 
teacher and college instructor in history 
and photography, will direct the project 
from Colorado . As a freelance 
photographer and oral historian, he has 
documented many aspects of Colorado 
rural life. He has gathered history for the 
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Penrose Public Library in Colorado 
Springs, the Plains and Peaks Library 
System, the Colorado Centennial
Bicentennial Commission, and the 
Colorado Humanities Program. His major 
documentaries include "As Far as the Eye 
Can See: A High Plains Documentary" 
and "The Years Ahead: Life for the Aging 
in Northwest Colorado." 

The purpose of the "Country School 
Legacy" grant is to research country 
schools and their importance as 
educational and community institutions 
on the frontier. This research will then be 
utilized in numerous presentations in 
rural and urban libraries in the MPLA 
states. The primary goal of the grant is to 
stimulate public involvement with 
libraries and their facilities and collec
tions. 

The mountain/plains states comprised 
the major portion of the American fron
tier during the latter half of the nine
teenth century, and most humanities and 
social life on the vast plains and rugged 
mountains took place at country schools. 
At the turn of the century there were 
200,000 one-room schools - now only 
1,111 still survive. 

The country school experience cuts to 
the heart of the frontier tradition in the 
MPLA states. Generations of residents at
tended country schools or taught in one
room structures. 

In the words of Olive Salladay who 
taught in South Park, Colorado in 1927, 
"After one look at the building, I was sure 
I had lost my mind. It was built of rough 
boards with double-boarded wal Is with 
tarpaper between the boards. We had a 
small box heater to heat the building 
which it didn't do in cold weather. When 
it was really cold we moved the desks up 
as close as we could to the stove." 

The South Park School, as crude as it 
was, seems ultra-modern compared to 
earlier Colorado schools in the beginning 

>'jb·s Primary Lessons.-No. 

days of ranching. Nellie Carnahan Robin
son taught in the Disappointment Creek 
Valley in Southwest Colorado in 1897. She 
wrote in her diary: 

I am sure there was not another school house in the 
whole country as prtm1t1ve as this one There couldn't 
have been . It was made of logs dnd had been built in a 
day by the men in the settlement The dimensions 
were about fourteen by sixteen feet The logs were 
chinked and daubed with adobe mud In many places 
the mud had fallen out lf a child wanted to look at 
anyone passing, he would peek between the logs 

The roof was made by first placmg a layer of poles 
across which was the ceding The poles were then 
covered with straw and over the straw was a thick 
coating of adobe mud From the ridge pole on each 
side were unfinished boards There was very little slant 
to the roof, but 1t kept out the rain 

On some days we had occasional showers of dirt 
when a wood rat would be prowling around up there. 
The floor was of unfinished boards, and if a child 
dropped a per -: 1 he learned to be quick to retrieve or 
1t rolled through the cracks under the floor At t1,nes 
we would have a general upheaval at the noon hour 
when the boys would take up the floorboards and 
reclaim the erasers, pencils, chalk, and various other 
articles the wood rat had hidden undrr thne 

Such reminiscences will make up only a 
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small part of the historical material to be 
researched. Old photographs will be 
cataloged and identified; school sites will 
be located and existing structures noted 
and photographed; oral histories will 
gather new data; genealogical records 
based on school attendance will be com
piled; and specific school/com
munity/humanities themes will be 
studied. 

Following the research phase will be 
the production phase in which the 
materials wil I be incorporated into a 
videotape, slide-tape program, discussion 
guidelines, and a traveling exhibit. 

The most important phase, the presen
tation phase, will utilize the research in 
rural and urban libraries in the MPLA 
states. Extensive publicity will culminate 
in local programs where libraries will 
sponsor seminars. The traveling exhibit 
will serve as a focal point for library 
discussions based on: country schools as 
historic sites; country schools as centers 
of the community; genealogy and local 
history from rural education records; 
female teachers, their roles, rules, and 
restrictions; the function of country 
schools in the Americanization of ethnic 
groups; the humanities and the great era 
of debating clubs and literary societies; 
reading, writings, 'rithmetic, and 
recitation; and contemporary uses for 
one-room schools. 

These mini-seminars will be scheduled 
over a month's time and will be con
ducted by I ibrary personnel at the rate of 
two a week. The seminars will be informal 
and presented somewhat like old
fashioned Chautauqua's. The project will 
be a marvelous opportunity to introduce 
new patrons to local history collections, 
library-held genealogical resources, on
going oral history programs, and to each 
other. 

Senior citizens will enjoy swapping 
Support MPLA Advertisers! 



stories about those "good old school 
days" and younger patrons will find out 
from the past more about their own 
education and its value. Teachers in the 
MPLA states will eagerly attend the 
sessions, and they'll be surprised at how 
far education has come. 

Olive Salladay, who taught also in 
Peach Valley between Silt and New 
Castle, remembers, "My first few weeks 
were pretty hectic. I was greatly relieved 
any morning I didn 't open my desk and 
find a mouse, snake, or frog. They were all 
dead, of course. By the time the kids 
found out that didn' t frighten me, we set
tled down." 

If a teacher's lot in the early years of 
country schools was not made easier by 
rowdy children , neither did school distri ct 
regulations and finances make the job 
any more appealing. Districts paid 
teachers in warrants which the teachers 

From Your President. .. 
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then took to local banks to cash. 
Banks always checked the status of the 

district account before redeeming the 
warrant, and during the Great Depression 
and minimal tax collection, often those 
warrants weren't worth the paper they 
were written on. Teachers then had the 
gloomy option of not getting paid and let
ting the warrant collect interest at the 
bank until the district could redeem it . Or 
teachers could cash their warrants at a 
20% loss in pay and let the bank profit by 
the difference and the interest. All this 
financial hoopla for a mere $75 a month. 

" Country School Legacy: Humanities 
on the Frontier" will be an exciting com
munity-oriented grant for MPLA libraries 
and I ibrarians . Two I ibrarians from each 
state will be selected to direct research in 
their respective states. A stipend of $2,000 
to cover work done outside of normal 
working hours will be provided along with 

$500 for travel. 
Smaller stipends will be paid to 

librarians interested in working on the 
evening seminars as discussion leaders. 
Individuals interested in the grant should 
immediately contact Andrew Gulliford, 
Project Director . Libraries and library 
systems desiring to be host institutions 
should also contact Mr. Gulliford . He can 
be reached at: 

Box 305 
Silt, CO 81652 
(303) 876-5585 home 
(303) 875-2363 work 

If your library has specific materials 
relevant to the grant topic, please notify 
the project director. " Country School 
Legacy" will be an innovative opportunity 
to focus modern library science on a 
unique aspect of our American heritage. 

It is quite likely that my previous columns have given you the 
impression that I am 100% behind an effort to " sell " MPLA. Well, 
I am, and I am continuing my efforts with full backing of your 
executive board . Our dedication in services and programs to 
member needs is a factor that cannot be promoted too strongly . 

The past couple of days I have been hard at work selling 
another organization, the Bellevue Chamber of Commerce, bat
ting zero with a shoe store and an electronics dealer, but easily 
selling memberships to a restaurant and to a lounge. Selling a 
Chamber of Commerce is not easy, as it is often difficult to point 
to tangible results which members can visibly stand to gain . 

However, selling MPLA is a completely different story . The 
tangibles are all there. 

Shortly, you will see the results of Executive Board foresight 
and the hard work of our Public Relations Committee in the form 
of a new membership brochure. 

The Brochure will cover all that MPLA has to offer in depth, and 
its intent is dual : to sell MPLA to new members and to sell current 
members on programs available to them . The latter is emphasized 
because we are finding that the membership is not always aware 
of all they can find and use. 

In our catalog of member services to be provided in this new 
member brochure will be a listing for our latest venture, " MPLA 
Experience Exchange." " Experience Exchange" is the title of a 
program which carries the current One-to-One Program an ad
ditional step, by providing additional opportunities for members 
to visit libraries with unique or special programs and learn new 
ideas. No financial assistance comes with this program . MPLA's 
role will be to locate, identify and list for members the many 
learning opportunities in our region . 

" Experience Exchange" could be an important skills sharing op
portunity . Libraries are invited to open their doors to others for a 
day or two to share with visitors the interesting and successful ser
vices they perform. We need volunteer host institutions, as the 
success of the program will depend on the variety of op
portunities we can offer. 

This is my final column as your President. I leave office more 
impressed with MPLA than ever before, mostly because of the 
hard work contributed by the Executive Board and my Committee 
Chairpersons. And as Joe Edelen informs me, we are also serving 
our largest membership ever. So it has been a good year, and I 
want to thank you all. 

Jim Dertien 
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Carl Gaumer Reference Service 
Magazine Index (IAC) 
Amacom Book Company 
Carrollton Press 

Marshall Cavendish 
Los Libros en Espanol 
Mountain Plains Supply 

Chilton Book Company Company 
Extends an invitation to all people attending the Mountain Plains Library convention to be our guests at the 
Carl Gaumer Buffet Dinner at 6:30 p.m., Sunday, October 28. So we can make the necessary arrangements, 
please RSVP by October 15 (or as soon as possible) either by (1) Marking the "I shall attend" blank on the con
ference pre-registration form published in the August MPLA Newsletter, or (2) clipping and mailing this form to 
Carl Gaumer, 5175 W. Yale Avenue, Denver, CO 80219. 

Name _______________________ Address 

BCR Announces 
Program for Denver 

BCR will participate in the joint 
meeting of the Mountain Plains Library 
Association and the Colorado Library 
Association October 28-31 at the new 
Fairmont Hotel in downtown Denver. 

At 1 :00 Sunday afternoon, October 28, 
in the Florentine Room, BCR will present 
a program featuring Frederick C. Kilgour, 
President and Executive Director of 
OCLC, Inc. Mr. Kilgour will make a presen
tation on network governance, and a 
panel of librarians from academic, state, 
and school libraries will respond . 

BCR Executive Director Donald B. Sim
pson will be a panelist at the session 
"Coor _,ation, Conflict and Compromise 
Among and Between Academic, College, 
and State Library Agencies, " on Sunday 
afternoon, October 28, from 3:00 to 5:00 
p.m. Also at MPLA/CLA, Dr. Segal, Resour
ce Sharing Division Director, will par
ticipate in the "Marketing Library Ser
vice" program on Monday, October 29, 
from 9:00 to 10:30 a.m. in the Directors' 
Room . 

An organizational meeting of the 
OCLC/ ILL User Croup and a luncheon of 
State Library Networking Personnel, at 
which regional protocols will be 
discussed are scheduled for Wednesday. 
BCR will also meet informally during the 
conference with representatives of area 
library schools and with school 
library/media pesonnel to discuss possibl(• 
services and programs. 

BCR will have a booth in the Pxhibit 
area and a hospitality suite where demon
strations can be arranged. BCR Update 
Forums are scheduled to be held in the 
BCR suite at 10:00 a.m. October 28, 2:00 
p.m. October 29, and 10:00 am. October 
30. 
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Kilgour to Keynote BCR 
Program at Denver 

Frederick C. Kilgour, President and 
Executive Director of OCLC, Inc., will 
deliver the primary address of the BCR 
program of the Mountain Plains Library 
Association Colorado Library 
Association joint conference. The BCR 
program will be held from 1 :00 to 3:00 
p.m., Sunday, October 28 in the Florentine 
Room at the Fairmont Hotel, Denver, 
Colorado. 

Mr. Kilgour will compare the strengths 
and weaknesses of various structures and 
governance formats in networking as per
ceived from his point of view as the chief 
executive of OCLC, Inc., a large 
bibliographic network supplying services 
and products to many types and sizes of 
networks. 

Following Kilgour's presentation, a 
three member panel - consisting of 
Roger Hanson, University of Utah, 
representing a large research library, a 
state librarian, and a school library 
representative (both yet to be confirmed) 
- wi 11 react to the presentation . The 
remaining time will be devoted to audien
ce participation . 

Mr. Kilgour attended Harvard , Harvard 
Graduate School, and Columbia Univer
sity School of Library Service He has held 
professional positions at Harvard College 
Library, Yale Medical Library, and Yale 
University Library . Following the co
authorship of the consulting report 
recommending the development of the 
Ohio College Library Center in 1967, 
Kilgour has led a distinguished career as 
It , only executive director. 

Among his many distinctions, Kilgour 
ha, earned significant professional 
recognition for his outstanding leader
ship. Three of his more recent awards in
clude the Melvil Dewey Medal , 1978; the 
Library and Information Technology 
Award. 1979, Jnd the Academic/Research 
Librarian of the Year Award co-recipient 
for the current year. 

New Directions Needed 
for MPLA? 

In recent years librarians have begun to 
recognize their responsibilities to serve 
special classes of patrons. Outreach 
programs to reach the homebound and in
stitutionalized elderly, ethnic minorities, 
prisoners, the illiterate - to name only a 
few - have been developed in numerous 
libraries. But in response to MPLA 
President Jim Dertien's June invitation for 
MPLA members to suggest new programs 
and services the association might offer, 
L. Fay Domek, librarian at the Adult 
Resident 's Library at the North Dakota 
State Hospital asks if it isn ' t time for 
MPLA to look at its organization and its 
offerings to members. 

Her work as librarian serving 
psychiatric patients in a psychiatric 
hospital library, with its unique goals and 
needs, has raised questions about the 
adequacy of MPLA programs to serve 
librarians in such special library 
situations. 

Fay wonders if this isn't "a feasible time 
for members to ponder and envision the 
possibility of launching a seminar
workshop-information exchange through 
our organization. Perhaps in our mem
bership there are many who are searching 
for better ways to utilize audio-visuals for 
institutionalized residents . Perhaps it is 
help they need developing and carrying 
out their programs. There are vast num
bers of special aspects in libraries serving 
psychiatric patients" 

Is anyone else out there interested? Fay 
will be at Denver to brainstorm with 
similarly situated librarians. But beyond 
Denver, what should MPLA be doing to 
help special librarians and, for that mat
ter, any librarians with special needs7 
Take up Jim 's 1nv1tation for new ideas and 
"be imaginative, be bold , and add a touch 
of practicality . And then hurriedly get 
your ideas in the mail " 

Support MPLA Advertisers! 



Western States to 
Explore Cooperative 
Conservation Strategies 

The Western Council of State Libraries, 
Inc., Herschel V. Anderson of South 
Dakota, Chairman, has received a $49,000 
grant from the National Historical 
Publications and Records Commission, 
which the Western Council has matched 
with $25,000, for a twelve month 
"Western States Materials Conservation 
Project." The project staff will organize a 
Planning Conference in each of the seven
teen Western Council States bringing 
together librarians, archivists, con
servators and historical society personnel 
to assess library and archival materials 
conservation problems and alternatives 
for resolving them. 

Howard P. Lowell of Salem, Oregon, 
Project Director, and Karen Day of Den
ver, Colorado, Assistant Project Director, 
will conduct these state meetings during 
the Fal I of 1979 and Winter of 1980. In 
June, 1980, representatives from each of 
the state meetings will convene to 
evaluate cooperative solutions for the 
problems uncovered during the state sur
vey process. The objective of this meeting 
will be to develop a coordinated plan of 
conservation actions, thus providing a 
framework for improved materials con
servation in the Western United States in 
the1980's. 

Regular monitoring of project activities 
will occur under the supervision of an Ad
visory Committee composed of Richard 
King, University of California; Robert Pat
terson, University of Wyoming; William 
Knott, Jefferson County Library, 
Colorado; and John Kinney, Alaska State 
Archives; and the Conservation Com
mittee of the Western Council, whose 
members are Gerald Newton, California 
State Library; Joseph Anderson, Nevada 
State Library; and Barry Porter, State 
Library Commission of Iowa. 

Wyoming held their planning con
ference at the State Library in Cheyenne 
August 21. 

Three Libraries in MPLA 
Region to Share in 
Humanities Grant 

Eleven libraries have been awarded 
grants to participate in the American 
Library Association's project to develop 
creative and innovative programs in the 
humanities which will serve as models for 
libraries across the country. ALA received 
a grant from the National Endowment for 
the Humanities (NEH) to support demon
stration programs in public libraries using 
Courses by Newspaper topics and 
materials. 

Clark County Library District (Las 
Support MPLA Advertisers! 

Vegas, Nevada), Salt Lake City Public 
Library (Utah) and Wichita Public Library 
(Kansas) were three of the eleven libraries 
chosen for the unique components they 
will bring to the national demonstration 
model. Other I ibraries selected were 
Alabama Public Library Service, Mon
tgomery; Broward County Library System, 
Tamarac, FL; Chicago Public Library; 
Cumberland County Public Library, Fayet
teville, NC; East St. Louis (Illinois) Public 
Library; Forsyth County Public Library, 
Winston-Salem, NC, Onondaga County 
Public Library, Syracise, NY; West
moreland County Library Board, Green
sburg, PA. 

The ALA/NE H/Cou rses by Newspaper 
project will reach a variety of audiences 
through a wide range of programs in 
several types of communities and the 
final results should provide a number of 
formats for developing humanities 
programs in public libraries. 

BCR Reports Online 
Access Survey Results 

During the Winter and Spring of 1979, 
BCR surveyed its participants to find out 
who had access to online technical and 
reference retrieval services. Of 187 
questionnaires sent, 163, or 87%, were 
returned. The following is a summary of 
the responses: 

One hundred twenty-eight libraries 
reported having in-house access to OCLC, 
and thirteen others said the system was 
available to them through another 
method. Twenty-six libraries have RLIN in
house and eight have other access to 
RLIN. One library reported its own in
house system and nine reported having 
access to MINI-MARC, automated cir
culation systems, and other technical ser
vice systems. 

Seventy-six libraries have access to 
DIALOG in-house, seventy have SDC, thir
ty-two BRS, and thirty NYTIB. Twenty
nine libraries have other databases 
available in house. Access to the 
databases is available to some libraries 
other than at their home institution. Fifty
one libraries reported having such access 
to DIALOG, forty-eitht to SDC, forty-three 
to BRS, sixty-four to NYTIB, and twelve to 
other databases. A large proportion of the 
respondents (53%) has no access to BRS; 
42% have no access to NYTI B. However, 
only 23% have no access to DIALOG and 
only 27% have no SDC access. 

BCR offers all these services to the 
Mountain Plains Region under the direc
tion of James Tilton, Director, Com
puterized Services Division. (Source: Ac
tion for Libraries, September 1979, p. 13.) 

Volunteers Needed for 
OCLC Shakedown Cruise 

OCLC has issued a call for applications 
from member libraries that would like to 
participate in an on-line shakedown 
cruise of the Acquisitions Subsystem in 
the first half of 1980. 

From the applications OCLC will select 
20 institutions to participate in the 
shakedown. To participate institutions 
must be committed to use the OCLC 
Acquisitions Subsystem for all their unit 
title orders. Acquisitions staff will need 
access to an OCLC terminal. Volunteer 
libraries will also need innovative and ef
ficient plans for the transition to on-line 
acquisitions processing. 

The volunteer libraries will be chosen 
to represent the wide variety of OCLC 
members and also the fol lowing areas of 
acquisitions and automation: centralized 
acquisitions; cooperative acquisitions; 
distributed acquisitions; experience with 
automated acquisitions and manual 
acquisitions. 

The shakedown will accustom users 
and OCLC to the first version of the 
Acquisitions Subsystem. General release 
of the subsystem is scheduled for the sum
mer of 1980. 

Libraries may obtain a copy of the ap
plication (which contains a questionnaire) 
from their network office, or if ap
p ro pr i ate, from the Resource 
Management Department, User Services 
Division, OCLC, Inc., 1125 Kinnear Road, 
Columbus, Ohio 43212. (Source: OCLC 
Newsletter, 13 August 1979, p. 4.) 

Subscriptions the 
Professional way . . . 

With costs increasing as library budgets 
shrink, modern librarians are called 
upon to use their professional skills 
more than ever. 
That's why Faxon's fast, accurate, 
flexible subscription service makes 
sense for so many busy libraries. Order
ing through Faxon helps manage costs 
and frees librarians for important 
management tasks. 
Write or call today for our LIBRARIANS' 
GUIDE and SERVICE BROCHURE. 
Faxon. For subscription service ... the 
professional way. 

Library business is our only business -
since 1881. 

filID 
F. W. FAX00 COfflPADY, IDC. 

Library Magazine Subscription Agency 
15 Southwest Park, Westwood, Mass. 02090 

Tel: 800-225-6055 (toll-free) 
6 t 7-329-3350 (collect in Mass and Canada only) 
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Library Service Enters 
Home Via Interactive, 
Cable Television Program 
in Columbus 

Home delivery of library services took 
a historic step on July 18 when the "Home 
Book Club" premiered on QUBE, a two
way cable television system in Columbus, 
Ohio. The program enables viewers at 
home and the studio audience to par
ticipate in discussions on current best
sellers. The program is a joint production 
of the Public Library of Columbus and 
Franklin County (PLCFC), OCLC, Inc. and 
QUBE. 

Viewers at home and the studio audien
ce spent an hour discussing John Irving's
The World According to Garp. Viewers at 
home could phone in their opinions and 
comments, and also, using the interactive 
capabilities of QUBE, respond and in
teract via their consoles whenever the 
show's moderator, Scott Nunley, called 
for a poll of viewers. Near the end of the 
program, Nunley asked the viewers to 
select one book from five candidates for 
discussion on next month's show. Viewers 
selected Ken Follett's The Eye of the 
Needle, and 56 viewers indicated via 
their QU BE consoles that they wanted 
PLCFC to send them copies of the book 
through the library's Books-by-Mail 
program. By° early August, fifty adclitional 
requests for The Eye of the Needle had 
arrived at PLCFC. 

Moreover, PLCFC also received about 
70 requests for The World According to 
Garp after the program was cablecast. 

"It looks like the program will boost 
our circulation," says Terri Deibel, Books
by-Mail Librarian at PLCFC. "We might be 
able to get some regular users from the 
program." 

Ms. Deibel mails a Books-by-Mail 
Catalog and an application for a PLCFC 
borrower's card along with The Eye of the 
Needle to those viewers who had 
requested the book via their QUBE con
sole. "The program also gives us an op
portunity to promote the Main Library 
and its branches," says Ms. Deibel. 

The Home Book Club will be cablecast 
each month for six months as part of an 
effort that may eventually lead to cable 
distribution of library home information 
services. 

The idea for the Home Book Club 
originated at OCLC, and it is believed to 
be the world's first interactive, par
ticipatory television book club. Tom Har
nish, Program Manager for Home 
Delivery of Library Services in OCLC's 
Research Department, is coordinator for 
the project . 

G. Scott Nunley, a noted local writer 
and former radio show host, acts as host 
of the program to initiate discussion on 
the book being highlighted on the 
program and to guide discussion ac-
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cording to the wishes of the home audien
ce, who make their opinions known by 
touching certain buttons on their QUBE 
consoles. (Source: OCLC Newsletter, 13 
August 1979, p. 1.) 

SLA Reaffirms its 
Support of 
National Periodicals 
Center 

• At the 70th Annual SLA Conference in 
Honolulu (June 9-14) the Board of Direc
tors of the Special Libraries Association 
considered the draft legislative proposal 
of Apri I 26, 1979, prepared by a sub
committee of the NCLIS Advisory Com
mittee on a National Periodicals System 
(NPC). 

The SLA Board took actions in 
Honolulu that reaffirm the Association's 
support of efforts to establish an NPC. 
The Board's actions included (1) an en
dorsement of the concepts set forth in the 
draft legislative proposal, and (2) an ap
peal to Congress urging the eventual 
establishment of a national lending 
library to include all publication formats . 

In a related action the SLA Board ex
pressed the Association 's intention to be 
designated as a joint sponsor of draft 
legislation for the NPC. 

Library Friends Get 
Together 

An organization dedicated to en
courage and assist the formation and 
development of Friends of Library groups 
across the United States was created at 
the 98th annual conference of the 
American Library Association. The 
organization - Friends of Libraries USA 
- was approved by unanimous ballot at 
a meeting of the Library Administration 
and Management Association, Public 
Relations Section, Friends of Libraries 
Committee. 

It has been estimated that there are 
already more than 2,000 Friends of 
Library groups, with roughly half a million 
members. 

Sandy Dolnick, chairperson of the 
Friends of Libraries Committee and a 
past-president of the Milwaukee Friends 
of the Library group, has been appointed 
interim president of the organization. 

Jail Library Services to be 
Improved 

A one-year project designed to improve 
jail library service was launched in June 
1979 by the Association of Specialized 
and Cooperative Library Agencies 
(ASCLA), a division of ALA. 

The project is funded by the U.S. Office 
of Education under the Higher Education 
Act, Title 11-8, and will include a three
day institute, scheduled for March 10-12, 
1980, Texas Criminal Justice Center, 
H untsvi I le, Texas; programs and booths at 
the 1979 national conferences of the 
American Correctional Association, 
National Sheriffs' Association, and the 
National Jail Association, reaching an 
estimated 500 persons at each con
ference; a resource file of persons and 
groups - librarians, corrections staff, ex
offenders - who could serve as subject 
specialists and speakers; a curriculum 
guide for developing jail library service 
programs; and a trainer's guide that will 
assist other groups in replicating the 
national institute on state and regional 
levels. 

The project aims to make staff in 
librarianship, corrections, and related 
fields more aware of the joint respon
sibility of both public libraries and local 
jails in meeting the library and in
formation needs of inmates and jail per
sonnel, to increase the number of inmates 
, eceiving library services, and to expand 
and improve library services currently 
being offered in local jails. 

Editor Wants Input 
from Librarians/ Media 
Specialists 

If you have developed or adapted suc
cessful techniques of discipline and / or 
behavior management in library media 
centers, you can have them included in a 
new book, Discipline and Behavior 
Management in Library Media Centers. 
The book will include numerous examples 
of successful discipline and behavior 
management for individuals, small groups 
and large groups when using a library 
media center. Over thirty-five library 
media specialists have already volun
teered ideas to be included. 

The book will include reprints of ar
ticles and chapters from other sources, 
when appropriate, followed by an
notated citations to supplementary multi
media sources. These concepts will be 
arranged by broad grade level groupings 
and then by activities adaptable for in
dividuals and groups. 

Send a description of your program, in
cluding (1) type of activity, (2) size of 
group, (3) description of situation, and (4) 
results, to Dr. Thomas L. Hart, School of 
Library Science, Florida State University, 
Tallahassee, FL 32306. 
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LETTER-GRAM 
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Vice President, R&D.,... _________ r.0~,..,=,et=-----------------
rate Information Control 

OP'PtC:llt 

Recollll'l'lendation re: SDI Services 4-25-79 
I've investigated suitable SDI services. Here are my findings: 

SOC Search Service 

Individualized addressing of profiles 
nsures fast delivery of results. 

All costs are clearly itemized on 
monthly invoice. No minimum 
charges for citations tacked onto 
the base charge. 

System is technically well designed. 
Initiating and maintaining the 
service is simple. 

REPLY 

Other Major SOI Providers 

Delivery of results is delayed -
profiles are sent to a central 
address for redistribution. 

Cost elements are obscured on 
monthly invoice or a miniJllum 
is charged for citations. 

Some g<>od features on other systems 
but no single system combines. all 
of the advantages offered by soc. 

I 
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Spotlight on 
North Dakota 

Ora Marie Stewart 
NOLA President 

North Dakota had an exciting year in 
1978. 

The Governor's Conference, in 
preparation for the White House Con
ference, held a series of three meetings in 
six regions and culminated in a State Con
ference that produced the following 
resolutions: 

That each library community in North Dakota 
lacking a Friends Group be encouraged to establ ish 
one; that such organizations be created as tax exempt 
non-profit foundations for receipt and expenditure of 
local development funds 

Encourage the 1979 leg1slat1ve Assembly to ap
propriate sufficient state funds for the operation of 
the State library thereby freeing whatever federal 
funds become available for ImprovIng local public 
library service 

That the State library Commission and/or the North 
Dakota Library Association be strongly encouraged to 
take the initiative in developing and implementing a 
comprehensive, multiyear program of continuing 
education for professmnal and voluntary public 
I ibrary staff and public library trustees, and 

That such continuing education emphasize training 
in areas such as effectively measuring community 
needs, innovative delivery of services techniques, how 
to deal with special needs, effective use of public 
relations to broaden citizen awareness of library ser
vices 

Encourage North Dakota institutions of higher lear
ning, the Department of Public Instruction, and the 
State Library m their pursuit of channels for increased 
continuing educational opportunities 

That the North Dakota Department of Public In
struction strongly encourage each elementary and 
secondary school district in the state to establish 
libraries and staff them at or above specific minimum 
accred1tat1on standards 

That mandated rulPs be implemented with funds 
from the federal or statt' level depending on the origin 
of the mandate 

Strongly support passage of thf> 1979 Community 
Library Services Act by the 1979 LPg1slat1ve Assembly 

Strongly urge the State Library Commission that a 
standardized professional survey be designed, be 
coordinated on a statewide bas,s, and be administered 
locally in order to determine the library needs of our 
communItIes 

The establishment of permanent area task forces on 
information needs in North Dakota m coordmat,on 
with the Governor's Advisory Council on Libraries 

Voluntary cooperation, coordination and com
munication among libraries be developed, par
t1Cularly at community, county, and multi-county 
levels 

That an attempt be made by the State Library Com
mission to InvestIgate the various areas where volun
tary group purchasing can be considered 

That communItIes or areas not served by a library 
should avail themselves of existing library facilities in 
order to have services brought to them, and further 
that they foster a cooperative atmosphere In which 
resourcP'i. can be coordinated In order that all com-

Encourage North Dakota school boards, school ad
ministrations, and teachers (and parents) to provide 
free and open public access to public school libraries 
beyond normal school hours and at reasonable hours 
during summer months for the benefit of all members 
of the public . 

Co on record as commending Mrs Dina Butcher, 
the North Dakota Library Association and the entire 
staff of the conference for their fine work in con
ducting a very effective conferen ce for the benefit of 
library services in North Dakota, and 

That the entire staff be given a standing ovation by 
the delegates to the Conference to express their 
thanks to the Staff 

Urge the State library Commission, m cooperation 
with the North Dakota Library Association, to compile 
and periodically revise a catalog, with abstracts, of 
library services and information networks presently 
functioning within the state, and 

That such a catalog be provided to all legally 
established libraries within the state to facilitate plan
ning and to avoid duplication 

No addlltonal user fees should be imposed on the 
citizens of the supporting Jurisdiction for traditional 
library services 

Endorse the move by the State Library as approved 
by the 1977 legislative Assembly m the Liberty 
Memorial Budding on the Capitol Grounds when the 
State Historical Society transfers to the North Dakota 
Heritage Center 

Support increased emphasis on children's services 
in all libraries under the d1rect1on of adequately 
trained personnel 

The State Association meeting held im
mediately following the Governors' Con
ference was well attended, with Dr. 
Charles Bunge and Lloyd Omdahl as the 
main speakers. 

The North Dakota Library Association 
and its sections had a productive year. 
The Association sponsored the Governors' 
Conference and a Chautauqua series with 
a North Dakota Committee for a 
Humanities and Public Issues Grant, and 
endorsed a state aid formula for public 
libraries to be presented to the 
legislature. 

The Academic Section sponsored a 
Copyright Conference in April. Main 
speakers were J. Sharon Butler (Attorney, 
U.S. Copyright Office), Mary Jo Lynch 
(Associate Secretary, A.L.A.) and James 
LeMay (Executive, Coronet Instructional 
Media). 

The section also sponsored 
miniworkshops on 
struction, rising costs 
period;cal colleLtiom, 

bibliographic in
and evaluation of 
A.V. material, and 

Governor's Conference Session 
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collection development and evaluation 
and were concerned about faculty status 
for academic librarians and Minitex fun
ding. 

The 1979 officers are Betty Gard, UND
G rand Forks, President; Ron Rudser, 
Minot State College, Vice-President; 
Karen Pedersen-Vogel, NDSU, Fargo, 
Secretary. 

The Children's Round Table, coor
dinating public and school libraries, ran a 
very successful program to determine the 
most popular children's book in the 
State- Star Wars. 

The 1979 officers are JoAnn Rye, Grand 
Forks Public Library, President; Darrel 
Hildebrant, Bismarck Public Library, 
Secretary. 

The Health Science Section sponsored 
a pre-conference workshop on the 
reference interview by Dr. Charles Bunge. 

The 1979 officers are Susan Murray, St. 
Joseph's Hospital, Minot, President; Con
nie Strand, Harley French Library - UNO, 
Grand Forks, Vice-President; Judith 
Schumacker, Harley French - UNO, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

The Public Libraries Section presented 
programs on insurance and small library 
reference and designed a state aid bill for 
public libraries which was approved by 
the association. 

The 1979 officers are Jerry Kaup, Minot 
Public Library, President; Marlene Rip
plinger, Harvey Public Library, Secretary
Treasurer. 

The School Libraries Section worked to 
disseminate copyright information with a 
series of regional workshops and suc
cessfully resisted efforts to reduce stan-

dards for professional media staff. They 
also discussed the lack of continuing 
education units for professional media 
personnel. 

The 1979 officers are Hazel Yliniemi, 
South High, Fargo, President; Alvina 
Skogen, Harvey, President Elect; Nancy 
Mindigo, Hebron, Secretary. 

The Trustee Section focused their ef
forts on public relations, legislative ac
tivity and the Governors' Conference and 

' tl\\11\1'1 ... 111\ 
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libraries. Dina Butcher, Minot Public 
Library board, received the Trustee of the 
Year Award from NOLA. 

The 1979 officers are Jerry Schneider, 
Dickinson, President, Thelma Klingen
smith, Mandan, Vice-President; Jay 
Monicken, Minot, Secretary. (Source: 
Dennis Page, MPLA North Dakota 
Representative. Photographs by Michael 
M. Miller, North Dakota State University 
Library, Fargo). 

NOLA Exhibit of Children's Roundtable Prize Winner - Star Wars 

We have an open line to you 
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for servicing your serial subscriptions. Whether it is an inquiry, order, 
claim, adjustment or any other service requirement - EBSCO is 
available to provide prompt and personal assistance. 

Call collect - write - or telex today 

2727 Bryant Street/Suite 100/Denver, Colorado 08211 
(303) 433-3235/ 433-8741 /Telex 45-623 
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Minutes 
Executive Board Meeting 

Mountain Plains 
Library Association 

Roadway Inn, Denver, July 13, 1979 

Minutes 
Committee Reports 

Awards 

Continuing Education 

Professional 
Development 

Grants 

Nominating 

Public Relations 

1979 Conference 

Constitution 

Finance 

Pre-White House 
Conference 

Financial Report 

State Representative Reports 
Nebraska 
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The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. by President Jim Dertien. Present were: Jim Dertien, 
President; Joe Anderson, Vice President; Robert Malinowsky, Past President; Dorothy Middleton, 
Acting Secretary; Blaine Hall, Newsletter editor; Robert Roehr, Colorado Library Association Vice 
President, James Swan, Chairman Public Relations Committee; Jane Kolbe, South Dakota 
Representative; Vee Friesner, Chairman JMRT; Kelly Patterson, Wyoming Representative; 
Paul Cors, Chairman Constitution and Bylaws Committee; Jan Gilligan, Local Arrangements;Morel 
Fry, Nebraska Representative; Rod Wagner, Chairman State Library Section; John Hunter, Chair
man Technical Services Section; Donna Jones, Kansas Representative and Chairman Public Library 
Section; Joe Edelen, Executive Secretary; Doug Hindmarsh, Chairman Professional Development 
Grants Committee; Margaret Goggin, Colorado Representative; Pam Nissler, Colorado Library 
Association. 

The minutes of the March 23 meeting were approved as printed in the MPLA Newsletter. 

Prior to the meeting, Shirley Flack had sent a notice to all Board members that nominations for all 
awards are still open. It was moved by Robert Malinowsky and seconded by Kelly Patterson that 
MPLA pay one night's lodging, air fare, and appropriate meals for the recipients of awards. These 
payments will be negotiated by the Awards Committee with those recipients who are members of 
MPLA. The money for these payments is to come from MPLA, not from conference expenses. 
Motion passed. 

Rod Wagner reported that the Committee will meet July 14. Only two applications have been 
received, so they will consider these. They will also work on details of implementing the expanded 
one-to-one program and how to publicize it. They will also consider a conference workshop on 
marketing library services. It was moved by James Swan and seconded by Morel Fry to extend the 
deadline for applications and awards for One-to-One programs to September 1. Motion passed. Jim 
Dertien suggested printing a full description of various outstanding library programs from One-to
One libraries. The Committee will consider this and other suggestions at their meeting 

Doug Hindmarsh reported that 1978 recipient Charlene Hurt has returned her final report and Joe 
Edelen has issued the check. Two news releases have been sent to all member states concerning the 
1979 grants. The Committee's part of the Manual of Procedure has been accepted by the Con
stitution Committee. Six applications for 1979 grants have been received. Grants have been awar
ded to Blaine Hall for a Clinic on Library Applications of Data Processing for $500; Leslie Rock for 
an Institute on Consulting Skills for State Library Personnel for $368; and Tom Peischl for a 
Management Skills Institute for $500. All recipients have been notified Two more applications are 
being considered from the June 30 deadline. Doug recommended that it was helpful for the Com
mittee to have at least one member from the area of schools of library science and one member 
who is also on the Continu_ing Education Committee. 

Jim Dertien reported the Nominating Committee's slate of officers for next year as: 
Vice President-President F.lect: Sterling Albrecht; Jane Kolbe 
Secretary: Amy Owen; Alice Joyce 
Blaine Hall has biographical data on the candidates. 

James Swan reported they had held a meeting, and he distributed printed minutes which are at
tached to the Secretary's official minutes . He said it costs about $10 to mail the display kit to the 
State Representatives for use at state conferences. Joe Edelen reported there is money budgeted 
for this. Jim Dertien discussed a possible membership promotional brochure prepared by an ad
vertising agency. This brochure would consist of a folder cover of general information and contain 
inserts of current, changing information. It was moved by Kelly Patterson and seconded by James 
Swan to go ahead with the brochure and try to have it ready by the 1979 Conference. Motion 
passed. 

Robert Roehr distributed a packet of information. Seventy-five exhibitors are needed and only 
about 30 have signed up. Jim Dertien appointed John Hunter as MPLA Exhibits Chairman to work 
with the Colorado Exhibits Chairman. The packet of information distributed by Joe Anderson and 
that distributed by Robert Roehr are attached to the Secretary's official minutes. 

Paul Cors reported the College and University Section has changed its name to the Academic Sec
tion. The name will be changed where appropriate in the Manual of Procedure. 

Joe Edelen distributed new expense reimbursement forms which will be required for use with all 
Association business. 

Joe Anderson reported on information received from the various state conferences. The Committee 
is working on a report that will reflect the western states concerns and priorities and present any 
unique ideas . Jim Dertien requested the committee work on a means of distributing their report 
either through the Newsletter or some other means. 

Joe Edelen passed out the financial report and the new MPLA stationery . The report is attached to 
the Secretary's official minutes. 

Morel Fry reported the Nebraska Association is working on a joint conference with MPLA in 1980. 
Jim Dertien volunteered to be the local arrangements chairman from MPLA to begin work with 
Nebraska on the joint conference. Nebraska has requested copies of the bylaws of other state 
associations to help with a bylaws revision . 
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Kansas 

Utah 

Colorado 

South Dakota 

Wyoming 

Nevada 

Section Reports 
State Library 

Public Library 

Children's And School 

JMRT 

Trustees 

Newsletter 

Unfinished Business 

New Business 
National Endowment 

for Humanities 
Grant Proposal 

CLENE 

Appointments 

Center for Rural Librarianship 

Newsletter 

Next Meeting 
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Donna Jones reported she put a report on MPLA in each packet at the state conference. She used 
the joint conference stationery for this to give publicity to the upcoming Denver Conference. 
Lillian Carter and Daniel Shore were their conference speakers. 

Doug Hindmarsh reported the Utah Association is working on intellectual freedom problems . 

Margaret Goggin reported their Association had worked with the state legislature to pass a bill 
revising their library law and a bill that set up a three-year program for an on-line catalog for all 
state libraries. The friends and trustees are issuing library handbooks. 

Jane Kolbe reported their fall conference will be held jointly with the state education association. 
The program will have much for school librarians. The librarians helped defeat a censorship bill 
and are prepared to work against a tax proposition bill if it should come to a ballot. SOLA is in
terested in a joint conference with MPLA and the North Dakota Association in 1981 . Bob 
Malinowsky moved and Joe Anderson seconded that MPLA work with North and South Dakotas on 
a joint 1981 Conference. Motion passed . 

Kelly Patterson reported the Wyoming Association is favorable to a joint conference in 1984, but 
there are no definite plans yet. 

Joe Anderson reported the state conference will be at Elko. The state association helped in getting 
passed a bill for $75,000 improvement of the rural bookmobile system . The legislature joined the 
archives and library boards, and there will be a statewide study of library services with a report to 
the 1981 legislature. 

Rod Wagner reported their section program at the 1979 Conference will deal with the relationship 
between state and academic libraries . 

Donna Jones reported they have turned their slate of officers in to Joe Edelen. 

Dorothy Middleton reported there will be two programs at the 1979 Conference; one on intellectual 
freedom for students and one on public relations for school libraries. 

Vee Friesner reported they will sponsor a roommate network to help people find less expensive ac
commodations for the 1979 Conference . They will also sponsor a job board . 

There was discussion on how to generate interest in the section. Jim Dertien will work with the sec
tion to get a slate of officers and with the Public Library Section to encourage the Trustees. 

Blaine Hall attended a pre-conference workshop at ALA for newsletter editors . 

The Membership Sweepstakes showed initial good interest, but is flagging now. 

Andrew Gulliford presented his request for MPLA sponsorship of a Public Library Program Grant 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities for a study of one room schoolhouses in the 
mountain plains states. He is asking for no direct money from MPLA. He requests that MPLA be the 
facilitating agent for the project and that MPLA assist in identifying two librarians and one 
humanist in each member state to work on the project. Margaret Goggin moved and Donna Jones 
seconded that MPLA sponsor this project and appoint a three member committee from the 
Executive Board to work with Mr. Gulliford on writing the proposal. Motion passed. The committee 
will be Donna Jones, Joe Edelen, and Bob Malinowsky. Joe Anderson moved and Bob Malinowsky 
seconded that should this project be successful with the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
MPLA will serve as the fiscal agent. Motion passed. It is the consensus of the Executive Board that 
Joe Edelen may undertake the duties of fiscal agent for this project at the direction of MPLA. 

Jim Dertien reported CLE NE is interested in new sites for programs. There was discussion on the ad
vantages of MPLA's being a member of CLE NE so programs might be situated at western locations . 
Bob Malinowsky moved and Kelly Patterson seconded that MPLA join CLE NE . Motion passed . 

Jim Dertien announced he has appointed Phil McCauley as Parliamentarian for the 1979 Con
ference . 

There is a Center at Clarion, PA . As they are interested in a western connection, Jim Dertien repor
ted he will continue to check on it and inform the Board . 

Joe Edelen has worked out with Blaine Hall new subscription rates for the MPLA NEWSLETTER . 
They are: 
$11 .00 for a one year subscription 
$20.00 for a two year subxcription 
$28 .00 for a three year subscription 
A 5 percent commission is to be allowed to periodical agents . Kelly Patterson moved and Jane 
Kolby seconded to adopt these rates . Motion passed . 

The next meeting of the Executive Board will be Sunday, October 28 at 10:00 a.m . at the 1979 Con
ference. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 p.m . 
Dorothy Middleton, Acting Secretary 
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Around the Region 
Colorado 

Great Green Turkey 
Monster Wins 
Children's Book Award 

The Great Green Turkey Monster 
has been selected by the children of 
Colorado as the best children's book and 
the winner of the Colorado Children's 
Book Award for 1979. Written and 
illustrated by James Flora and published 
by Atheneum, the book received the most 
votes out of 35,000 ballots cast. 

Placing second in the voting was Miss 
Nelson is Missing, a Houghton Mifflin 
book by Harry Allard and James Marshall. 
Third in the voting was Big Bad Bruce, 
which was written by Bill Peet and 
published by Houghton Mifflin. 

The Great Green Turkey Monster is 
a story about a Great Green Hooligan 
Vine that brings terror to the hearts of 
Turkey Creek residents. Only when it's 
discovered that the monster is afraid of 
music is total chaos averted and the town 
saved . (Source: Colorado State Library 
News/etter, July1979, p. 3.) 

Kansas 

Einstein: Image and 
Impact 

A Centennial Exhibit on Albert E in
stein's life and times will be made 
available free of charge to participating 
public libraries in Kansas through a grant 
funded by the Kansas Committee for the 
Humanities. The committee awards 
grants on a matching basis to support 
programs which increase public un
derstanding and awareness of the 
humanities and which promote thought
ful discussion of topics of general con
cern and of public policy. While KCH is 
funded primarily by the national 
Endowment for the Humanities, it also 
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receives additional support from private 
foundations, corporations, and in
dividuals. 

The Centennial Exhibit is a portrait of 
Albert Einstein' s character, friends, work 
and commitments. Numerous quotations, 
factual reports, photographs, diagrams 
and interpretive texts combine to tell the 
story of Albert Einstein's special distinc
tions. He is examined and applauded in 
this exhibit, just as in the many programs 
and events being held during the Cen
tennial Celebration Year. 

Each public library in Kansas will have 
the opportunity to apply for this exhibit 
and display it for one week in their local 
library. A public forum will also be held in 
conjunction with the exhibit. A limited 
number of libraries will be selected from 
those applying to show the exhibit and 
host the forum. 

This represents an excellent chance for 
public libraries to increase community 
awareness and support through the use of 
prepared programs at no cost to the par
ticipating library. 

The Project Director is Mrs. JoAnne 
Sunderman at Pioneer Memorial Library, 
Colby, Kansas 67701. 

Nebraska 

Mail-A-Book Service 
Planned for 

The recent arrival of 13,250 paperback 
books at the Nebraska Mail-A-Book Ser
vice headquarters heralds the expansion 
of the books-by-mail service to some 
113,000 central Nebraskans. 

In response to a recommendation from 
the delegates of the Nebraska Pre-White 
House Conference on Libraries and In
formation Services to develop a books-by
mail system in the state, the Nebraska 
Library Commission, at its July 10 
meeting, voted to support the develop
ment of a pilot project for mail-a-book 
service to Central and Mari Sandoz 
Library Network residents who do not 
have local public library service. 

The Mail-A-Book Service will soon be 
sending to rural residents in 33 counties a 
catalog of 800 current and popular paper
back books which are available for check
out by mail. The catalog will be mailed to 
approximately 44,000 rural boxes begin
ning September 17 and continuing 
through January 1980. Residents of com
munities which have a network public 
library will not receive the catalog. 

John Kopischke, Director of the 
Nebraska Library Commission, explained 
the reasons for pursuing the development 

of an effective mail-a-book program in 
Nebraska: 

1) Mail-a-book appears to be an ac
ceptable means for extending library ser
vice to rural people who cannot easily 
reach a town library or a bookmobile. 
Such programs are currently provided in 
more than 23 states. 

2) The costs of sustaining bookmobile 
service are escalating with the price of 
fuel. Revenues to meet those price in
creases are becoming more difficult to 
obtain . Consequently, some alternative 
" delivery system " must be found . 

3) There are growing numbers of elderly 
and home-bound individuals in Nebraska 
whose reading needs are not always met 
by libraries geared to "walk in " 
patronage. 

The Nebraska Mail-A-Book Service will 
be headquartered at the Hastings Public 
Library. Jeanie Hofacket, formerly the 
Mari Sandoz Network Itinerant Librarian, 
will direct the daily operations, assisted 
by Darlene Howard. (Source: NLC Over
tones, September 1, 1979, p. 3.) 

North Dakota 

State Library 
11Commission" Ended 

H B-1085, developed from the 
Legislative Council Interim Committee on 
state and federal government, deleted 
the word "commission" from Chapter 40-
38 and Chapter 54-24 of the North Dakota 
Century Code. Effective July 1, 1979, the 
agency will be officially known as the 
North Dakota State Library. The Bill also 
transferred the duties of the " com
mission" to the State Librarian. The Direc
tor of lnstiutions will continue to appoint 
the State Librarian. There were no 
changes in the powers and duties of the 
State Library. (Source: Flickertale News
letter, August 1, 1979, p. 2.) 

Legislature Passes 
Funding Bill for 
State Library 

Six years of planning, 2 years of 
political organization and 4 months of in
tensive lobbying paid off for North 
Dakota libraries. H B-1588, sponsored by 
Representatives Unhjem, Berg, Gackle, 
Wentz, and Winkjer and promoted by the 
Legislative Committee of the North 
Dakota Library Association, became law 
July 1, 1979. This Bill, for the first time in 
North Dakota, provides an appropriation 
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of state funds to the State Library to 
provide grants to public libraries on a for
mula basis. 

The appropriation of $1,000,000 for the 
biennium will be distributed on a formula 
of $1.00 per capita to city and county 
libraries and an additional $5.00 per 
square mile for county libraries. The 
amount of the state grant could increase 
or decrease depending upon the effort of 
local governing bodies in the ap
propriation of funds for the operation of 
the library. There is also a maintenance of 
local effort requirement and a percentage 
limitation on the amount of state funds 
that could be granted to a library. 

A detailed presentation of H B-1588 was 
made at the "Spring Fro I ic" on May 17 
and 18 in Bismarck. In June each public 
library was mailed detailed instructions 
on how to apply for the State Library 
grants. A "Letter of Intent" from the 
public library is the first step in the ap
plication process. (Source: Flickerta/e 
Newsletter, August 1, 1979, p. 2.) 

Utah 

State Library 
Re-Christened 

The passage of House Bill 383 in the 
1979 session of the legislature established 

the State Library as a Division of the Utah 
Department of Community and Economic 
Development. The ten members of the 
Library Commission now become the 
State Library Board. Although the name 
change reflects the State Library's 
legislated relationship to its new depart
ment, the State Library will be continuing 
its present programs and services at the 
same location. Reed Searle, the new 
Department Head for Community and 
Economic Development, was appointed 
by Governor Scott Matheson, approved 
by the Senate, and assumed his duties 
July 1st. 

Members of the State Library Board 
are appointed for six-year terms with 
three members up for appointment or re
appointment every two years. The newly 
appointed members are Arthur T Challis 
Cedar City; Maurice P. Marchant, Provo: 
and Ann Hatch, Logan. Allene Jensen was 
re-appointed to a new six-year term. 
(Source: Horsefeathers, June-July 1979, p. 
1.) 

AboutYou 
Lamar Veatch will be the new direc

tor of the High Plains Regional Library 
System in Greeley, Colorado. He was for
merly employed by th~ U.S. Geological 
Survey in Tallahassee, Florida, and recen-

tly completed his dissertation at Florida 
State University. 

Don Simpson of BCR was recently 
elected to a three-year term on the OCLC 
Users Council and is chairing a task force 
to study use of OCLC MARC subscription 
tapes. He is also chairing a CCLN com
mittee that is to prepare a draft paper on 
the COS LA Legislative Draft and has been 
asked to serve on a design group for the 
Western Council to investigate solutions 
to problems of inter I ibrary loan protocols 
for the West. Other regional delegates 
elected to the Users Council were Leslie 
Manning, William A. Stoppel, James Ranz 
and Roger Hanson. 

Lynn Magrath has been named 
Assistant Director for Public Services and 
Brenda Hawley, Assistant Director for 
Non-Public Services at Penrose Library in 
Colorado Springs. Ms. Magrath has been 
with the library since 1971 serving as 
reference librarian, acquisition librarian 
and head of extension and bookmobile 
services. Ms. Hawley has been with 
Penrose since 1969 as a reference 
librarian, Head of the Local History 
Department, and personnel officer. 

Evelyn Conner, Head of Library 
Services at the North Dakota State 
Library, has moved with her husband 
and family to Denver. 

r z/Lm~~~~=~iir~::~:~~:~~~ 
~ YOU NEED BEFORE YOU NEED THEM? ~ · 
~ '1 Each season a number of books are published for whom a degree of success can be forecast with some certainty. ~ "I 
~'~ Be it the subject, the author's reputation, the publisher's advertising budget, or simply the author's projected i ~ 

appearance on the Tonight Show, these are the books that will have guaranteed circulation. '-. ! 
Naturally, you want to have these books on the shelf as soon as possible, but how do you get them there? One 1 ~ 

amwer is to subscribe to Gordon's Highlights Approval Plan. We're not talking about a barrage of books - some good, ~ i 
some bJd - more or less appropriate to your collection. We're also not talking about a leasing plan. For next season our L ~ 
experienced buyers have selected over 100 titles, to be published over a six month period, as the most-likely-to ~ 1 
circulate adult titles of the season. These titles will be shipped to you automatically on publication, with full trade • 
discount allowed on all titles shipped, and full credit allowed on any title returned in saleable condition within 30 days I 
from invoice date. N 

We feel that several benefits will be realized by your library if these prominent adult titles -a very carefully chosen ~ 
"cream of the crop" list - can be obtained automatically, on or near publication date. New Titles will arrive promptly, , J 

so priority processing can be done before patron demand starts. You are able, at the outset, to trim this selection to the r 
library's budget and collection needs by choosing the option best suited for you; Option A will result in all titles being '-. 1 
shipped, Option B will ship just the specific titles you select from the list. And, assured that these basic popular titles r ~ 
will be obtained, you can devote materials selection time to special or weaker areas of the library collection. ~ 

GORDON'S ADULT HIGHLIGHTS APPROVAL PLAN FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES ' 

(Jczd;;·~•<a;;i~, !Jne. ~ 
5450 North Valley Highway (303) 572-7761 Denver, Colorado 80216 ~ 
£"~Zfh~~z~~-~,1 7 1 z-z ·z···~z-z- z-- 7 z·· z/ 1 L ·~' 

.,,__,. .,.,,__,,,_..,,.,, "d_/...;L_ - 'h /__ , - '/_ LA/. / _ - - - / _ - - -- ../,:,_ -- ·-- / _ / - /__ ~ . 
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Catherine J. Reynolds, Government 
Documents Librarian for the University of 
Colorado at Boulder, was honored at the 
recent ALA conference by the Govern
ment Documents Roundtable. She 
received the James Bennett Childs Award 
for distinguished contributions to 
documents librarianship. She received a 
Council on Library Resources Fellowship 
in 1976-77 and is the author of Planning 
Space for Government Documents Collec
tion in Research Libraries (ERIC Doc. 
152310). 

Continuing 
Education 

Date: November 13, 1979 
Registration Deadline: November 1, 1979 

Title : Foundation Fund 
Workshop. 

Sponsor: The Foundation Center. 
Location : Laramie County Community 

College, Cheyenne, Wyoming. 
Cost: $6. 
Description : Limited to 150, the workshop 

will be conducted by Carolyn 
M cGilvray, Western Field Represen
tative of The Foundation Center, and 
will inc lude sources of funding, writing 
proposals, government grants, a sam
ple funding search, etc . 

Contact: Joy Riske, Reference Librarian, 
Laramie County Community College 
Library, 1400 East College Drive, 
Cheyenne, WY 82001 . Phone: 307-634-
5853. 

Date: December 

Automated 
Systems 

6-7, 1979. Title: 

Acquisitions 

Sponsor: ALA, Library and Information 
Technology Association . 

Location : Opryland Hotel, Nashville, Ten
nessee. 

Description: The institute will consider 
design, functions, costs, performance 
requirements , outputs, ordering 
processes, and benefits and short
comings at networks along with 
examination of vendor systems in the 
exhibits . The institute will be repeated 
at Vancouver, B.C. on May 19-20, 1980. 

Contact: LIT A Headquarters Office, 50 E. 
Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611 . Phone 
312-944-6780. 

Date: October 27, 1979. 

Title : Eleventh Annual Festival 
of Children's Books. 

Sponsor: University of Iowa School of 
Library Science. 

Location: Iowa Memorial Union, Iowa 
City . 

Description : " Creating Adventures, 
Sharing Tales" is the theme of the 
festival which will feature two award-
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winning authors, Hilma Wolitzer and 
Jamake Highwater. Louane L. 
Newsome will give oral interpretations 
of children's books at luncheon, and 
Nancy Renfro, author of A Puppet Cor
ner in Every Library, will conduct a 
storytelling workshop, featuring ideas 
on creating and using puppets and will 
demonstrate storytelling with children. 

Contact: Ethel Bloesch, School of Library 
Science, The University of Iowa, 3087 
Library, Iowa City, IA 52242, for a 
program brochure and registration 
form. 

Newly Minted 
"A Conservation Policy Statement 

for Research Libraries," written by 
Carolyn Clark Morrow, is Occasional 
Paper No. 139 of the Graduate School of 
Library Science at the University of 
Illinois. The paper provides a general 
overview of the purpose, principles, and 
priorities of conservation, along with 
specific guidelines necessary for a com
prehensive maintenance program . A 
mock policy statement, adaptable to 
libraries of all types, lists preservation 
procedures to be followed in all aspects 
of handling materials, including their 
shelving, shifting, cleaning, copying, 
loaning, returning and exhibiting. In
dividual copies are $2 from Graduate 
School of Library Science Publications 
Office, 249 Armory Building, University of 
Illinois, Champaign, IL 61820. 

Cassette Series on Library 
Technology from the Kansas State 
University Libraries includes the 
following: No. 1, 1st Annual Conference 
on Library Technology, May 21-22, 1979, 
consisting of " The I mp act of Automation 
on the Library Director: an Overview" by 
William Axford; " Opening the Catalog" 
by Maurice Freedman; " Don' t Throw Out 
Your Electric Erasers - They Ain 't Here 
Yet But They' re Comin'" by John Kountz ; 
" Automated Circulation Systems : 
Evaluation , Selection, and Im
plementation" by Michael Bruer . $15 . No. 
2, " Catalog Use Studies," a presentation 
to the Kansas State University COM Task 
Force, April 23, 1979, by Charlene Grass, 
Cataloger, Kansas State University 
Library $5. No. 3, "Microfiche vs. Mi
crofilm: A Decision for COM," a presen
tation to the Kansas State University 
COM Task Force, July 23, 1979, by Valera 
E. Lowe, Assistant Head of Science, Kan
sas State University. $5 . Order from Jean 
Bean, Kansas State University Library, 
Manhattan, KS 66506. 

Library School Review, the Sep
tember issue, will be a special festschrift 
in honor of Sarah Rebecca Reed. Essays 
by Lester Asheim, Rose Vainstein, Floren-

ce DeHart, K. M. Snow, Kenneth Ferstle, 
and Blanche Woolls will be featured . For 
a copy of this special issue, send a check 
for $2 made out to the "School of Library 
Science" to Marylouise D. Meder, Editor, 
School of Library Science, Emporia State 
University, Emporia, Kansas 66801 . 

Union List of Serials, 1980 edition, 
updates the serials holdings list of thirty 
Colorado health sciences libraries. It is 
scheduled for publication February 1, 
1980, and costs $30. Send checks payable 
to " Treasurer, CCML" to Ruth Gilbert, 
Treasurer, Colorado Counc il of Medical 
Librarians, Medical Library, Veterans Ad
ministration Hospital , 1055 Clermont St., 
Denver CO 80220. 

Sincere Apologies 
lnadvertantly, Ali ce C. Joyce, can

didate for MPLA Recording Secretary, 
was called Joyce Johnson in the an
nouncements of MPLA officer candidates 
in the August MPLA Newsletter. The 
editor sincerely apologizes for the error 
and parti cularly regrets that it led to her 
withdrawing from the race . 

Statement of Publication 
The MPLA Newsletter is publi shed bimon

thly. M aterial o f regional interes t may be 
submitted to the Edito r, Bl a in e H. Hall . 
Harold B. Lee Library, Brigh am Young 
Uni versity, Provo, U tah 84602. M atters 
perta ining to individu a l o r in stitutional 
membership, c laims o r o rders for back 
issues should be sent to Joseph R. Edelen, 
Jr., MPLA Executi ve Secretary, c/o US D 
Library, Vermilli on, South D ako ta 57069. 
Corres pondence on pa id adverti se ments 
should be sent to the Adverti sing M anager, 
Gorden C. Casper, H arold B. Lee Library, 
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah 
84602 . 

Back issues of the MPLA Newsletter and 
the Mountain Plains Library Association 
Quarterly are ava il able in micro form from 
Xerox Uni versity Microfilm s, 300 North 
Zeeb Road, A nn Arbor, Michigdn 58106. 

Copy Deadlines 
MPLA representatives in eac h state are 

respon sibl e fo r supplying the Newsletter 
with information to share throughout the 
region. but dll librarians are in vited to send 
in newsworthy item s. To assure publi cation 
in any given iss ue. pl ease submit copy by 
the dates indi ca ted below to the Editor. 
January 7 . .. ... . . ..... . . ... February issue 
March 7 .. . . . .. . . . .... . ...... . April issue 
May 7 .. ... .. ... . .. . . ... . . . . .. June issue 
July 7 ............... .. ...... August issue 
September 7 .... . . ......... October issue 
November 7 .... . ......... December issue 

Support MPLA Aduertisers! 



You and Baker & Taylor make it happen. 

For over 150 years, Baker & Taylor has served 
as a vital link between libraries and pub
lishers. Ours has been a working partnership 
based on mutual respect, understanding, 
and professionalism. Regardless of a library's 
size or location, Baker & Taylor has provided 
the type of dependable service that has 
made us known as "The Librarian's Library." 

We are dedicated-As a 
member of the book industry; we 
support and participate in profes
sional library activities. Our 
award programs bring special 
recognition to outstanding librar
ians in school, public, and 
academic libraries, as well as to 
exceptional library science 
students. 

We are available - We live and work in loca
tions near you. So, we're always there when 
you need us. We are committed to a standard 
of personal attention that puts our entire re
sources and experience to work for you. 

BAIER I TAYLOR 
The Librarian's Library 

We are professional- Not only do we 
employ a large staff of librarians, but 
all Baker & Taylor people are trained 
to understand your needs. This 
professionalism enables us to meet 
your current requirements and to 
stay abreast of changes in the field. 

We are ready-Our 
inventory of over 

9,000,000 volumes of 
over 200,000 titles en

ables us to have ship
ments enroute within 
hours of receiving your 

order. And, discounts are 
generally the best in the 
industry 

For additional information 
send this coupon to the distribution 

center nearest you. 
r;,--------7 

Tell me more about your services. 
I Please send me: I 
I O School Library Service Brochure. I 

D Public Library Service Brochure. 

I D Academic Library Service Brochure. I 
D Have a Sales Representative call. 

Name ____________ _ 

lit!.,__ ____________ _ 
Library:_ ___________ _ 

Address__ ___________ _ 
City.:_ ____________ _ 

State ___ _,, P----------

I 
I 

I 

I 

L ______ _J 

Western Division 
Reno, NV 89564 
380 Edison Way 
(702) 786-6700 

Midwestern Division 
Momence, IL 60954 
Gladiola Avenue 

Eastern Division 
Somerville, NJ 08876 
50 Kirby Avenue 

Southern Division 
Commerce, GA 30529 
(404) 335-5000 

(815) 472-2444 (201) 722-8000 
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Bellevue Public Library 
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Joseph J. Anderson 
Nevada State Library 
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Carson City, Nevada 89710 

H. Robert (Bob) Malinowsky 
University of Kansas library 
Lawrence, Kansas 66045 
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East High School Library 
2800 E Pershing Blvd 
Cheyenne, WY 82001 

Joseph R Edelen 
ID Weeks Library 
University of South Dakota 
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Harold B lee Library 
Brigham Young Un1vers1ty 
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STATE REPRESENTATIVES 

Dr Margaret K Goggm 
University of Denver 
Graduate School of Librarianship 
Denver, Colorado 80210 

Donna Jones 
Pioneer Memoria I Library 
375 W 4th 
Colby, Kansas 67701 

Morel Frv 
Nebraska Library Comm1ss1on 
1420 P Street 
Lmcoln, Nebraska 68508 

Hallie Gunn 
Elko County Library 
720 f"ourt Street 
l lko, Nevada 89801 

Denni~ P,1ge 
Crand f-orks Public Library 
2110 library Circ le 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 58201 

Jane Kolbe 
Norman B Mears Library 
Sroux Falls College 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57101 

Donald T Schmidt 
Church Librarian-Archivist 
Historical Dept, L D S Church 
50 Fast North Temple 
Salt Lake Coty, Utah 84150 

Kelly Patterson 
University of Wyoming Library 
Laramie, Wyoming 82071 

''PERSONALIZED SUBSCRIPTION 

SECTION CHAIRPERSONS 

Children's and School: 

College and University: 

Junior Members 
Round Table: 

Public Library: 

State Library: 

Technical Services: 

Trustees: 

SERVICE'' 

Hallie Gunn 
Elko County Library 
720 Court Street 
Elko. Nevada 89801 

Sterling J. Albrecht 
Harold 8. lee library 
Brigham Young University 
Provo, Utah 84602 

Vee Friesner 
Rt 1 Box 7 
St George, KS bb535 

Donna Jones 
Pioneer Memorial library 
375 West 4th 
Colby. Kansas 67701 

Rod Wagner 
Nebraska Library Commission 
1420 P. Street 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

John Hunter 
Auraria Campus Library 
Lawrence at 11th 
Denver, Colorado 80204 

Carl Jacobson 
Box 101 
Denver, Colorado 80201 

Every customer is assigned an experienced .. Home Office'" representative. You corre
spond direct any title needs. changes. cancellations or problems can be handled promptly 
by letter or phone. This makes your job easier and keeps you abreast of your subscription 
needs at all times. 

With over 45 years experience, McGregor has built a reputation of prompt and courteous 
service on both domestic and international titles. We prep~y subscriptions ahead of time. 

Our customers, large and small. like the prompt attention we give them. We think you 
would too1 Ask about McGregor's "Automatic Renewal" pla11 described in our new 
brochure Write today for your free copy. 

NCG"EGO~ OUR 46th YEAR 

C/ /1,,f''l'itc 4e,U!f MOUNT MORRIS, ILLINOIS 61054 


