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6,000 Attend Sheridan 
Library Renaissance 
Faire 

The 4th annual Renaissance 
Pleasure Faire sponsored by the 
Sheridan County Fufmer Publrc 
Library (WY) and Sheridan College, 
drew 6,000 visitors Sunday, August 
28, in Sheridan's Kendrick Park . 

Kathy Monroe, Library Pub I ic 
Information Officer, writes that they 
are quite proud of bringing off such 
a large event every year. Staff ar
tists, writers, puppeteers, story
tellers and all others work together 
to put it all together, and admission 
is free. Income necessary to fund 
the Faire comes from booth fees and 
donations. 

The Library produces publications 
which help people to understand the 
significance of the Faire and of the 
Renaissance period in · history, 
together with helpful hints on what 
to wear to the Faire, how to make it, 
and what you will find at the Faire. 
The Faire events include pageantry, 
feasting, games, merrymaking, and 
special activities for children . 

See cover for photos 

WHCLIST "Citizen Of The Year" 
Award To Julia Palmer 
(The following acceptance speech 
was given by Julia Palmer, New 
York, upon receiving WHCLIST's 
"Citizen of the Year" award during 
their conference in Cheyenne in 
September. Ms. Palmer is the Direc
tor of the American Reading Coun
cil, authored Read for Your Life, a 
Notable Book in 1974, has worked 
extensively to design and train the 
volunteers for reading programs 
operates a family reading center, 
promotes and develops bookstores 
in schools, and has worked hard 
developing literacy services in inner
city Brooklyn.) 

I am sad. The reason I am sad is 
that, like you, I have read the Com
mission on Excellence Report and a 
whole lot of other reports that have 
come out lately, and I am also 
reading about a tremendous number 
of suggested reforms . Some seem 
sound and other gimmicky, but to 
me very few of them go to the heart 
of the matter. 

To me, the heart of the matter is 
that we are not a truly I iterate na-

tion and what's more many, many 
people don't expect us to be or 
believe that we can be. We have 
been setting our sights far too low. 

I don't know about " a rising tide 
of mediocrity," but I do know about 
the mediocrity-when over 50% of 
low income urban youth drop out of 
school before graduation (in some 
areas of New York City it's over 
75%). When business has to spend 
billions on basic skills educa
tion -that's more than mediocrity. 
That's idiocy and certainly indicates 
that something very important is 
wrong. Recently a partner in Ernst & 
Whinny, one-of the big 5 accounting 
firms, joined the .Reading Council 's 
board of directors. When I found he 
was a bachelor, I was a little sur
prised that he took such an interest 
in our work, and asked him what had 
motivated him to join . He said, " I 
find I'm having to rewrite most of 
the reports of the men we've been 
hiring these last few years, and I've 
learned there must be something 
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From Your President 
MPLA Board met September 12 at 

Little America in Cheyenne, Wyom
ing. We were pleased to personally 
welcome Karen Everett as the Mon
tana Library Association represent
ative to MPLA. 

Two other people have assumed 
new roles in MPLA. Carol J. Connor 
is the new chairperson of the Conti
nuing Education Committee and 
Steve Ooton is the new chairperson 
of the State Agency Section. 

Nominations for MPLA's general 
offices next year have been ac
cepted by the following candidates: 

Vice President-President Elect 
Blaine Hall 
Tom Jones 
Recording Secretary 
Vee Friesner 
Judy Zelenski 
Revisions in section and associa

tion by-laws were discussed exten
sively. 

The boards of MPLA, Wyoming 
Library Association, and Wyoming 
AECT worked on 1984 conference 
plans in Cheyenne. Highlights from 
the May 2-5, 1983, conference in
clude Professor Roger Welsch who 
will give the keynote speech on the 
human values carried by folklore 
and transmitted into literature. He is 
an accomplished speaker and will il
lustrate his talk with stories and 
songs. Jutta Reed-Scott from The 
Support MPLA Advertisers 

Association of Research Libraries 
Office in Washington, D. C. will pre
sent a program for the Technical 
Services Section. The Public Library 
Section will have Cordon and 
Patricia Sabine discuss "Books That 
Make a Difference." About the first 
of the year you will receive a com
plete conference schedule. Mark 
your calendars now for the 
MPLA-WLA-WAECT Conference, 
May 2-5, 1984, in Cheyenne. 

Another item I want to bring to 
the attention of the membership is 
that nominations for MPLA awards 
should be made immediately. Please 
nominate those you feel have con
tributed in an exemplary way to 
libraries in our nine-state area. 
MPLA award categories are the 
following: Carl Gaumer Exhibitor 
Award, MPL.\ Distinguished Service 
Award, MPLA Legislative Award, 
MPLA News Media Support Award, 
MPLA Literary Contribution Awarcl , 
and MPLA Beginning Professional 
Award. For further information and 
nomination forms please contact 
James Swan, Awards Chairman, Cen
tral Kansas Library System, 1409 
Williams Street, Great Bend, KS 
67530. 

Work is also progressing on the 
Convention Manual that we hope to 
complete by May, 1984. When this is 
written it should help future con-

ference planners . 
MPLA Board will meet Friday, 

January 27, 1984, in Denver. If 
anyone has special business they 
wish to bring before the board, 
please notify me by January 1 so 
that I can include it in the agenda. 

Your strong membership interest 
and support of MPLA is appreciated. 
I want to thank every member for 
their individual contributions to the 
association. MPLA has certainly 
become viable in the library world 
through our combined regional ef
forts. 

Donna R. Jones 

½-Price Promotion 
Reminder & Clarification 

Recently MPLA members were 
challenged to show their pride in 
MPLA and introduce colleagues to 
our membership offerings. We asked 
you to locate two colleagues who 
would share a membership form. For 
pairing off like this, under your 
sponsorship, we offered them 
½-price memberships. 

Well, the offer,will continue only 
until the end of 1983,. so you do not 
have long to do someone a favor. 

Be sure, however, to use the pro
motion and form the way its instruc
tions indicate. There is a copy of the 
special application form in your new 
membership directory and in the 
June 1983 newsletter. A number of 
forms have been returned contain
ing the name of only one person, 
though we have tried to ac
comodate those persons whenever 
possible. 

This is a bargain, so please give 
someone some encouragement to 
discover the many membership 
benefits we offer. 

Cheyenne Tri
Conference Programs 
Announced. 

If you have not already put May 
2-5 on your calendars for our annual 
conference in Cheyenne, WY, do so 
now. Our December issue of the 
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newsletter, which will be mailed in 
early January to avoid Christmas 
mail problems, will carry the full 
conferen·ce program. 

To date, however, some 
preliminary conference program in
formation is available. 

Roger Welsch, Nebraska folk
lorist, will provide the keynote ad
dress. Gordon and Patricia Sabine, 
representing the Library of Congress 
Center for the Book, will discuss 
"Books That Made a Difference." 
Jutta Reed-Scott, from the Associa
tion of Research Libraries, will 
speak. • 

A special Civic Center program 
will feature Chicago Joe and Willa 
Cather, two separate performances 
focusing on women's rights in 19th 
century western America. There will 
be a Reception and Extravaganza at 
Ed's Place a.k.a. Laramie County 
Library, ' featuring music by the 
Chugwater Philharmonic and danc
ing by the Snowy Range Folk
dancers. 

The World According to 
Horsefeathers, The 
Outrider, The Good 
Stuff, Overtones and 
Other Mystifying 
Sources 

The February 1983 issue of 
American libraries featured a library 
periodical quiz which made men
tion of two MPLA region news-
1 ette rs, The Outrider and 
Horsefeathers. The Good Stuff, 
newsletter of the North Dakota 
Library Association, was the 
subject of a contest recently asking 
NDLA members to recall why the 
newsletter was called what it is. 

Since all three of these news
letters are used as sources of 
regional stories for the MPLA 
Newsletter, I thought you might like 
to discover why these newsletters 
have the names they now carry. 
Upon writing editors I discovered 
the following interesting stories. 

In September 1968 the first issue 
of the Wyoming State Library 
newsletter was published under the 
title "No Name" by Mary Read 
Rogers, editor of The Wyoming 
Library Roundup. A contest was 
held among the Wyoming librarians 
to select a name for this newsletter. 
4 ' 

Wor$~1¥!J&!1 
ary ~artment of 

Community and Economic Development 

THE 
OUTRIDER 
A Publication of the Wyoming State Library 

Over 50 suggested names were 
received; a panel of five judges was 
chosen from the Cheyenne group of 
Wyoming Press Women. The win
ning name "The Outrider" was sug
gested by Howard Fish, then Wyom
ing Library Association president. 
This name seemed especially fitting 
since the journal publication of the 
Wyoming State Library and Wyom
ing Library Association is "The 
Roundup." 

Now, why the name Horsefeathers 
for the newsletter of the State 
Library Commission of Utah? For 
several years the Utah State Library 
Commission was headquartered in 
the old Carriage House at 609 East 
South Temple, Salt Lake City. Above 
the entrance door had been sculp
tured the head of a horse with a 
flowing, feathery mane. The direc
tor's office was located in the 
harness room. The rooms still had 
the faint aroma of horses and 
leather. Consequently, the name 
was a reflection of the surroundings. 
The selection was also intended to 
give the publication a distinctive ti
tle and to avoid calling it a "newslet
ter." When the Commission moved 
in April 1967 to its present location, 
the name was not changed and will 
continue. The Commission staff 
affectionately calls the newsletter 
"Horsie." There's even more 

horsemanship meaning to the term 
"horsefeathers" should anyone want 
to pursue it, even a book with the ti
tle in it. Write me if you want to 
receive a copy of an article done by 
Doug Hindmarsh with the rest of the 
story. 

The front page of the September 
1971 issue of The Good Stuff, edited 
then by Jim Dertien, carried this 
story about the origin of its title. 
Keep in mind that the original cover 
carried a picture of a 
" carpetbagger ." The story: "A 
carpetbagger, a hand, old grand-dad 
and you . In our last issue and first 
issue under a new title, we admitted 
theft of " The Good Stuff" from an 
Old Grand-Dad 86-Proof adver
tisement in Playboy. We thought the 
wording appropriate to a library 
newsletter since most librarians deal 
daily with " good stuff." With this 
issue we have added a " carpet
bagger" and a "hand" to our title 
page. We learned a good deal about 
carpetbaggers in a great film, " The 
Flim-Flam Man" starring George C. 
Scott. Generally, the carpetbagger 
has not come off too well when 
reputations were analyzed. Yet, the 
"Flim-Flam Man" had a bad reputa
tion only with those who preyed on 
others themselves. He taught 
everyone a whole lot about honesty. 
You are going to find just such 
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honesty in this newsletter when 
editorials or letters to the editor are 
printed. Our "hand" is simply a 
printer's device which we will use to 
emphasize portions of the newslet
ter." 

The Nebraska Library Com
mission's newsletter used to be 
Overtones From The Underground 
when all of its offices were located 
in a basement of a downtown office 
building. It is now just Overtones. 
Hatu, newsletter of the Utah Library 
Association is simply Utah spelled 
backward, but we haven't learned if 
there is some sinister reason for that 
coding. The reason why Nexus, 
newsletter of the Central Colorado 
Library System, has this title remains 
a mystery to· the current editor. 
Anyone know? 

News is drawn from many others, 
with the following titles: Dateline, 
The Library Groupletter, Channel, 
Main Entry, Tipsheet, Plain Speak
ing, Bookmarks, Memo, N LAQ 
(Nebraska Library Association 
Quarterly), FOK'L Point (Friends of 
Kansas Libraries) and many others. If 
you know of an interesting story be
hind any of these, please write and 
we will share the story with our 
readers. 

Your editor 

WHCLIST in Cheyenne 
Dorothie Mahoney, Rapid City, 

S.D. Lay Regional Representative, 
and Jim Marvin, Topeka, KS Profes
s ion al Regional Representative, 
attended the Fourth Annual Meeting 
of the White House Conference 
Task Force on Library and Informa
tion Science Services in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, September 21-23. All sec
tions of the country, including the 
Virgin Islands and the Northern 
Marianas were represented. 

The Task Force of 118 members 
was formed by resolution of the 
1979 White House Conference on 
Library and Information Services to 
monitor recommendations of that 

. landmark meeting on library and in
formation services. Two represen
tatives from each state-one lay 
person and one from the library pro
fess ion - are elected to serve as 
Task Force delegates. 

The Fourth Annual Report o,f the 
States shows a dramatic rise in state 
aid for I ibrary services, heightened 
I ibrary • visibility through creative 
public relations programs, indicated 
a dramatic upsurge in circulation in 
the nation's libraries., and increases 
in citizens organizing for support of 
libraries. Task Force Chair Laura B. 
Chodos (New York State) praised the 
delegates for their leadership in 

each state's and territory's efforts to 
improve library and information ser
vices. 

The 1983 action agenda adopted 
by the delegates focused primarily 
on a call for a Blue Ribbon Panel on 
Library and Information Services 
parallel to" A Nation at Risk" report; 
programs focusing on adult literacy; 
cooperative endeavors between 
school and public libraries for im
provement of library services for 
young children and students. The 
delegates also unanimously en
dorsed an action item supporting full 
dissemination of government infor
mation. 

An award was presented to 
Senator Mark Hatfield, Oregon, for 
"Legislative Leadership." Senator 
Hatfield is on the Senate Appropria
tions Committee and has been a 
great supporter of Ii baries. The 1983 
Publication Award went to the 
Council for Florida Libraries 
Pub I ications, for its use of all possi
ble means to promote under
standing and awareness of libraries. 
Julie Palmer, New York, received the 
1983 Citizen of the Year Award. She 
is Director of the American Reading 
Council and author of Read For Your 
Life, a Notable Book for 1974. (A 
copy of her acceptance speech ap
pears in this newsletter.) 

Faxon figures. 
Productivity is a critical concern in today's library. That's why more and more decision makers are looking 
into Faxon. We can be the best source for all of your journal and continuation subscriptions. Our services 
enable you to devote your valuable personnel resources to other crucial library functions. 

f:,.s a full service age'nt with access to more than 150,000 different periodicals, we can handle ordering, 
claiming, check-in, and routing. Our growing international network links you to other libraries, publishers, 
and in the near future, other online systems. 

If you can profit from improved productivity, a call to Faxon figures. 

1-800-225-6055 
or 1-617-329-3350 (collect) &:on 

ON THE FRONTIER OF INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 

F.W. Faxon Company, Inc. 15 Southwest Park Westwood, MA 02090 
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(continued from page 2) 

awfully wrong with our educational 
system." That was a shocker to me 
because to get a job with his firm 
you have to do well at one of the top 
business schools in the country. 

How can our schools be doing 
such a poor job in so many in
stances? I repeat-we' re setting our 
sights too low. I'm going to quote 
from a speech by Leo Ray, who is 
considered one of the country's 
great experts on reading. This is 
from a speech he made at a con
ference at the Center for the Book at 
the Library of Congress, in which he 
was explaining that, on the whole, 
reading teachers are doing a good 
job. 

"Gertrude Hildreth once com
mented that about half of all 
children have some difficulty in 
learning to read . She then described 
three groups of children: the 
bookish and highly verbal who take 
to reading like ducks to water, the 
concrete minded, often labeled slow 
learners, who experience great dif
ficulty with reading and stniggle to 
achieve basic literacy, and the 
practical minded, children who can 
learn but who need to be motivated 
and carefully directed. Children in 
this last group recognize reading as 
a useful tool and master its use, but 
they would rather, under most con
ditions, do other things than read ." 
Yet, I've told many of you about our 
reading program where 100% of low 
income minority 5-year olds learn to 
read with excitement and en
thusiasm and without pressure. And 
I know that a major factor In this 
success is that we expect them to. 

American publishers, too, as a 
group have set their expectations 
low. I say that out of personal ex
perience. In 1935, I came back from 
a trip to Europe with hope to see the 
equivalent of the Continental 
Tauschnitz editions and the British 
Penguins available in this country. 
Being a brash young woman, I got 
an introduction to a leading 
publisher and poured forth my 
ideas. He patiently explained to me 
that paperbacks were an impos
sibi I ity i.n the l)nited States . 
"American labor costs are too high," 
he said. "And, besides, Americans 
aren't readers- I ike the British." 

When paperbacks appeared I 
went to a leading children's 
publisher and suggested children's 
paperbacks. He, too, knew that this 
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was an impossibility. The only big 
market for children 's books is 
libraries, teachers and maiden 
aunts, he explained, and they would 
never buy paperbacks. When I sug
gested that I believed that children 
would, he hooted. 

The education divisions of the 
mass market publishers have been 
debating for three years now 
whether the idea of paperback 
bookstores in elementary schools is 
practical, yet in· England there are 
over 7,000 such stores and they have 
made a major difference both to the 
publishing industry and to British 
chi ldrens' education. 

Now, what has all this to do with 
libraries? With you? 

As I say, I am humbled to be talk
ing to you . How can I say that 
women like Bessie and Mary Alice 
and Lucille and the rest of you who 
have been working so hard to 
achieve the goals of the White 
House Conference are setting your 
sights low? 

You ' re not-but far too many 
I ibrarians and friends of I ibraries 
are . And we mustn't-that's the 
message I hope you ' ll take home to 
your friends and colleagues . In last 
night's performance ·willa Cather 
said " I can 't accept my father's 
loss." And yet, ultimately of course, 
she had to . But there are some 
things one must accept and others 
which it is immoral to accept. If you 
believe, as I do, that library service 
is essential to learning to read and 
to a good education, then it is im
moral to accept the fact that most 
elementary schools in New York Ci
ty haven't had a new library book 
since 197 4! It is immoral to accept 
the fact that most elementary 
schools in Cheyenne don't have a 
library. 

We know-we've known for 
generations that children who come 
from a literate environment, from 
homes where they' re read aloud to 
and see adults reading and have ac
cess to a wide range of print 
material, learn to read without any 
problems unless they have a learn
ing disability. We also know that, 
unfortunately, there are millions of 
low income urban and rural homes 
and an increasing number of middle 
income homes where those condi
tions do not exist. Bu.t, we can and 
we must create that kind of literate 
environment in the schools . 

I know you're all out there 

fighting, but far too many librarians 
and others are not. If they were, we 
would be winning a lot more vic
tories . It worries me more than I can 
say. 

In New York City a couple of 
years ago, the then Chancellor in
itiated · tests in the 4th and 7th 
grades which he called "gates ." You 
had to be able to go through those 
gates to get promoted. And the 
Department of Communication Arts 
sent one a copy of a new curriculum 
they had devised for the children 
who had been held ba<_:k so they 
would not have to just study the 
same material they had failed on the 
year before . The curriculum was 
about the size of a New York phone 
book, but I plowed through it and 
found that there was not one men
tion of I ibraries (either school or 
public) or library skills. I wrote them 
about it and they said that, when a 
new edition came out, which it 
hasn't yet, they would put libraries 
in. But, what discouraged me pro
foundly was the fact that the direc
tor said to me, defensively, "Do you 
know you ' re the only person who's 
seen the curriculum who's mention
ed I ibraries?" 

In the last NYLA Bulletin the 
president of NYLA has a short article 
deploring the fact that many public 
librarians, instead of fighting 
cooperatively with school librarians 
to get the funds needed, look on 
them as competition and try to 
thwart their efforts. Library litera
ture seems to be fu II of articles on 
how librarians can recycle 
themselves. I feel very badly for 
librarians who have been cut, but I 
also feel that far too many of us are 
accepting defeat or acting like beg
gars at the table. 

I hear a lot about "being 
realistic. " I heard Pierre Laval's son
in-law in July, 1940, explain to a 
group of prominent New Yorkers 
how realistic France had been to 
capitulate and how "unrealistic" the 
British were being and we would be 
if we supported them . 

Please help people to understand 
that the lack of realism lies with 
those who think that it is wise to 
allow generations of children grow 
up not knowing the joys of reading 
for pleasure-not getting a real 
education-and that you can't do it 
without access to books . 

I want to tell you two stories 
about an old man I knew who was 
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an extraordinary fund raiser. He was 
extraordinary because he had such a 
burning conviction that what he was 
doing was giving people an op
portunity to do the right thing. 

He was asked by a group of 
businessmen to be the head of a 
campaign to raise the money to start 
a business school at Harvard-that 
will place him in his historical con
text-and he accepted. A little while 
later, he called on one of the men 
who had urged him to take on the 
task, and the man, who was very 
rich, gave him a check for half a 
million dollars . My friend, the fund 
raiser, handed it back to him and 
said, "Thank you very much for the 
thought. I'm afraid I've rushed you 
because I know when you think it 
over, you'll feel that that amount is 
really much less than your share and 
much less than it shows how impor
tant you feel this school can be to 
the country and to American 
business." A few days later he re
ceived a check for $2 million from 
the man. 

Later on he was asked to raise 
money for a c. , I at Mass
achusetts General Hospital, a quiet 
place where friends and relatives 
could go to get out of the hospital 
atmosphere and the hurly-burly of a 
great medical center. It happened 
that, just before this, one of his 
friends, a very rich woman, had 
almost died in that very hospital 
because a nurse had mistakenly 
given her the wrong medicine. He 
thought things over and went to her 
and said, "Elizabeth, you've been 
through a very bad time, but you've 
got a chance, because of that awful 
incident, to do a wonderful thing. If 
you'll start this campaign with a 
substantial gift, everyone will say, 
'Well, if Elizabeth thinks it's impor
tant to give after all that hospital 
put her through, then it must really 
be important.' " And she was per
suaded, people were impressed,. and 
the money poured in. 

We have to use that kind of con
viction and that kind of imagination 
when we go lobbying. And I want us 
to do lots more lobbying than we do 
fund raising. Libraries are essential 
to the survival of our civilization, 
not beggars to go hat in hand. 

Now, this has been a very serious 
kind of speech to give you all . I 
haven't told one joke. And here it is, 
a gorgeous day, and we have had a 
very congenial, useful and highly 
Support MPLA Advertisers 

successful conference. Why so 
heavy handed? 

For years we have been warned 
that we are becoming two nations, 
but we haven't heeded the warning. 
I came from a very sheltered, fairly 
affluent, background. My father was 
a scholarship boy, but before I was 
born he became a very success
ful lawyer. My husband was a 
scholarship boy and he too became 
a successful lawyer. Until I went to 
work in 1957 in a school in Harlem I 
really believed that Horatio Alger 
was alive and well in America. 

What I saw there and what I'm 
still seeing in the disparity of educa
tional opportunity in my city and my 
state and my country seemed to me 
then, and still seems to me to be 
unAmerican, the kind of thing It Is 
immoral to accept. And far too 
many of us are accepting. 

It also seems to me to be an unac
ceptable wast~ of our human 
resources. I often think that, in this 
day and age, Lincoln would be 
pigeon-holed as a boy unlikely to 
succeed, with his unsuccessful 
father, his dead mother, his home 
without books . I see so many 
children pigeon-holed, and with 
every one, I think, could be another 
Lincoln or someone with the poten
tial to offer our America so much. 

And I read the morning 
paper-very depressing these 
days - and say to myself, "Where 
are the Ghandi's, the Martin Luther 
King's, the Lincoln's again and know 
that the most important thing I can 
do for my grandchildren is to see to 
it that every child gets a really good 
liberal education. And I know that 
to do that means libraries and 
library access for every child . 

So, forgive me for being so 
serious, but please go out of here 
with the conviction that the 
medicine you're peddling can do far 
more for our country than an air
craft carrier or the MX. If you 
believe it, then others will . 

Archiving of Satellite 
Data 

A Blue Ribbon panel established 
by the National Commission on 
Libraries and Information Science 
(NCLIS) is assisting the Department 
of Commerce in developing policy 

, guidance related to the archiving of 
data from weather and land-sensing 

sate II ites. 
One of the problems that faces 

the panel is that the data stream pro
duced by the satellites is immense. 
The meteorological satellites alone 
generate data that produce, each 
month, 3000 computer tapes, 15,000 
images, and 150 video cassettes. The 
archiving today is done by the 
Federal Government on a rather 
decentralized, ad hoc basis . Since 
the investment to gather the data is 
very substantial, it is important to 
determine how much of this data 
needs to be saved, for how long, and 
for what purpose. 

The Blue Ribbon panel will con
sider the interests of the public, in
cluding the scientific, historical, and 
archival communities. (NCLIS news 
release) 

Audit Report Confirms 
BCR's Fiscal Solvency 

The high I ight of the September 15 
meeting of the BCR Board of 
Trustees was the audit report for the • 
past fiscal year which confirmed 
that the organization had elimin
ated its fiscal deficit and had a 
positive membership ~quity of 
$25,328 as of June 30, 1983. Other 
analysis presented by the auditing 
firm of Bretzlauf & Husman, Inc. 
also indicated a general decline in 
both administrative expenses and 
salaries as a percent of revenues, 
concurrent with an increase in the 
cost of product as a percentage of 
product sales. Auditor Ned Husman 
stated, "The analysis indicates that 
BCR has been able to eliminate its 
deficit by reducing internal ex
penses while also absorbing a por
tion of price increases it received 
from major vendors . (Action for 
Libraries) 

PLA Cost Analysis Task Force 
Seeks Information From Local 
Libraries 

The Public Library Association 
(PLA) Cost Analysis Task Force is 
seeking information from library 
directors and others who have con
ducted cost studies in their libraries. 
The search is a response to the task 
force's charge "to develop a plan 
leading to the creation of pro
cedures allowing libraries of various 
sizes to analyze their costs of com
mon services and operatives in a 
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consistent and efficient manner." 
Don Sager, immediate past

president of PLA, appointed the task 
force in 1982. At one of its 1983 Mid
winter Meetings, the new task force 
had been told that " many valuable 
jobs in this life don't get done, or get 
done poorly for want of an ap
propriate tool. " "This is true, " con
sultant Eleanor Jo Rodger con
tinued, " for a householder post
poning a repair job for want of a 
wrench as it is of an agency neglec
ting management functions for want 
of the appropriate information and 
the means of gathering it. For public 
libraries, the lack of cost informa
tion has been rightly identified by 
PLA President -Don Sager as a defi
ciency. " 

The PLA Cost Analysis Task Force 
. has developed background informa
tion on the state of cost analysis in 
libraries and commissioned a paper 
on cost analysis with support from 
the Baltimore County Public 
Library, the Montgomery County 
Department of Libraries and the 
Fairfax County Public Library. The 
1982-83 PLA Board of Directors 
asked the task force to continue its 
work another year. 

Descriptions of cost studies 
recently completed or underway, 
then, would be quite valuable to the 
task force. If you·r I ibrary or a 
department in your library has done 
a cost study, send a brief description 
of your cost analysis activity in
cluding area of focus (branch ser
vices, bookmobile operations, 
technical services, etc.) and the 
name and address and telephone 
number of your contact person to 
Joan C. Durrance, School of Library 
Science, University of Michigan, 580 
Union Dr., Ann Arbor, Ml 48109; 
313/763-1569. 

The task force plans to hold a 
hearing at the 1984 ALA Annual 
Conference in Dallas with testimony 
from libraries that have undertaken 
cost analysis studies. 

RLG Data Base Owner
ship and the Question 
of Copyright 

At its meeting on June 22, the 
Board of Governors of the Research 
Libraries Group reaffirmed its 
earlier decision not to register 
copyright for the data base of the 
Research Libraries Information Net-
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work (RLI N) at present. 
"The position taken by the Board 

of Governors is consistent with 
RLG's continuing commitment to 
the unrestrained exchange of 
bibliographic data," said Richard W. 
McCoy, RLG's president. "We 
recognize that libraries maintaining 
their bibliographic records in the 
RLIN data base have ownership 
rights in the records they create and 
that they may use without restric
tion any data representing items in 
their collections, whether or not 
such records were originally created 
by other libraries. Simply stated, 
each institution is free to duplicate 
and distribute its own records with 
exactly the same freedom it has in 
dealing with records held locally." 

PLA Issues call for National 
Report on Output Measures 

Stand up and be counted. The 
first national report on the results of 
output measurement will be made 
at the American Library Association 
1984 Annual Conference in Dallas, 
and the Public· Library Association 
(PLA) is interested in hearing from 
all pub I ic I ibraries that have im
plemented Output Measures for 
Public Libraries or will be doing so 
before the end of 1983. General 
observations and comment are 
welcome. 

Libraries to be included in the 
statistical summary and analysis will 
be selected from those that have 
completed at least six measures in
cluding Title, Subject and Browsing 
Fill Rate, Reference Fill Rate aFJd In 
Library Materials Use in substantial 
accord with procedures outlined in 
the Output Measures for Public 
Libraries manual. A broad 
geographical distribution and range 
of _size of library also will be sought. 
Individual libraries will not be iden
tified with specific results in the 
reporting. 

Please respond by October 15 to: 
Output Measures Data Collection 
Subcommittee, c/o Public Library 
Association, 50 E. Huron St., 
Chicago, II 60611 . Include contact 
name, I ibrary, address, telephone 
number, population of primary ser
vice area and the names of output 
measures that you have used or will 
be implementing. You will hear by 
December 1 whether or not your 
library has been selected for inclu
sion in the study. 

Rural Libraries Placement 
Service 

The Center for the Study of Rural 
Librarianship at Pennsylvania's 
Clarion University School of Library 
Science has launched a new place
ment service to link rural libraries 
and potential employees and relieve 
them of the expense of national ad
vertising. Employers may send job 
descriptions, to the Center for free 
listing in the service and applicants 
may send their names and addresses 
plus $1 .00. Send to Center for the ' 
Study of Rural Librarianship, School 
of Library Science, Clarion State 
College, Clarion, PA 16214. 

Printing Services for Libraries 
The Monroe County (Ml) Library 

System operates a non-profit print
ing service available to other 
libraries Their services have grown 
substantially in the few years they 
have offered I ibraries their im
pressively low .rates and wide varie
ty of products . For a catalog and 
rate information write: National 
Library Printing Headquarters, 
Monroe County Library System, 
3700 South Custer Road, Monroe, , 
Ml 48161 . 

If young adults need you ... 

You need the Young 
Adult Services Division 
of ALA 

As a YASD member you 
can get advice, informa
tion and publications on 
any aspect of library 
services to young adults. 
Through our committee 
meetings, workshops, 
and conferences, you 
can trade program ideas 
with other members. 
Our programs are 
designed with your 
needs in mind. 

Get Involved 
JoinYASD 
• write or call YASD/ ALA 

50 E. Huron 
Chicago, IL 60611 
312-944-6780 
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And You Thought You Had 
Problems Department 

Librarians and trustees who con
tinually wrestle with the problem of 
shrinking budgets and increasing 
demands for services may be 
bemused by the problems of the 
trustees and staff of the J. Paul Get
ty Museum Library in Malibur, 
California. 

When Getty died in 1976, his will 
left $700 million to the board of 
trustees of the museum, the agents 
who would handle this sum. At the 
end of probate in 1983, the $700 
million had grown to $1.4 billion. As 
an operating trust, not a grant
making foundation, the Getty 
Museum is obligated to spend 4.25 
percent annually of the market 
value of its endowment on activities 
it develops and operates, or, tersely, 
the trustees must spend $60 million 
annually. (From "A Wealth of 
Scholarship: The J. Paul Getty 
Center Library" by Susan Malkoff
Smith, Wilson Library Bulletin, June, 
1983) 

Libraries Circulation Booming 
Circulation of public library 

materials in the United States has in
creased twice as fast as the rate of 
population growth in the past four 
decades, according to University of 
Illinois professor Herbert Goldhor. 
From 1941 to 1982, circulation rose 
100 percent while the nation's 
population increased by 70 percent, 
said Goldhor, who keeps track of 
the annual circulation and spending 
data from a number of public 
libraries. The total estimated na
tional circulation of all library 
materials - including video casset
tes, film, tape and records, as well as 
books-passed the 1 billion mark 
for the first time in 1981, and reach
ed 1.07 billion in 1982. (Plain Speak
ing, August, 1983) 

SLA President Looks to 
Future 

NEW YORK, July 29-Pat 
Molholt, Associate Director of 
Libraries, Rensselaer Pol itechnic In
stitute, Troy N.Y., took office as 
President ot the Special Libraries 
Association at the annual business 
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meeting held in June in New Orleans 
at the 74th Annual conference. 

In her inaugural address she 
stated, "Ours is a vitally needed pro
fession, particularly now when the 
ability to deal mechanically with in
formation is threatening to hide the 
fact that access and use are still 
human, intellectual operations. Our 
users confront an avalanche of in
formation with tools and habits 
barely adequate to the printed card 
catalog era. Yet it is their access to 
the information they need on which 
our budgets, gadgets, and, ultimate
ly, our jobs depend." 

More than 3,000 special librarians 
and information managers gathered 
in New Orleans for the 74th Annual 
Conference. SLA is an international, 
professional association with more 
than 11,500 members who work in 
special libraries serving business, • 
research, government, universities, 
newspapers, museums, institutions 
and organizations that use or pro
duce specialized information. 

Ms. Moholt continued, "the infor
mation revolution is here and has 
been with us for some time. The 
technological means for it-micro
electronics, computers, and tele
communications-are at hand, and 
it is, in larger measure than we 
realize, our responsibility to make 
the information age a full and pro
ductive reality. We need to think 
beyond our library, and technology 
offers us a means to do this." 

Ms. Molholt added, " we 
belong to a profession that has grown 
used to meager rewards and recogni
tion. This can and must change. By 
not basing our information strengths 
on the objects in our collections, we 
move away from being judged in the 
traditional ways. A new pattern and 
a new status can arise." 

"Perhaps no single thing can do 
more, in this context, than for 
I ibrarians deliberately to leave the 
protective confines of their space 
and Join with researchers and 
others as specialists in the broader 
work environment. That will mean 
moving out of the library and into 
the laboratories and offices of those 
seeking information. In many 
organizations, computer networks 
have already made information ac
cess available in these same offices 
and laboratories. We need to follow 
this outward movement and make 
our skills as accessible as our infor
mation has become." 

Around 
the Region 

Colorado 

Conference on Colorado 
Academlc Library Master 
Plan 

"A Colorado Response to the In
formation Society: The Changing 
Academic Library," was the title of 
an October 6-7, Denver conference, 
sponsored by the Colorado Commis
sion on Higher Education and the 
Colorado State Library, through the 
Colorado Academic Library Com
mittee. 

In May 1982 a Colorado 
Academic Library Master Plan was 
endorsed. This conference was 
organized to discuss and to build 
upon the concept that on most cam
puses an expanded role is required 
of academic I ibraries, not only 
because of the demands placed 
upon us by the information society 
but also because of current goals, 
needs, and programs of higher 
education. How can the library 
help to prepare people to be effec
tive information consumers, and 
How can libraries support the goals 
of higher education in the State? 
were but two of the questions ad
dressed at the conference. 

Academic vice presidents, library 
directors, and faculty members from 
each institution participated in the 
conference. The keynote address, 
"Educating People for the Informa
tion Society" was given by Dr. 
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Harold Hyman, the William P. Hob
by Professor of History at Rice 
University. (Colorado Libraries, 
September 1983) 

World's Largest Booksale 
On Saturday, September 17, 

libraries all along the Colorado front 
range combined forces to produce a 
mammoth booksale spread out 
among three cities: Ft. Lupton, 
Denver and Colorado Springs. 

The local sponsors were the 
Friends of the Pikes Peak Library 
District, the Arkansas Valley 
Regional Libraries, the Plains and 
Peaks Library System and the Securi
ty Public Library. All proceeds of the 
sale were to benefit the par
ticipating libraries. 

The "World's Largest Booksale" 
, was primarily sponsored by the Col

orado Library Association's Friends' 
Roundtable and the Englewood 
Public Library Advisory Board. Cost 
of the project was underwritten by 
the Independent Order of Foresters. 

It was estimat~d that approx
imately 60,000 books were sold in 
the three cities in which the sale was 
held, which was estimated to be 
about 12 million pages of reading 
material, or stacked on top of each 
other, the books would reach a mile 
and a half tall. (Tipsheet, 
September, 1983) 

Victorian Room Added to 
Library 

Grand opening festivities for the 
new "Leadville Room" addition to 
the Lake County Public Library in 
Leadville were held on June 5. Near
ly 300 guests enjoyed such 
delicacies as Baby Doe cream puffs 
and Champagne a la Prospector. The 
room, described as a Victorian beau
ty, is richly appointed in authentic 
furnishings and decor of the 1880's. 
Included in the addition, which has 
been a year in construction, is a 
small conference room, also in 
period-style, boasting a massive oak 
conference table with ten high
backed chairs, known as the Baby 
Doe Room. 

The entire project was designed, 
built, and furnished by Gilbert & 
Associates of Leadville at a cost of 
about $150,000, most of which was 
raised by Lake County Commis
sioner Carl Miller through gifts from 
sources such as Climax 
Molybdenum Co., ASARCO, Day 
Mines, and the Boettcher Founda-
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tion. No local tax revenue was used. 
(Colorado State Library Newsletter, 
June-July 1983) 

Kansas 
Women's Clubs Adopt 
Resolution and Establish 
Awards 

Recognizing that Kansas citizens 
are faced with a steadily decreasing 
volume of materials in their local 
public libraries, and that those 
materials are not being replaced 
with more recent, more technically 
accurate materials, the Kansas 
Federation of Women's Clubs 
adopted an emergency resolution 
urging members to "Support 
libraries in a new book and 
materials building program by ac
tively telling city and state officials 
about this I ibrary need." 

The Federation also established a 
$25 library service award to 
recognize Kansas Federatoin of 
Women's Clubs members, clubs and 
other interested groups and in
dividuals who are working to sup
port Kansas libraries and are in
volved in developing library pro
grams and projects. The first awards 
will be presented during the KFWC 
convention in April, 1984.· 

Awards categories are: 1. KFWC 
Library Development Award: an 
award to a club for support of local 
library programs or to a library 
board of trustees for significant 
development, or to a group, such as 
"Friends" or other support groups 
which have contributed significantly 
to local library development in one 
or more communities; and 2. KFWC 
Library Individual Achievement 
Award: an award to a person, not a 
member of KFWC, for significant 
contribution to local, regional or 
statewide I ibrary development. 

There will also be two awards for 
KFWC members only. (FOK'L Point, 
September, 1983) 

Montana 

Great Falls Site of Puppetry 
Meeting 

The Great Falls Public Library will 
be the site this fall for the statewide 
meeting of the Montana Puppet 
Group. A full day of performances, 

"show and tell" and workshops will 
be offered on either October 8 or 15. 
Members of the MPG include pro
fes.ional puppeteers, librarians, 
teachers, students, church groups 
and ether interested individuals. 
(MLA President's Newsletter, 
August, 1983) 

Young Reader's Choice 
Awards 

Arlis Bidwell, Box 385, Broadus, 
MT 59317 needs your lists of the 
best children's books you have read 
with a 1982 copyright. The titles are 
requested from librarians living in 
the Northwest, and will be used to 
put together a ballot. The ballot will 
be used by children in grades 4-8 to 
select v·oung Reader's Choice 
pwards. 

The Young Reader's Choice award 
meets several goals: 

It recognizes a book which 
children endorse as a good story. 

It promotes good books. 
It also give some choices of books 

to use with children in the classroom 
and in the libraries·. (MLA President's 
Newsletter, August, 1983) 

Nebraska 

PELARCON Considers New 
Lenders Fees 

At its June 2 meeting PELARCON 
(Postsecondary Educational 
Libraries & Resource Centers of 
Nebraska) gave considerable atten
tion to interlibrary loan matters with 
a discussion of the State Advisory 
Council's recommendation for a 
cost recovery based fee for inter
library _ loans, and a report of the 
meeting of the regional/resource 
I ibrarians. 

John Mayeski described the pro
posal under consideration to 
establish Kearney State College as a 
reference and interloan switching 
center for libraries in the 
Republican Valley and Meridian 
Library System areas. 

Vivian Peterson reported for the 
ILL subcommittee on net lender 
compensation. According to com
mittee research, fees paid to net 
lenders vary from $1.50 to $3.50 for 
each item loaned. 

Gerry Rudolph distributed copies 
of the new UNL fee policy on inter: 
library lending and described the 
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conditions which had generated it. 
The PELARCON Interlibrary Loan 

Committee will consider changes to 
the reciprocal borrowing agreement 
at the October meeting. (Overtones, 
June-July, 1983) 

North Dakota 

The Library Connec
tion-ND LA Annual Con
ference 

The North Dakota Library 
Association held its annual con
vention in Jamestown, with a pro
gram filled with variety. 

Dorothy Broderick , founding 
editor of Voice of Youth Advocates, 
addressed the topic, " Free Access to 
Information and Reading Materials. 
for All Ages." Stephen Zink, head of 
the Government Pub I ications 
Department at the University of 
Nevada-Reno Library, provided an 
excellent program on promoting and 
using government documents. Den
nis Elbert, a University of North 
Dakota marketing professor, pre
sented a preconference, "Contem
porary Communications Can Lead 
to Dynamic Decisions ." Phyllis 
Acker, who is the chief of volunteer 
services for the Minnesota Office of 
Volunteer Services, offered a 
workshop of " Effective Board 
Membership," stressing the impor
tance of training oneself .to be an ef
fective board member and working 
to strengthen the boards with which 
we are involved. "Hoof & Mouth 
Storytelling," a program on using 
sound effects and music to liven up 
storytelling, was done by Heather 
McQuarie, from the Bemis Public 
Library, Littleton, Colorado. And 
Darrel Hildebrant, Veterans 
Memorial Library, Bismarck, talked 
about the use of books and pup
petry for bibliotherapy. (The Good 
Stuff, August, 1983) 

Tom Jones on Confidentiality 
of Library Circulation 

As many of you are already 
aware, an inherent conflict exists 
between the professionally endors
ed concept of maintaining the con
fidentia I ity of library circula
tion/registration records and the ND 
Century Code "open records" 
statutes . 

The Board of Trustees, Veterans 
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Memorial Public Library, is now 
close to adopting a new policy 
which includes "administrative 
guidelines" on access to records . 
Boards in North Dakota do have 
authority to promulgate such 
guidelines. The new policy will 
enable the staff to comply with the 
state statute as it now exists but also 
should deter access to files . When 
approved as a policy, VMPL will 
share it with interested persons. 
(Write Tom Jones, Veterans 
Memorial Public Library, 520 
Avenue A East, Bismarck ND 58501) 

Nevada 
Library Olympics at Universi
ty of Nevada, Reno 

The University of Nevada, Reno 
Library Staff Association held their 
Library Olympics Kick-Off bash on 
July 11, with a gathering of everyone . 
interested in signing up for the ac
tivities. Ice cream was sold by the 
scoop and cookies were 10 cents 
each. While munching, people sign
ed up, forming 11 Olympics teams. 
The following are the teams: Buffalo 
Bill's Chips, Let's Get Physic-Ill, 
Structurally Sound, Medical 
Marvels, Crazy Co-op, 5 Stooges, 
Biblio-dynamics, Lifers, Daytime 
Serials, Awesome Athletes, and 
Circ's Beserks. 

Every team worked amazingly 
hard, with scores into the thousands 
by the end of the games. Points were 
given for everything from vigorous 
gardening, to fence post hole dig
ging, to judo, to fencing with a foil. 

The end results of this month-long 
Library Olympics for the top three 
teams were: 1. Let's Get Physic-Ill -
19,940, 2. Awesome Athletes -
16,220, and 3. Buffalo Bill's Chips -
11,358. 

The Library Olympics Awards 
Luncheon took place August 22, 
with a free salad luncheon, courtesy 
of the Lavoy-Reimer garden (which 
grew nothing but lettuce this year), 
with French bread from Evelyn 
Wagner's home. 

The Olympic prizes this year were 
pottery. Everyone participating 
received a pencil holder or mug, 
decorated with a nose and a pair of 
eyes, and "1983 Library Olympics" 
written on the pencil holders . 
(MEMO, UNR Library, September, 
1983) 

South Dakota 
Variety in Summer Reading 
Programs 

South Dakota's public libraries 
supported a spicy variety of 
children 's reading programs this 
past summer. It was " Fun With E.T." 
in Bowdle, "Super People" at the 
Minnehaha County Library, "A to 
Zebra" at Faulk County, "Reading is 
a Chain Reaction" in Sioux Falls, 
" Bookopoly " (a take-off on 
Monopoly) i n Mobridge, and 
" Adventures in the South Seas" in 
Pierre. The Brookings Public Library 
elected to emphasize computers us
ing the theme " Books and Bytes," 
while Beresford's " Summer Yum
mies" emphasized " bites, " not 
" bytes" using a food-related pro
gram. 

The Cozad Memorial Library in 
Chamberlain had, in addition to 
preschool and elementary-age 
reading groups, a Reinforcement 
Reading Program aimed at children 
needing individual help in reading. 
The service was designed to supple
ment and review what students have 
learned in their school reading 
classes. (Bookmarks, July-August, 
1983) 

De~ey (A Computer) Guides 
Customers 

A TRS-80 microcomputer 
nicknamed Dewey tells customers 
at the Sioux Falls Public Library 
everything (well, almost everything) 
there is to know about the library's 
basic services. 

The computer's program instructs 
people to simply use the numeric 
keypad to provide yes and no pro
mpts or menu selections guiding 
them through a variety of screen in
formation displays covering such 
topics as how to borrow materials, 
how to register for a library card, 
where to find restrooms, what the 
library hours are, what each depart
ment offers in the way of services, 
and where to locate these collec
tions and services in the building. 

Dewey is placed on a table which 
includes a display of the library's 
floorplan arid a space for ex
planatory brochures . 

A primary reason for putting 
Dewey to work was the hope that 
repetitive directional questions ask
ed of staff could be reduced (and 
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that, hopefully, people who often 
hesitate to ask a question may find 
asking it of the computer less of a 
challenge). It is also hoped that 
customer involvement with the 
microcomputer will make later tran
sition to other automated services 
less of a strain on people. 

The Sioux Falls Public Library will 
gladly share samples of the program 
with others and provide the name of 
the young teacher who would be 
willing to provide a similar program 
for other I ibraries . (News Release, 
Sioux Falls Public Library) 

Utah 

Vending Machines and 
"Booktique" 

Food vending machines and a 
book-gift store, the "Booktique, " 
were approved by the Salt Lake 
County Library Board for installa
tion at Whitmore Library by Oc
tober, 1983. 

The vending machine and store 
will provide much-requested ser
vices to both patrons and staff while 
raising revenue for the library 
system. The vending machines will 
offer hot and cold drinks and a 
variety of snack foods . Among the 
items to be sold at the "Booktique" 
are better condition used books, 
locally-produced books and other 
materials, arts and crafts on con
signment and library produced 
items such as catalogs, a cookbook, 
bookmarks, and calendars. Supplies 
such as notebooks and pencils will 
also be provided for the conve
nience of library patrons . (Added En
try, August 2, 1983) 

Marriot~ Library's Utah 
Newspaper Project 

The Marriott Library of the 
University of Utah has received a 
grant from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities for Stage 1 of the 
Utah Newspaper Project. By funding 
representative institutions in all 50 
states, NEH hopes to bring United 
States newspapers under biblio
graphic control and to assure their 
preservation in microform. In addi
tion , selected I ibraries with exten
sive national newspaper holdings 
will enter records into the CONSER 
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data base to ensure the most com
plete coverage possible. 

The Marriott Library applied for 
this grant in part because of its 
earlier efforts to microfilm copies of 
all known Utah newspapers. Stage 1 
will fund a planning period to 
develop strategies for identifying 
items missed during the earlier ef
fort, to prepare for effective biblio
graphic control (Stage 11), to work 
toward further microfilming (Stage 
111), and in general to develop a con
sensus on the importance of Utah 
newspapers in preserving a record of 
the State's cultural, historical, and 
social heritage. (Hatu, September, 
1983) 

Wyoming 

WLA Gets Humanities Grant 1 

The Wyoming Library Association 
was awarded a $20,977 grant from 
the Wyoming Council for the 
Humanities. The grant was awarded 
to establish the Public Library Steer
ing Committee for Humanities Pro
grams . The committee will promote, 
encourage and coordinate 
humanities programs in public 
libraries throughout the state. A 
wide range of topics will be offered 
to small and large libraries. Janet 
Meury of Powell has been the pro
ject coordinator although the grant 
was to include a part-time coor
dinator to set up the programs. (Out
rider, September, 1983) 

Shake-Downs in Cheyen·ne 
In what would appear to be a 

shakedown for the Local Ar
rangements Committee for next spr
ing's tri-conference, Cheyenne 
hosted no less than five meetings 
during September. The Executive 
Boards of the Wyoming Library 
Association and MPLA met in
dividually and jointly on September 
12th and 13th. The Western Council 
of State Librarians met on 
September 17-18. The Chief Officers 
of State l'.ibrary Agencies met 
September 19 to 21, and the 
WHCLI ST met from the 21st to the 
23rd. The physical facilities are 
ready to go and hospitality flowed 
easily; the weather remains the only 
variable. 

The various sections of the 
Wyoming Library Association have 
been active through the early fall. 
The Public Library Section met at 
the Sublette County Library in Pine
dale on September 9. Heather Mc
Quarrie, Chair of MPLA's Intellec
tual Freedom Committee, presented 
a program on confidentiality of 
library patron records . Gwen Rice of 
the Wyoming State Library spoke on 
Interlibrary Loan Procedures and 
Protocol. 

On September 14 the Academic 
and Special Library Section met at 
the University of Wyoming in 
Laramie . Donald DeWitt, the 
University's new archivist, discussed 
the holdings of the University of 
Wyoming's archives as well as their 
interlibrary loan, cataloging and ac
quisitions policies. 

The Children's Section met at the 
Natrona County Library in Casper on 
September 30. Children's author 
Louise Jackson addressed the group, 
and an extensive display by the 
Children's Mercantile was 
presented. (News Release, WLA) 

AboutYou 
Cheryl Bailey, Director of the 
Mary College Library, Bismarck, ND, 
has been elected Vice
President/President-Elect of the 
North Dakota Library Association. 

Jan Beck is leaving the director
ship of the Southwest Regional 
Library Services System in Durango 
to become Director of the Lincoln 
Trail Libraries System in Champaign, 
Illinois. Jan ·has been a very active 
MPLA member, and we wish her the 
best of luck. 

Ann Birney, Joslyn Art Museum, 
Omaha, is the new Chair-Elect of the 
Omaha Area Chapter of the Special 
Libraries Association . 

Diane Caley, Director of the 
Ward County Library, Minot, ND, 
was elected by the North Dakota 
Library Association as their new 
MPLA Representative. 

Bob Carmack, Dean of Library 
Services at I .D. Weeks Library, 
University of South Dakota, was 

Support MPLA Advertisers 



elected to a four-year term as 
Chapter Council Director-at-Large in 
ALA's Association of College and 
Research Libraries (ACRL). 

Charles Gardner, director of the 
Hastings College Library in Hastings, 
NE, has been appointed to the Ad
visory Council of the School of 
Library and Informational Sciences 
at the Unive(sity of Missouri. 

Jeanne Goodrich has left the 
Nevada State Library where she was 
Assi.stant Librarian for Planning and 
Development to become Director of 
the Public Library for the City of 
South San Francisco, CA. 

Jerry Kaup, Library Director of the 
Minot (ND) Public Library, is the new 
President of the North Dakota 
Library Association. 

Lisa Kinney, director of the 
Albany County Library, resigned 
August 31 to pursue law studies and 
politics. Kinney expressed her hope 
to become an attorney and have a 
joint lega) practice with her husband 
Rodney Lang. She also plans to run ~ 
for the Wyoming Legislature in the 
next election. 

Shirley Krotz is the new director 
of the Glasgow City-County Library 
and Coordinator of the Golden 
Plains Federation in Glasgow, MT. 
She had been director of the Kim
ball, NE, Public Library since 1980. 

Jane Larson, 1.0. WeE:?ks Library, 
University of South Dakota, won a 
free MPLA membership at the South 
Dakota Library Association's annual 
convention in Yankton. 

Stanna Meyers has left the Silver
ton, CO, Public Library, where she 
was director, to work as head of 
adult/young adult services at the 
Durango Public Library. 

Ed Nickel, formerly director of the 
Northwest Kansas Library System, 
has joined the Colorado State 
Library as Senior Consultant, Library 
Automation. 

Marjorie Sellers formerly 
associated with Park College and 
A.T.l.S. Associates, married Tom 
Patterson on September 2. The cou
ple will reside in West Chester, PA. 

Support MPLA Advertisers 

Newly Minted 
1984 AIT Catalog of Educa
tional Materials is a 158-page il
lustrated catalog including program 
summaries for 2,000 individual pro
grams in some 118 series available 
from the Agency for Instructional 
Television, Box A, Bloomington, IN 
47402. 

' O*N*L*l*N*E, is a 14-minute 
videotape discussing advantages of 
automated circulation systems with 
five "automation pioneers," exper
ienced clerical staff who have "con
verted" to an online system. The in
tended audience is circulation staff 
who are just beginning to go online 
although the program can be used in 
discussion groups with all types of 
staff. For further information con
tact: Library V~deo Network, "Blue 
Sky" Studio, 1811 Woodlawn Dr., 
Baltimore, MD 21207. 

DAYS ONLINE: Coping With 
Automated Circulation 
Systems, is a 14-minute videotape 
using a series o·f typical library situa
tions to present options for staff on 
dealing with the public while deal
ing with the computer. Each scene 
present1s a "bad" and "good" scene 
on staff-patron interaction to en
courage discussion. For further infor
mation contact: Library Video Net
work, "Blue Sky" Studio, 1811 
Woodlawn Dr., Baltimore, MD 
21207. 

Guidelines for Young People's 
Library Service in Nebraska 
aims to provide public librarians 
and library boards with "realistic 
goals" for service to communities of 
all sizes. Write Nancy Chu, 
Children's Services Coordinator, 
Nebraska Library Commission, 1420 
P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508. 

Directory of Information 
Management Software for 
Libraries, Information Centers, 
Records Centers (1983 Edition) is 
now being distributed by ALA. The 
directory provides a comprehensive 
variety of information about fifty
five software packages, plus infor
mation pertinent to begin a cost
effectiveness study. $45 from Order 
Department, ALA. 

Online Searching Technique 
and Management, edited by 
James J. Maloney, is a complete 
guide on the organization and prac
tice of reference service using 
online searching. The first part of 
the book treats the techniques of 
online searching, while the second 
covers management of the service. 
$25 from Order Department, ALA. 

Presidential Election: Keep 
Track of the Leaders is a colorful 
red, white and blue poster for the 
1984 Presidential election for library 
staff to use in filling out election 
results from the 1st primary down to 
election day in November. It is de
signed to provide an attractive way 
of giving patr~rns an excellent cam
paign education by graphically 
depicting the entire election process 
in action. For more information or to 
order ($5.75) write: Creative Infor
mation Services, 7460 Cortina, 
Atascadero, CA 93422. 

The Basic Business Library: 
Core Resources, edited by Ber
nard Schlessinger, lists and de
scribes the most important 
materials needed for business 
libraries or business reference col
lections. The first part contains a list 
of 156 basic sources with several 
useful indexes. The second part is a 
bibliography of recent literature on 
business reference, with abstracts. 
$32.50 from Oryx. 

Special Libraries and Informa
tion Centers: An Introductory 
Text, by Ellis Mount, provides a 
brief history of special libraries and 
information today, followed by a 
nine chapter management section. 
User services receives considerable 
attention. Also included is a chapter 
on editorial services. $25 from 
Special Libraries Association, 235 
Park Avenue South, New York, NY 
10003. 

Success Stories: How 15 
Libraries Raised Money and 
Public Awareness is the title of a 
52-page booklet describing 15 
J ibrary development projects sub
mitted for the 1983 ALA/Gale 
Research Company Financial 
Development Award. This is ideal 
for libraries considering raising addi
tional funds or wanting to plan 
special events. Order for $4 from 
Public Information Office, ALA.. 
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Microcomputers and Library 
Services to Children and 
Young Adults, Part 1 & Part 2 are 
two special 44-page reprints from 
the Spring and Summer 1983 issues 
of Top of the News which focus on 
easing the discomfort and general 
terror of technology. The two re
prints can be ordered for $10 from 
the Young Adult Services Division of 
ALA. The parts can be ordered 
separately for $5 each. 

Telebits, a telecommunications 
newsletter for librarians, published 
by lnfocon, is edited by Brigitte Ken
ney. Volume 1, number 1, to appear 
this fall , will begin coverage on tele
communications, telematics, local 
area networks, fiber optics, inter
connects, AT&T divestiture, value
added networks, modems, multi
plexing, and much more. For · infor
mation write: lnfocon, Inc., 400 
Plateau Pkwy., Golden, CO 80403. 

Directory of Library and Infor
mation Professional Women's 
Groups is now available for $2.00 
prepaid from the ALA Committee on 
the Status of Women in Librarian
ship, ALA. The purpose, type of 
membership, dates and locations of 
meetings, and contact persons are 
presented for each group. 

South Dakota Library Associa
tion Intellectual Freedom 
Manual, now available as a 
SO-page manual, suitable for inser
ting in a three-ring notebook, can be 
purchased for $4.00 from the South 
Dakota Library Association, P.O . 
Box 673, Pierre, S.D. 57501 . 

- -
Continuing 
Education 

Date: January 5-6, 1983 

The Urban Electronic Library 
in the Communications Era 

Sponsors : Urban Libraries Council 
and The School of Library and In
formation Science, University of 
Pittsburgh. 
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Location: Sheraton Washington 
Hotel, Washington, DC 

Description: The goals of this semi
nar are: 1. To inform public library 
directors and municipal officials 
about key trends in new informa
tion technology; 2. To identify 
and explore new opportunities 
for urban public libraries in local 
area computer networking, distri
buted processing, municipal infor
mation resource management, 
data base marketing and public 
sector-private sector joint ven
tures; 3. To examine the legal, 
political, fiscal and staffing im
plications for public library 
managers in responding to new 
technological opportunities : and 
4. To provide an opportunity for 
urban library directors to ex
change views and share experience 
in small group sessions. 

Contact: Alex Ladenson, Executive 
Director, Urban Libraries Council, 
425 N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 
IL 60611 . 

Date: January 5-7, 1984 

Educating Information Profes
sionals for the. Future: 
Strategies and Options 

Sponsor: Association for Library and 
Information Science Education 
(ALISE) 

Location: Washington Hilton, Wash
ington, DC 

Description: Initially the conference 
will address the topic, "Who are 
We Now? Who Shall We Be?" 
Then proceed to focus on Library 
and Information Science Educa
tion, followed by an examination 
of Professional Practice. 

Contact: Janet Phillips, Association 
for Library & Information Science 
Education, 471 Park Lane, State 
College, PA 16803. 

Dates: February 28, 29 & March 1, 
1984 

Contemporary Issues in 
Academic and Research 
Libraries 

Sponsor: California State University, 
Long Beach, University Library 

location: Hilton Hotel, Boulder, CO 
Description: This Fifth International 

Conference will address issues of 
immediate concern to academic 
librarianship, such as : 1. Issues of 
program area contracts and fee
based services; 2. Issues of aux-

iliary funding sources; 3. Manage
ment issues such as financial 
planning, impact of collective 
bargaining, impact of automation 
on funding sources; and 4. Future 
directions in mainstreaming 
academic and research library 
programs. 

The conference will provide a 
unique opportunity to extend ed
ucational perspectives of upper 
and middle management librar
ians, professional I ibrarians inter
ested in administration, and uni
versity officials. 

Contact: Dr. Peter Spyers-Duran, 
Conference Chair, University 
Library and Learning Resources, 
California State University, Long 
Beach, CA 90840. 

Library Management Skills In
stitutes 

Dates: Basic -Miami, March 18-21 , 
1984 

-Chicago, October 
16-19, 1984 

Advance -San Diego, 
February 12-17, 1984 

-Washington, DC, 
November 4-9, 1984 

Sponsor: Office of Management 
Studies, Association of Research 
Libraries 

Description: Focusing on the speci
fic concerns of librarianship, OMS 
Management Skills Institutes de
velop the supervisory skills of 
staff in order to contribute to the 
overall performance of the library 
organization . The laboratory ap
proach builds on a learning model 
that suggests adults learn most 
effectively from direct activity 
and experience, followed by re
flection, generalization and 
conceptualization of ideas and 
learnings. Finally, participants 
explore how their learnings can be 
applied in their own work settings. 

Basic 3 ½-day institutes are 
geared for professionals in acade
mic, public or special library 
settings who have some manager
ial, administrative or supervisory 
responsibilities, as well as those 
interested in library management 
careers . 

Contact: Donna Reilly, Office Man
ager, OMS, Association of 
Research Libraries, 1527 
New Hampshire Avenue, 
NW, Washington, DC, 20036. 

Support MPLA Advertisers 



Joblist 
Deadline: December 15, 1983 
Position: Head of Public Ser

vices (Librarian Ill) 
Salary: $20,580 - $24,937 
Library: North Dakota State Univer

sity 
Duties: Responsible for the ad

ministration of all public service 
operations. Coordinates pub I ic 
services' activities with other 
library divisions and with the Tri
College libraries. Reports to 
Library Director and participates 
in general policy formation and 

Need a Job? 
Call 

605-624-2511 
MP LA 
Jobline 

Statement of Publication 
The MPLA Newsletter is published bi

monthly. Material of regional interest may 
be submitted to the Editor, Jim Dertien, 
Sioux Falls Public Library, 201 N. Main 
Avenue. Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57102 
Matters pertaining to individual or in
st1tut1onal membership, claims or orders 
for back issues should be sent to Joseph R 
Edelen , Jr. , MPLA Executive Secretary, c/o 
USD Library, Vermillion, South Dakota 
57069. Correspondence on paid adver
tisements should be sent to the Advertising 
Manager, Jim Dertien, Sioux Falls Public 
Library, 201 N . Main Avenue, Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota 57102 . 

Back issues of the MPLA Newsletter and 
the Mountain Plains Library Association 
Quarterly are available in microform from 
Xerox University Microfilms, 300 N Zeeb 
Road, Ann Arbor, MKhigan 58106. 

Copy Deadlines 
MPLA representatives in each state are 

responsible for supplying the Newsletter 
with information to share throughout the 
region, but all librarians are invited to 
send in newsworthy items. To assure 
publication in any given issue, please sub
mit copy by the dates indicated below to ► 
the Editor 
January 7 ...... .. . . .. . .. . February issue 
March 7 . .. ...... . .. . . . .. . . . April issue 
May 7 ...... _ .. .... . .... .. .. June issue 
July 7 . . . .. .. .. .. . ... _ . . ... August issue 
September 7 . . ... . .... .... October issue 
November 7 . . . ... . . . . .. December issue 

ISSN 0145-6180 

administration of Library. 
Qualifications: No less than 5 years 

progressively responsible profes
sional experience in an academic 

. library including automation and 
supervisory responsibility; com
prehensive knowledge of and ex
perience in public services; strong 
leadership and management 
skills; ability to work effectively 
with university community; 
degree from accredited MLS pro
gram or equivalent. 

Contact: Submit letter of applica
tion, resume, and 3 current 
references to: Personnel Office, 
North Dakota State University, 
Fargo, ND 58105. An EEO 
employer. 

Deadline: Not indicated 
Position: Children's Librarian 
Salary: $13,536-$14,076 
Library: Elko County Library System, 

NV 
Qualifications: MLS required . Good 

rapport with children of all ages, 
willingness to work hard to stim
ulate ' reading habits in young 
people . 35 hour work week. 

Contact: Hailie Gunn, Director, Elko 
County Library System, 720 Court 
St., Elko, NV 89801 : 702/738-3066. 

Deadline: November 15, 1983 
Position: Library Director 
Salary: $18-20,000 
Library: Albany County Library, 

Laramie, WY 
Duties: Position to be open in early 

1984 directing county I ibrary 
with new 28,000 square foot 
building and four small branches: 
2½ professionals; 18 FTE's, 34 
staff members; 1983-84 budget 
$309,000; 5 appointed board 
members. 

Qualifications : MLS from ALA
accredited library school; five 
years experience in administra
tion of public library preferred; 
ability to get along with wide 
variety of people; skill in survi
ving with a small budget and not 
many resources; grant-writing c1.nd 
budget background requested. 

Benefits: 22 days vacation; no state 
income tax; 3% sales tax; health in
surance; excellent staff; suppor
tive board; terrific location for 
skiers and lovers of outdoors. 

Contact: Joy Surdam, ChaFr, Albany 
County Library, Board of 
Trustees, c/o 310 South 8th, 

Laramie, WY 82070. Potential in
terviewing at Midwinter. 

Deadline: November 10, 1983 
Available January 1, 1984 . 

Position : Assistant Reference 
Librarian - Intern 

Salary: Minimum $12,500 
Library: South Dakota State Univer

sity 
Duties: Performs general reference 

service and shares responsibility 
for bib I iographic instruction and 
onl ine bib I iographic searching. 
Assists in I LL verification and 
reference collection develop
ment. 

Qualifications: ALA-M.L.S. required 
(earned by December 31, 1983). 
Preference given to recent library 
school graduates with training 
and/or experience in online 
searching and/or an academic 
background in the natural 
sciences. 

Contact: Send resume, academic 
credentials and three current let
ters of recommendation to: Clark 
Hallman, Reference Librarian, 
South Dakota State University 
Library, Box 2115, Brookings, SD 
57007. An AA/EEO Employer. 

Deadline: November 10, 1983 
Available January 1, 1984 

Position: Serials Cataloger 
Salary: Minimum $15,200 
Library: South Dakota State Univer

sity 
Duties : Responsible for cataloging 

of serials/periodicals in all subject 
areas; limited work with 
monographs and retrospective 
conversion project. Possible 
assignment up to ten hours per 
month at main reference desk. 
(Annual non-tenure tract appoint
ment, renewable up to three 
years .) 

Qualifications: ALA-M.L.S. required . 
Working knowledge of Dewey 
and LC classifications and AACR 2 
desired. Preference given to 
candidates with two or more 
years serials cataloging ex
perience using OCLC. Twelve 
month appointment witl;i standard 
benefits . 

Contact: Send resume, academic 
credentials, and three current let
ters of recommendation to: Iqbal 
Junaid, Catalog Librarian, South 
Dakota State University Library, 
Box 2115, Brookings, SD 57007. 
An AA/EEO Employer. 
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•Opportunities for professional involvement 
•Continuing education programs 
•A forum for the exchange of ideas 
•Information on new technology in 

librarianship 
•Support of regional Library efforts 
•News of people and programs in member 

states 
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STATE IIEPRESlNTATIVES 

Coloraido: Dorothe Peterson 
13793A East Marone Dr 
Aurora, Co 80014 
303-366-3528 

Mont.i.nai: 

NebrHkai: 

Nevada: 

North D•kota: 

South Dakota: 

Utah: 

Vee Friesner 
, Kansas State Library 

3rd Floor, Statehouse 
Topeka, KS 66612 
913-296-3296 

Karen Everett 
1530 Patr1c1a lane 
Billings. MT 59102 
406-373-5597 

Linda Rea 
Hastings Public Library 
4th and Denver, Box 849 
Hastings, NE 68901 
402A63-9855 

Joseph j. Anderson 
Nevada State Library 
Capitol Complex 
Carson ,Coty, NV 89710 
702-885-5130 
Diane Caley 
Ward County Public Library ampus 
405 3rd Avenue SE 
Monot. ND 58701 
701-852-5388 
Dorothy Uegl 
South Dakota State Library 
State library Building 
Pierre, SD 57501 

,605-773-3131 
Mary Petterson 
Weber County Library 
2464 Jefferson 
Ogden, UT 84401 
801-399-8517 

Wyomin1: Helen Higby 
Wyoming State Library 
Supreme Court & State Lib Bldg 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82022 
307-777-7281 

SECTION REPRESENTATIVES 

Academic K L. (Jan) Janecek 
libraries: North Dakota State University Lib 

Fargo, ND 58105 
701-237-8887 

Children's & School: Honey Lou Bonar 
Hastings Public Library 
4th and Denver 
Hastings, NE 68901 
402-463-9855 

Junior Memben Paula Hock 
Round Table: 130 So. 1300 E. No 612 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84102 
801-363-5733, Ext 243 

Public libruy/Trustee: Richard Rademacher 
Wichita Public library 
223 South Main Library 
Wichita, KS 67202 
316-262-0611 

St•te Agency: Steve Ooton 

Technical Services: 

Arkansas Valley Regional Ub Sys 
205 West Abnendo Avenue 
Pueblo, CO 81004 
303-542-2156 

Paul Cors 
University of Wyoming 
Coe Library, Box 3334 
Laramie, WY 82071 
307-766-4296 

DISCOVER McGregor 
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Where Customers Are Names-Not Numbers 

• All domestic and 
f?reign titles 

• Title Research 
• Prepaid 

subscriptions 

• Single billing 
• Automatic renewal 
• Personal customer 

account 
representatives 

Write for catalog or 
Phone 8151734-4183 

MOUNT MORRIS, ILLINOIS 61054 
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