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On The Frontier

Come in and sit for a spell!
Go ahead, kick off your boots.

We’ve got a lot of exciting
things planned for you at the
MPLA/OLA Joint Conference in
Shangri-La, Oklahoma!

(See story, page 7)

|

Preservation, Archives, and Special
Collections Section News

—Roseanne B.D. Bory
Preservation, Archives, and
Special Collections Section Chair

Reminder! The Preservation Section has changed its name and bylaws. It is now known as the
Preservation, Archives, and Special Collections Section. This was done in order to expand membership in
the Section, provide a wider selection of officers for the Section, and promote a wider variety of programs
to be presented by the Section at the annual conferences.

Remember that there are no separate Section fees. Everything is included in your MPLA membership,
but all Section memberships need to be recorded with the Executive Secretary (contact info on page 2).

Individuals who are already members of the Preservation Section will be considered to be members of
the newly revised Section, unless they contact the Executive Secretary and tell him otherwise.

For any further information, contact Roseanne B.D. Bory at (719)549-2475 (voice) or (719)549-2378 (fax).
Do not forget the Spring Conference and the upcoming program with the Colorado Preservation Alliance.
The newly named Section will be there!
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MPLA Executive Board
Meeting Highlights
25 January 1997

—Cynthia Berner
MPLA Recording Secretary

L Approved the 1997 budget as presented by the Finance Committee

L Received suggestions for changes to the associations' bylaws and manual of procedure

L Heard a report of the progress of plans for the MPLA/OLA conference .

L+ Held a brainstorming session on ways the association.can be most valuable to its members

L Authorized appointment of a committee to review and recommend changes to policy and procedures for
reimbursement of conference program participants

L Went on record as opposing any structural changes to the Amerlcan lerary Association which might in-
clude the elimination of state chapter councilors i

—————

MPLA Offers
Professional Development Assistance!

I Association members are encouraged to apply for grants, mini-grants,
j and international grants, all of which may be used for formal college or
| university classroom work, independent

o — —— o — o —

Seminars

I study programs, attendance at work- tastitiites

shops, conferences or seminars, or par- Workshops
j ticipation in any other activity that will Coursework |
| benefit libraries and the library commu- Conferencesl

I nity in our region. (Members are eligible Research Projects
after one full year of membership.) dependent Learning

; . |
For more information contact: 1

Joseph R. Edelen, Jr., MPLA Executive Secretary, 1.D.Weeks Library |
University of South Dakota, 414 East Clark Street, Vermillion, SD :
57069 |

Voice: 605/677-6082, Fax: 605/677-5488, Email: jede- |
len@sundance.usd.edu :

Plan ahead now for your 1997 continuing eoucation :
opportunities! :

[ e S — o ———— —
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The Walrus Said...

—Judy Zelenski

MPLA President ‘When I use a word,” Humpty Dumpty said,

in a rather scornful tone, “it means just what I
choose it to mean—neither more nor less.”

“The question is,” said Alice, “whether
you can make words mean so many things.”
My husband J]m, “The question iS,” said Humpty
besides being a full-time Dumpty, “which is to be master—that’s all.”
deputy city manager and
part-time professor of :
economics, is a writer. Last week the members of his writers group each took
“the tower” as a theme. One wrote a folk tale, another a poem. Jim'’s piece
captured a “conversation” among three people with diverse and unbending
opinions — each expounding, no one listening, no one thinking. Most of the group
knew immediately that he was referring to the Tower of Babel.

It made me think about words, and how the spoken (or hollered) word
seems to have dominated for some time. In a_recent bout of the flu, too woozy to
read or sleep and completely bored, | resorted to television for three hours.
Fortunately the Rocky Horror Picture Show was on. not knowing how to use the
‘mute” | observed commercial after commercial suggesting “It's About........ (fill in
the blank).” In a recent bout with grant-writing | wished it were that simple.
However, | don’t think the proposal would have any chance if we just said “It's About Technology.” The
written word tolerates complexity (except for email). It also invites silence.

S0 I'm cheering for schools and libraries and counting on them to perpetuate the appreciation of the
written word and the ability to create it. May there continue to be writers like Jim who make connections.
May there be readers who understand them. Otherwise, in the form of shrieking radio and tv talk shows,
overwrought news reporting, shouting sports announcers, and hollering preachers, we may be left with only
the noise of the Tower.

Judy Z.

This Is our rapidly-growing grandson Tanner at 10
months. He already has an extensive library of his
own - though his love of the book is currently
limited to using it for scooting across the floor,
aelighting in the sound of banging it closed, and
holding it over his head like an umbrella. And
reading - well, he likes to sit on Granapa Jim’s lap
and crumple up the Wall Street Journal.
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When you

purchase

SIRS Mandarin,

!
I

you’re getting Hi

(1L

S

more than

just a library

Included with every Mandarin system is

a team of bright, creative and friendly

‘ o
aUtomatlon professionals dedicated to your library

needs. From 24-hour technical
SYStem support and turn-key systems, to
full-text databases, SIRS Mandarin offers

()
in 4 box - it all. call today for more information.

r »
q—r ag
bj bA

SIRS, Inc.

PO. Box 2348

Boca Raton, FL 33427-2348
561-994-0079 * Fax: 561-994-4704

SIRS MA|NDAR1N‘

ke Symbol of Automation MWastery
1-800-232-SIRS

SIRS Canada

9630 Route Trans Canadienne
Montréal, Québec H4S 1V9
514-333-9040 ° Fax: 514-336-8217
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Cool Stuﬂ about the Pennsylvania Library Follows in Footsteps of
. . Wichita (KS) Public Library
lerary in your \ The Annual Friends’ Auction of the
Neighborhood... é

Sheridan County Fulmer Public
Library brought in a total of
§ \ $27,970.50. A public
copier has been
,~ purchased with
the proceeds,
and a check will be presented
library-at'afater date to be used to pur-

chase boeks and.other-materials.
~Tip o0’ the mousy pom[er to SCFPL Newsletter

MPLA Area Libraries are “Poets in Person”
Sites!

The Modern Poetry Association (MPA) and
American Library Association (ALA)-have selec
50 libraries for the fourth round of “Poets in
son: Reading, Hearing, and Talking: About:
porary Poetry in America’s Libraries” p ‘program
funded by the National endowment for the Hu=
manities (NEH).  The program is designed to
courage an interest: m poetry and rev1ta} ize th

PlooH Pull b, \LF) fecognized the Friends of
; 9 Yuma County.Libraries-a
recipient of 1ts 1996 Friends

(GroLID I\
P

vul\J

The Yuma Fri

Wilkinson
Winfield Pulk
Harvey Publ orar

Sherida Co""

S, a camcorder,
projector, funds
pecial printing pro-
cts such as library
placemats and memorial
brochures, refrigerator
magnets to promote
Dial-a-Story, children’s
story rugs, children’s fur-
niture, lots of homemade
goodies for library pro-
grams and receptions,
and encouragement and
appreciation for all the
library staff...”.
—Tip o’ the mousy pointer
to Yuma County Library
District Newsletter

University of Nebras
Receives Canadian Gr

The University Library at UN(
a $2,500 matching grant throug
dian government’s library grant prog
ministered by the International Council for
Canadian Studies (ICCS).

Under the terms of the grant, the library
will purchase up to $5,000 (U.S.) of books re-
lating to Canada. After being provided with
proof of purchase, the ICCS will reimburse the
University Library up to $2,500. Materials
purchased must relate to Canada and Cana-
dian studies.

—Tip 0’ the mousy pointer to The Library User,
University of Nebraska at Omaha
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OLA/MPLA Joint Conference at Shangri-La — Carol J. Connor
BApril 30 - May 3, 1997 Grove, Oklahoma MPLA Vice-President/President-Elect

Start planning now to attend the joint MPLA/OLA Conference at Shangri-La, Oklahoma. Besides an excel-
lent program, you will have an opportunity to relax and enJoy the ambiance of a lake front conference loca-
tion.

Shangri-La is located along the shores of Grand Léiﬁke ) the Che'rokees In.northeast Oklahoma. All accommo-
dations are within easy walkrng dlstance to resort actrvrtres and the panoramlc view of the lake front and
golf courses. by :

The followrng is a brief llstrng of some of the hlghlrghts of the conference

Keynote & Banquet Speakers \ ~ ;
Patricia Glass Schuman Presrdent of. Neal Schuman Pubilshers Inc,, and past
ALA President .
Bob Edward

:All Thrngs Consrdered Publrc Radro

Dewey 21
On the Pre
Lobbying 10

Topics of Confere

Intellectual Freedc Management Planning

Planning for Automation Web Sites
Storytelling Ergonomics
Dealing with Problem Customers Ethics
Home Schools Laws and Cyberspace Oklahoma Authors
Archives & Special Collections Access and Government Government Documents

Information

\\// (Continued on page 8)

7
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(Continued from page 7)

Table Talks (Thursday, May 1, and Friday, May 2)
Current topics of interest to librarians

MPLA Forum for ALA Candidates
ALA Presidential candidates Ken Dowlin and Ann Symons will attend.

Special Events
Boat ride on the lake
OLA 90™ Birthday Celebration
Golf Outing

The OLA Board and members have planned an outstanding
and fun conference. MPLA Sections have contributed excellent .
programs too.

| encourage you to attend the conference. Oklahoma librari-
ans are wonderful hosts and know how to have fun while
working hard.

World-wise integrated information management - personalized customer service.

EBSCORS

SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES
A part of the EBSCO Information Services group.

2801 Youngfield St. ® Suite 120 ® Golden, Colorado 80401-2264 e (303) 237-1753 ® Fax (303) 237-1752

Web site: http://www.ebsco.com
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March 1997

Check. ot the MPLA Jobline
infa on paqge 2!

25-26 Ap
30 April - :

May 1997
1-2 May -
13-15 May -
24-27 May — |
29-31 May —

June 1997
8-11.June — Specialf

June/july 1997
28 June - 1 July — Amerlcan' rancisco, CA
July 1997
19-25 July — American Association of Law Libraries Conference, Baltimore, MD

October 1997
9-14 Oct — Colorado Library Association Annual Conference, Copper Mountain
16-20 Oct — Nevada Library Association Conference, Carson City
20-22 Oct — Online World, San Francisco, CA

November 1997
1-2 Nov — 5th Annual Rocky Mountain Book Festival
5-8 Nov — Arizona Library Association Conference
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NTKs...

(Things that are Nice To Know!)

NORTH DAKOTA MEDTA SPECALIST NAAAED 1997 TEACHER 0F THE YEAR
sam Johnson, educator and media specialist in
Devils Lake, ND, has been named the 1997 North
Dakota Teacher of the Year. Johnson directs the
school media center and teaches a class to intro-
duce students to great books of the world. He
uses the socratic method of leading students to
ask questions on their own and discover the
book’s relevance to their own lives.
Johnson also established a Global Classroom in
the high school and began training students and
teachers in the 25-station Internet classroom. One
of the initial site hookups was located at the local

senior citizen's center, prov1dmg contmumg educatlon opportunltles for | SR

seniors.

0CLC iLL MTCRO ENY
OCLC has rele
software, which

~Become an MPLA mem-

~berand-let all your friends

Plus with added
ment.

266 your name in Pl"ll’]t]

. Simply fillout the member-

For more info

www.oclc.org/>.

The classified a
ALAS “ALA Job Line

Don’t Mlgs Out
MPLA Listsery
Today!

To join, just send an email message to Joe Edelen (MPLA’S Executive
Secretary, and listowner of the most exhilarating listserv in town)!
That's right...all you have to do is email
jedelen@sundance.usd.edu

and tell him you'd like to become one of the few, the proud, the
MPLA Listserv Members!

10

ship form.onthe back of
this issue and send it and
‘ ntribution
us Executive

MPLA Membership bene-
fits are countless, and so
are our reasons for having

you join the MPLA family!

o
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Welcome! Bienvenidos! Willkommen!
New Members Join the MPLA Family

ARIZONA
Iris Collard, Arizona Western College,
Yuma

MONTANA
Sharon McCoy, Phlllpsburg )

New MExico o
Patricia Froehlich, New Mex1co
State UmverSIty, Sante LG
Elaine Goo New Mex1co
State Un

Linda Taylor, Oklahoma State University,
Stillwater

ounty Library System,

¥ ]an Porter, Brighéfn Young

NORTH
Lora Lee

Public Sch

Harriet Briggeman,
Sand Springs

Creek Se(fo
Library, Blanchard

Carol Ihrig, University
< of Central Oklahoma,
\\ Edmond

David Snider, Lawton Public Library,
Lawton

) L. university, Provo
WyYOMING

v Josie Pearson, sundance
ool, Sundance

11
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MPLA Jobline

MPLA has long maintained a
jobline for its members. This
jobline is-updated each Friday.

To call the MPLA Jobline, dial:
605/577-5757 (U.S, 24 hrs/day)
or
800/356-7820 from any of the

eleven MPLA member states 24
hrs/day.

B e |

| S

To submit an announcement
to the MPLA Jobline, send it to:

Joseph R. Edelen, Jr.

MPLA Executive Secretary
1.D.Weeks Library
University of South Dakota
414 East Clark Street
Vermillion, SD 57069-2390

Voice: 605/677-6082
Fax: 605/677-5488
Email: jedelen@sundance.usd.edu

12

Noses In the News, or:
Hail and Farewell

: p ; p : 2 7 Lo
PDAVE OrLsON, Reference Librarian and o &
Associate Professor at the ID Weeks Library 4‘ e
of the University of South Dakota, has o r—jﬁ%

BN

. : e
retired. He intends to promote even more A\
time to his jazz piano pursuits.

R

o
DARLENE STAFFELDT, Director of ) \
Statewide Library Resources at the !
Montana State Library has been elected to
serve on the Board of Directors of WLN.

itiear

MIKE JAUGSTETTER is the new

state Librarian of North Dakota. He is a /,Sq
seven-year employee of the North Dakota 4( \f)
State Library, and has worked with state Lﬁ[

and national groups to promote improved S5

funding for all types of libraries.

PDUANE JOHNSON, state Librarian of Kansas, will spend five weeks
providing assistance to the National Library of Tanzania. He will assist
the national library in the design of organization and policy for greater
local board and staff responsibility.

Come join us at the
1997 MPLA/Oklahoma Library Association
Joint Conference!

L

April 30 - May 3, 1997
Shangri-La, Oklahoma
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Free Video From ALA

Preservation

| “Kids connect @ the Library” is the official theme of next year's
National Library Week (April 13-19, 1997). Its intent is to highlight the Ale rt!
value of bringing children to the library and show how communities Care of Archival Compact Discs

can help in the effort. As part of the campaign, ALA has produced an
eight minute video featuring President Mary R. Somerville. Libraries
can get this video free to show to community groups.

Do you know which CDs are
the most durable? How to
evaluate a CD? How one is made?
_ The Colorado Preservation

lliance Education Committee has
recently published a Preservation
Alert on the “Care of Archival
Compact Discs.” The alert
discusses-topics such as CD life
expectancy, standard CD
construction, types of CDs, the
evaluation of CD materials, and
how to (and not to!) preserve

your-archival-€Ds.

For more information, contact
the Colorado Preservation
Alliance;.c/o-€olorado State
Archives, 1313 Sherman, Denver,

www ala.org>.

Heidi M. Nickisch
MPLA Newsletter Editor
nickisch@sundance.usd.edu

snow. Lots of it. Heck, we
And I'm in the south-eastern very much! The residents of South
Dakota are tired of it. Every day | hea he weather; it's too cold, the wind’s blowing
too hard, the snow’s drifting too high. Every day | hear someone say, “Boy, I can’t wait for Spring!” There
are real concerns here. Cattle and other livestock are having a hard time of it, the pheasant populdtion is
down, and, well, the wind’s been blowing so hard that I can’t even go cross-country skiing. The snow’s
been drifting so much that...

And I love it. Mother Nature is a powerful force. On those occasions when the dogs and I brave the
wind and sleet and head out on the prairies for some skiing and a game of fetch, I'm reminded of all that |
have to be thankful for. 1live in a beautiful area that looks new to me each day. It is those times when |
come back to work refreshed, ready for a new challenge and a new outlook on the same old same old. |
return with a fresh enthusiasm for the work that I do.

MPLA does that to me, too. One of the strengths of MPLA is its diversity. Look to the Annual Confer-
ence for a refreshing break. Come to Shangri-La and re-charge your batteries!

13
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HERE COMES THE INFORMATION

SUPERHIGHWAY.

COULD LIBRARIES BE LEFT IN THE DUST?

in the major dialogues shapi ' , k he 21t entury Your participation will help ALA transform itsell into a force

¢ 10% saving  items. Opportunity to join ALAdIVISIOﬂS and round tables.
e Eligibility for / ) i offices, 11-divisions; and"1

If you don't YOUR VOICE HEARD!

Membership categorie
O First-time Member $48

[ Second Year Regular $71 ociate Member $43
O Third + Year Regular $95

YES. As the emerging superhighway sweep he nau‘

wnh clk tronic it Qrmauon llbr;mes could be pushed aside.
But you can help to-prevent’ ;

n, and respect for diverse pcrspecnves

* Up to 49% savings on ALA conference registration.

JOIN NOW AND MAKE

Name

Home Address

g my dues of $ to my:
QO VISA QO MasterCard O American Express

City State Zip Code
Card Number Exp. Date
Home Telephone
Signature
Place of Employment/School Position : i )
If you are using this form to renew your membership, please
Address enter your ALA Membership Number here
; Mail to:  Membership Services
City State Zip Code American Library Association
50 East Huron Street
Telephone Fax Chicago, IL 60611
e Fax to:  312-944-2641
[ For immediate results MAIL or FAX this application form today! |
14
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Job Opportunities

Academic

University oF SoutH Dakota, ID WEeeks LiBRARY
Science REFERENCE LIBRARIAN

Posimion: Faculty rank, tenure-track position. L.D. Weeks Library, University of South Dakota is seeking an
individual to serve as the Library’s distance science specialist working in a team-based centralized reference
unit providing comprehensive reference assistance. Plans, recommends, and implements programs of
instruction in library use and research methodologres wrt the aim of progressively developing research skills
for undergraduate and graduate students P [

hours at the reference desk (1ncludrng
Individuals applying should have an inter
public service.
QUALIFICATIONS. Mrnrmumq

resources; 3)

promotion). :

COMPENSATIO ications; 12=month appointment.

APpPLICATION esumé, and the names, addresses, and-telephone
numbers of S to: Imy Director of Libraries, 1.D. Weeks Library, University of South

Dakota, 414 SD 706 -2390.. Review.of applications will'begin March 3, 1997,
and will co ~

15
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Librarians Benefit with MPLA!

Opportunities for professional development
Continuing education programs

A forum for the exchange of ideas

Professional development grants

Support of regional library efforts
News of people and programs in member states :

RRSIR VIR SRS AN

ARIZONA COLORADO KANSAS MONTANA NEBRASKA :

]

\

{

members also receiv in the" mbership fee is based on To’ral annual budget.

Under $100,00 ..$100/yr
$100,000 - 29 $125/yr
Name
Position/Title
Institution
Business Address
City
Home Address - e Phone ()
City State Fax ()
Email Address Preferred Mailing Address: 0 Businessd Home
Section(s): O Academic O Technical Services O State Agencies, Systems, & Cooperatives QO Public Library/Trustee
O New Members Round Table O Children's & School Q Preservation, Archives, & Special Collections 1 Government Documents
Interest Group: O Interlibrary Loan
It is important to indicate section preferences if you would like o vote for section officers!
I am interested in serving on the following committee(s): O Awards [ Finance O Bylaws & Procedures
O Continuing Education O Intellectual Freedom 1 Professional Development O Public Relations/Membership
Mail to: Joseph R. Edelen, Jr., MPLA Executive Secretary

I.D.Weeks Library, University of South Dakota
414 East Clark Street, Vermillion, SD 57069-2390
The MPLA Newsletter is 0“
printed on recycled paper. '-’




