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MPLA President’s Letter

— Carol J. Connor
MPLA President

A current issue facing librarians is the Internet Ques-
tion. Who should be allowed uhrestricted access is still a
policy question for some libraries in our region. The US
Supreme Court decision on June 26, 1997 agreed with the
American Library Association's position that the Communica-
tions Decency Act was too broad, poorly defined, and that the
law violated the free speech of adults. However that decision is
unlikely to be the fmal word and even for libraries with policies in place, there may be more
challenges. Protection of children is the often mentioned concern.

The use of filters to protect children from sexually explicit material is being promoted on
some TV programs, in some newspapers, and by vocal community organizations. The use of
filters is acceptable to some librarians but not to others. Although one tends to read about
public libraries (e.g. Boston Public Library), academic libraries are not exempt from adminis-
trative or community concerns and pressure. In june | received an email message about a
college on the east coast where the college administration was planning to deny access to
certain sites on the Web unless there was prior approval based on research needs. Aca-
demic freedom and the right to pursue truth is a cornerstone of a university or a college.
School libraries and media centers have developed policies to address this issue as well,
some schools require parental approval for a student to log on the Internet.

On June 20, 1997 the restrictive Internet laws passed by the states of New York and Georgia
were killed. ALA was the lead plaintiff in the New York case. | believe there will be more at-

tempts by state legislatures to pass laws restricting access to the Internet, particularly as it

pertains to children.

Recently a Nebraska newspaper had an editorial illustration of a truck backing up to the
(Continued on page 3)
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local public library, delivering an over-
size computer with the word pornogra-
phy in large letters on the computer
screen to the front door of the library.
¥ The name on the cab of the truck was - Inter-
» net Garbage Co. Inc. Of course the delivery
person was asking an elderly female librarian
with glasses and a bun to sign for the delivery.

| recognize that librarians have different viewpoints on the
issue of unrestricted access and that different policies have
been adopted by libraries to address it. My question is how
can we help our colleagues in MPLA who may be caught in
the middle of this emotional issue. With the generous gift
of Bill and Melinda Gates and the Gates Library Foundation
to aid public libraries in low-income communities with’
equipment to access the Internet, more librarians may be
struggling with the issue of unrestricted access.

The MPLA Intellectual Freedom Committee, chaired by
Heather McNeil, and the ALA Office of Intellectual Freedom,
are available to provide information and support. ‘

| encourage MPLA members to share their experiences in
dealing with this issue. This can be accomplished by writing
a short article for the MPLA Newsletter and sending it to
Heidi Nickisch, Newsletter Editor, or by posting the informa-
tion on the MPLA Listserv. | believe this issue will be de-
bated and challenged for at least another year, and by shar-
ing our experiences we can help one another.

Wishing you all an enjoyable summer,

Carol Connor

PLA National

Conference

March 10-14, 1998
Kansas City, MO

— Kathleen Hughes
PLA Program Officer

\\=. Some Helpful Resources

MPLA Intellectual Freedom Committee:
Email: lassie2tel@aol.com

(

ALA Office for Information Technology Policy (OITP):
http://www.ala.org/oitp/

ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom: http://www.ala.org/oif.html

Gates Library Foundation: http://www.glf.org/

Over 100 continuing education
programs will be offered during
the Public Library Association’s
Seventh National Conference,
“Public Libraries: Vital,
Valuable, Virtual,” to be held
March 10-14, 1998, in Kansas
City, Missouri.

Conference-goers will be able
to build schedules tailored to
their specific information
needs. Program tracks cover
ten areas of specialization:
adult services/reference
author/literary/readers’
advisory
buildings
library administration
marketing/customer service
special populations/
young adult
staffing and staff
development
technology
trustees/friends/volunteers/
advocacy
youth services

The conference will feature
more than 250 exhibitors and a
number of special exhibit
events.

PLA members will automatically
receive registration information
in the fall. To become a mem-
ber, be placed on a National
Conference mailing list, or for
more information, phone
1/800/545-2433, ext. S5PLA.

PLA is a division of the
American Library Assocization.




August 1997
O Volume 42, Number 1

MPLA Newsletter

Montana —

The Big Sky Country

The following information is ex-
cerpted from Big Sky Libraries, a
publication of the Montana State
Library, Montana State Librarian’s
Office. (On the Web at: <http://
msl.mt.gov>) Many thanks to Tris-
ten Shinnick, Editor, for her assis-
tance and permission to use the
following information!

Technology 2000

The Statewide Technology
Strategic Planning Committee
have begun distribution of the
draft "Technology 2000:
Strategies for Montana Li-
braries for the 21st Century."
The MSL Commission voted to
accept the report and has now
also received public comment.

Statewide Technology Commit-
tee members began the pro-
cess in 1995. Since then, more
than 100 librarians on 15 work
teams collaborated to produce
the document which was then
edited by Lilly Tuholske, a free-
lance Missoulian writer/editor.
Technology 2000 attempts to
define the most critical techno-
logical goals for Montana's li-
braries into the next century.

One theme is the establish-
ment of a wide area network
infrastructure to connect our
libraries to each other, as well
as to interstate, intrastate and
Internet worked resources.
Concerns include such topics
as intellectual freedom in the
electronic venue; cooperative

statewide licensure of
electronic resources; ob-
taining and maintaining
the computer network
connections; library au-
tomation systems--legacy as
well as emerging web-based,
public access catalogs; fund-
ing such technologies; and
training librarians.

It is hoped that Technology
2000 will be viewed by the
Montana library community as
a starting point and will con-
tinue to be reviewed and re-
vised throughout the next mil-
lennium.

Draft copies are available
through Interlibrary Loan from
the State Library or the state
depository libraries. Check WLN
or WLN-LaserCat. It is also
available on the Internet at:
<http://msl.mt.gov/
tech2000/techpl.html>.

For more information about

Technology 2000, contact:
Vicki Terbovich
Statewide Technology

Consulting Librarian

Montana State Library
1515 East 6th Avenue
Helena, MT 59620-1800

406-444-5431, or
1-800-338-5087
e-mail: vterbs@wln.com

Montana Libraries and
Librarians in the News

Congratulations to MPLA mem-
ber Greta Chapman, who re-
ceived her MLS this month!

The West Yellowstone Public
Library received a $5,000
grant from the Dumke Founda-
tion to purchase new shelving
for the children’s section of the
library and to purchase materi-
als to put on those shelves.

The Choteau Public Library
has received an anonymous
cash donation that will allow it
to remain open at least until
June 30, 1998. The announce-
ment was made by board chair-
man Bob Nauck at a joint meet-
ing of Fairfield, Dutton, and
Choteau library boards. The
groups were seeking ways to
keep all three libraries open af-
ter June 30, when county fund-
ing discontinued.

Congratulations to Bette Am-
mon for being appointed as the
director of the Missoula Public
Library!

An anonymous donor has given
$20,000 each to libraries in
Polson, Ronan, and Hot
Springs. The donation was a

(Continued on page 6)
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Feel the

Power...

of

Creation!

SIRS Mandarin allows you to create

your own reports, customize your OPAC
screens and design a database on
anything from community service
information to book reviews by patrons.
Call today for more information on how
SIRS Mandarin Library Automation
System can empower you!

r ~

Since 1973

SIRS, Inc.

PO. Box 2348

Boca Raton, FL 33427-2348
561-994-0079 * Fax: 561-994-4704

SIRS MAlNDARIN”

Tbe Symbol of Automation Mastery
1-800-232-SIRS

SIRS Canada

9630 Route Trans Canadienne
Montréal, Québec H4S 1V9
514-333-9040 * Fax: 514-336-8217
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A Thank You Note...

—Carol J. Connor
MPLA President

Thank You!

A beautiful bouquet of coral roses from
MPLA arrived shortly after | returned
home from the hospital. | greatly appre-
ciated the thoughtfulness. The roses
certainly brightened my day. My recov-
ery from surgery is going very well and |
will be back at the library by the time
you receive your newsletter.

Carol J. Connor

(Continued from page 4)

timely one for Hot Springs’ li-
brary, since it is currently un-

der construction, and the dona-

tion is the amount of money
they were short for finishing
construction.

Twin Bridges Library cele-

brated their 100th year in June.

Congratulations to them!

Rica Garrison gave several Mis-
soula organizations a total of
$250,000. The University of
Montana Mansfield Library
will receive about $140,000,
and the Missoula Public Li-
brary, whose staff plans to
take a year or two to use the
money to fill gaps in its collec-
tions, got about $38,000.

6

The Miles City Library, West
Yellowstone Public Library,
and the Harlowton Public Li-
brary now provide public ac-
cess to the Internet. The Daw-
son Community College Jane
Carey Memorial Library pur-
chased and installed three per-
sonal computers with Internet
access, as well.

The Long Range Plan

The Long Range Plan for library
service in Montana was ap-
proved by the State Library
Commission at their june 1997

meeting. The plan will now be
finalized and will be available
on the State Library’s Web page
(<msl.mt.gov>). It will also be
available in hard copy format.
To receive a copy, contact Mary
Jane West at the Montana State
Library, 406/444-3384.

Montana Facts

Population (1995): 870,281
Total area: 147,046 sg. miles
Libraries: Montana has over
350 public, academic, school,
special, and institutional
libraries!

I
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Noses in the News...

Susan Awe Edits
Reference Work

Susan Awe, Library Manager,
Arvada Branch, Jefferson
County Public Library, Col-
orado, is the editor of the
ARBA Guide to Subject Ency-
clopedias and Dictionaries, 2d
Edition. Awe spent 1 )2 years
on the editing.

Selected from the last 10 years
of ARBA (1986-1996) with a
number of new articles added,
more than 1,000 reviews iden-
tify, describe, and evaluate sub-
ject dictionaries and encyclope-
dias in all types of libraries.

This Guide provides complete
bibliographic information and
detailed, often comparative re-
views, and is an excellent guide
for reference collection devel-
opment, and a useful resource
for students in reference mate-
rials classes.

The Guide retails for $65. For
additional information, contact
Libraries Unlimited at 303/770-
1220. ;

(e oo

Mona Carmachk
Featured by
Kansas City Star

Mona Carmack, county librarian
for Johnson County, KS, was re-
cently featured, along with 40
county personalities, in a 100-
page special section of the
Kansas City Star. The cover
headline adjacent to Carmack’s
photo said, “Johnson Countians
You can count on. Meet Mona
Carmack and 39 others you
should know but probably
don’t.” The article on Carmack
outline her nine-year career
with the library and her vision
in converting an 80,000 square
foot showroom/warehouse to a
state-of-the-art library.

1998 Joint ULA/MPLA Annual Conference

The Service Connection:
A Vision for Tomorrow

May 6-9, 1998

Salt Palace
Salt Lake City, Utah

50 Years of MPLA
85 Years of ULA
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The best source for
books and services?
Follett Library Resources

Over 80,000 K-Adult titles in stock
Complete cataloging zjlndr processing
USMARC or MicroLIF records available for every title
Free Order Typing Service
Collection Development Service for new or expanding libraries
Monthly order form in School Library Journal
Free shipping and handling on all book orders

For more information or to request a catalog,
contact your local Account Manager at 800.435.6170.

ll

FOLLETT LIBRARY
K, ECL S 0 UL IR e B S

4506 NORTHWEST HIGHWAY CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS 60014-7393 USA
800.435.6170 FAX 800.852.5458 815.455.1100 FAX 815.477.9303
E-MAIL: CUSTSERV@FLR.FOLLETT.COM

A FOLLETT CORPORATION COMPANY
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MPLA Officer Directory

General Officers

President
Carol J. Connor
Lincoln City Libraries
136 South 14th Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
Voice: 402/441-8510
Fax: 402/441-8586
Email: cjc@rand.lcl.lib.ne.us

Vice-President/President-Elect
Roann Masterson

University of Mary

7500 University Drive

Bismarck, ND 58504

Voice: 701/255-7500

Fax: 701/255-7690

Email:

r.masterson@mail.cdin.lib.nd.us

Past President
Judy Zelenski

Central Colorado Library System
4350 Wadsworth Blvd., Suite 340
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
Voice: 303/422-1150
Fax: 303/431-9752
Email: zelenski@netcom.com

Recording Secretary
Lynn Ossolinski
Incline High School
P.O. Box 5850
Incline, NV 89450
Voice: 702/832-4260
Fax: 702/832-4208
Email: lynno@nsn.scs.unr.edu

Executive Secretary
Joe Edelen
I.D. Weeks Library
414 East Clark Street
University of South Dakota
Vermillion, SD 57069
Voice: 605/677-6082
Fax: 605/677-5488
Email: jedelen@sundance.usd.edu

Newsletter Editor and
Advertising Manager
Heidi M. Nickisch .
1.D. Weeks Library
414 East Clark Street
University of South Dakota
Vermillion, SD 57069
Voice: 605/677-6088
Fax: 605/677-5488
Email: nickisch@sundance.usd.edu

Archives T .
Denver Public Library
Western History Department
ATTN: Lisa Bachman
10 West 14th Parkway
Denver, CO 80203

Voice: 303/640-8883

State Representatives

Arizona

Carol Hammond
International Business Info. Center
American Grad. Sch. of Int. Mgt.
15249 North 59th Avenue
Glendale, AZ 85306
Voice: 602/978-7234
Fax: 602/978-7762
Email: hammondc@t-bird.edu

Colorado

Susan Awe
Jefferson County Public Library
8555 West 57th Avenue
Aurora, CO 80002
Voice: 303/424-5538
Fax: 303/423-5462
Email: sawe@jefferson.lib.co.us

Kansas

Jean Hatfield
Johnson County Library
P.O. Box 2933
Shawnee Mission, KS 66201-1333
Voice: 913/495-7488
Fax: 913/495-2460
Email: hatfield@jcl.lib.ks.us

Montana
Andrine Haas
Dawson Community College
Box 421
Glendive, MT 59330
Voice: 406/365-3396
Fax: 406/365-8132
Email: andrine_h@dawson.cc.mt.us

Nebraska

Sharon Osenga
Meridian Library System
3423 Second Avenue, Suite 301
Kearney, NE 68847
Voice: 308/234-2087
Fax: 308/234-4040
Email: sosenga@nol.org

Nevada
Sylvia K. Bartak
Silver Peak Community Library
P.O. Box 128
Silver Peak, NV 89047
Voice: 702/937-2215
Fax: 702/937-2215
Email: skbartak@
lahontan.clan.lib.nv.us

North Dakota
Melody Kuehn

Minot High School

Central Campus

110 2nd Avenue SE

Minot, ND 58701

Voice: 701/857-4641

Fax: 701/857-4636

Email: kuehn@sendit.nodak.edu

Oklahoma
Peggy Cook
Norman Public Library
225 North Webster
Norman, OK 73069
Voice: 405/321-1481 x199
Fax: 405/321-3005
Email:
peggy@explorer3.pioneer.lib.ok.us

(Continued on page 10)
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South Dakota
Colleen Kirby
E.Y. Berry Library
Black Hills State University
Spearfish, SD 57783
Voice: 605/642-6361
Fax: 605/642-6298
Email: ckirby@mystic.bhsu.edu

Utah
Betty Dance
Merrill Library
Utah State University
Logan, UT 84322-3000
* Voice: 801/797-2681
Fax: 801/797-2677
Email: betdance@cc.usu.edu

Wyoming

Bobbi Thorpe
Wyoming State Library
2301 Capitol Avenue
Cheyenne, WY 82002
Voice: 307/777-3668
Fax: 307/777-6289
Email: bthorp@wyld.state.wy.us

Sections and
Interest Groups

Academic

Vicky York
Renne Library
Montana State University
Bozeman, MT 59717
Voice: 406/994-6658
Fax: 406/994-2851
Email: vyork@montana.edu

10

Children’s and School
Basha Hartley
Norman Public Library
225 North Webster
Norman, OK 73069
Voice: 405/321-1481 x130
Fax: 405/320-7189
Email:
basha@explorer3.pioneer.lib.ok.us

Government Documents
Betty Gard
Chester Fritz Library
University of North Dakota
Grand Forks, ND 58029
Voice: 701/777-4632
Fax: 701/777-3319
Email: gard@plains.nodak.edu

New Members Round Table
Vicky Terbovich ~ :
Montana State lerary
1515 East 6th Avenue
Helena, MT 59620
Voice: 406/444-5431
Fax: 406/444-5612
Email: uterbsa@wlin.com

Preservation, Archives, and

Special Collections
Mary Ann Thompson

Hays Public Library

1205 Main

Hays, KS 67601

Voice: 913/625-9014

Fax: 913/625-8683

Email: hplmt@fhsuvm.fhsu.edu

Public Library/Trustees
Sharon Osenga

Meridian Library System
3423 Second Avenue, Suite 301
Kearney, NE 68847
Voice: 308/234-2087
Fax: 308/234-4040
Email: sosenga@nol.org

State Agencies, Cooperatives,
and Systems
Jane Hatch
519 Niagara
Burlington, KS 66839
Voice: 316/364-3135
Email: hatch@pld.com

Technical Services
Shelby Harken
Chester Fritz Library
University of North Dakota
Grand Forks, ND 58202
Voice: 701/777-4634
Fax: 701/777-3319
Email: harken@plains.nodak.edu

Interlibrary Loan Interest
Group
Selma Dunham
1609 S Washington, #11
Aberdeen, SD 57401
Email: dunhams@
wolf.northern.edu

Committee Chairs

Awards
Wayne Hanway
Southeastern Public Library System
401 North 2nd
McAlester, OK 74501
Voice: 918/426-0456
Fax: 918/426-0543

Bylaws & Procedures
Steve Fulton

Farrel Library
Kansas State University
Manhattan, KS 66506-1200
Voice: 913/532-7433
Fax: 913/532-7644
Email: sfulton@ksavm.ksu.edu

Chapter Relations
Linda Rea
Hastings Public Library
517 West 4th Street
Hastings, NE 68902-0849
Voice: 402/461-2346
Fax: 402/461-2359
Email: Irea@hastings.lib.ne.us

(Continued on page 11)
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Continuing Education
Martha Greene
Washoe County Library
P.O. Box 2151
Reno, NV 89505
Voice: 702/785-4543
Fax: 702/785-4692
Email:
mgreene@smtp.co.washoe.nv.us

Electronic Communications
Brian Greene
Wyoming State Library
2301 Capitol Avenue
Cheyenne, WY 82002-0060
Voice: 307/777-3634
Fax: 307/777-6289
Email: bgreen@windy.state.wy.us

Finance

Judy Zelenski
Central Colorado Library System
4350 Wadsworth Blvd., Suite 340
Wheat Ridge, CO 80033
Voice: 303/422-1150
Fax: 303/431-9752
Email: zelenski@netcom.com

Intellectual Freedom
Heather McNeil

Edwin A. Bemis Public Library
6014 South Datura Street
Littleton, CO 80120
Voice: 303/795-3961
Fax: 303/795-3996
Email: lassie2tel@aol.com

Nominating
Dorothy Liegl- - SR
South Dakota State Library
800 Governors Drive
Pierre, SD 57501-2294
Voice: 605/773-3131
Fax: 605/773-4950
Email: dorothyl@stlib.state.sd.us

Centennial Celebration
Blaine Hall
230 East 1910 South
Provo, UT 84058
Voice: 801/225-5164

Public Relations/Membership
Jan Sanders
Bartlesville Public Library
600 S. Johnstone
Bartlesville, OK 74003
Voice: 918/337-5353
Fax: 918/337-5338
Email:
jsanders@bartlesville.lib.ok.us

Professional Development
Grants
*pending*

With the newest version of EBSCONET®, you can:

+ New, powerful search software enables uscrs to locate titles using words or phrases in full text, and/or/not opera-
tors, proximity or linguistic identificrs, concept-bascd searching or free-text queries. Also new: customized list of
titles ordered.

...search titles

+ Among our 256,000 title listings are bibliographic and ordering data for nearly 1,000 online scrials available on
the World Wide Web. An additional 3,700 listings are for titles available electronically in such formats as CD-
ROM, magnetic tape, diskette, fax and e-mail,

..order subscriptions

+ Search for and order replacement issues online from EBSCO’s Missing Copy Bank®; order/claim issucs and check

...claim issues : :
your past orders in any of six languages.

+ Now your Web browser can give you the convenience of electronic commerce and the quality of EBSCO’s tradition-
al customer support from our staff in 30 offices in 20 countries worldwide. Call 1-800-554-7150 for your access
code and password now.

Browse the future with EBSCONET® on the Web!

..get personal service

2801 Youngficld Street, Suite 120
Golden, CO 80401-2264
(303)237-1753
Fax(303)237-1752

EBSCt

SUBSCRIFTION SERVICES

A part of the EBSCO Information Services group.

1}
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Grand Forks is re-
covering, how-
ever, and will still
host the 1998
NDLA Annual
Conference.

For those wishing

the recovery ef-
fort, cash donations are pre-
ferred, and are tax de-
ductible.

Flood recovery has been a
big effort of late. Many
people from around the
country have called to ask
what they can do. The
Grand Forks Public Library
will be eligible to apply for
funds and for $24,000 of
new books from publishers,
and Baker & Taylor will be
donating replacement
books.

For more information
about recovery efforts and
where to send donations,
contact:

Melody Kuehn

Minot High School
110 2nd Avenue SE
Central Campus
Minot, ND 58701
Voice: 701/857-4641

Fax: 701/857-4636

Email:

kuehn@sendit.nodak.edu

MPLA passed a resolution of
support for North Dakota
libraries damaged by the
floods.

MPLA Jobline

MPLA has long maintained a
jobline for its members. It is
updated each Friday.

‘To call the MPLA Jobline,

dial:

605/577-5757
(U.S, 24 hrs/day)

or

800/356-7820
from any of the MPLA
member states
24 hrs/day

Montana History

The Montana Historical Society is sponsoring a

program to help libraries promote Montana his-

tory. People are encouraged to give Montana

Historical Society Press books to their favorite community, school,
and college libraries. The books are sent directly to the library with
a personalized bookplate identifying the purchased and anyone the
donor desires to honor.

Among the books available is the newly published Autobiography
of Red Cloud: War Leader of the Oglalas. Other recent publica-
tions from the Montana Historical Society include: Legacy: New
Perspectives on the Battle of the Little Bighorn, Traveler’s Guide
to the Great Sioux War, and Montana Native Plants and Early
Peoples. For more information about this program, contact:
Martha Kohl, 800/243-9900.

12
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To submit an announce-
ment to the MPLA Jobline,
send it to:

Joe Edelen

MPLA Executive Secretary
1.D.Weeks Library
University of South Dakota
414 East Clark Street
Vermillion, SD 57069-2390

Voice: 605/677-6082

Fax: 605/677-5488

Email:
jedelen@sundance.usd.edu
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Upcoming Events Calendar

September 1997
24-27 Sept — Wyoming Library Association, Sheridan

October 1997
1-4 Oct — South Dakota Library Association, Huron
9-14 Oct — Colorado Library Association Annual Conference, Copper Mountain
16-19 Oct — Nevada Library Association Conference, Carson City
20-22 Oct — Online World, San Francisco, CA
29-31 Oct — Nebraska Library Association and the Nebraska Educational Media
: Association Joint Annual Conference, Omaha

November 1997 2 .
1-2 Nov — 5th Annual Rocky Mountain Book Festival
5-8 Nov — Arizona Library Association Conference

March 1998
10-14 March — 1998 Public Library Association National Conference, Kansas City, MO

May 1998
6-9 May — 1998 Joint ULA/MPLA Annual Conference, Salt Lake City

Elvis at the Library!

— Scottsdale Public Library
Scottsdale, AZ

In celebration of 1997 National Library Week and as the culmination of a
year-long plan to market “internal” customers, Scottsdale Public Library
System staff staged a brief comeback tour for “The King.”

Said Library Director Judy Register (one of several staff “Elvii” sighted that

morning), “Our plan this year was to market our “internal customers” (other
City staff and community leaders) by highlighting some of the new information

technologies libraries offer while retaining traditional services. We also wanted

people to have fun, hopefully disproving the stereotype of libraries as stuffy, bor-
ing places to check out dusty old books.”

The event was so successful that planning for next year’s even, as part of another market-

ing push which will focus on the Library System’s “external customers” (Scottsdale citizens),
is already underway.

13
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EdLibs

—Heidi M. Nickisch
MPLA Newsletter Editor

In 1640, Paul Fleming wrote a poem entitled “An Sich.” The end of
the second stanza reads:

“Tu, was getan muss sein und eh man dirs gebeut.
Was du noch hoffen kannst, das wird noch stets geboren.”

Fleming indicates that you should do what needs to be done (and
before you are told to do it!), and that whatever you can imagine is
continually coming into being.

| often think of Fleming’s poem when | think about the role that li-
braries and librarians have the opportunity to play in these swiftly
changing times. In some ways, the role of the librarian will proba-
bly never change; in others, the role changes almost daily. ‘A col-
league of mine refers to librarians in our “new” roles as
“information engineers.” He’s probably not too far off the mark. In
the world global information access, the librarian can navigate the
available sources and filter out the needed information. The explo-
sion of available information in Cyberspace makes our role even
more valuable. Who better than a librarian to help navigate the
malleable landscape of Internet information resources?

We often forget, however, that we have to market ourselves and
sing our own praises! We provide the “human touch” that software,
search engines, and the Internet cannot. I'm looking forward to be-
ing a part of our changing role in the days and years ahead.

SOOI i
NI
LTI

To join, just send an email
message to Joe Edelen at:

jedelen@sundance.usd.edu

and tell him you’d like to
become an MPLA Listserv
member!

MPLA Offers

Professional Development Assistance!

Association members are encouraged to apply for grants,
mini-grants, and international grants, all of which may be
used for formal college or university classroom work, inde-
pendent study programs, attendance at workshops, confer-
ences or seminars, or participation in any other activity that
will benefit libraries and the library community in our region.
(Members are eligible after one full year of membership.)

For more information, contact:

Joe Edelen, MPLA Executive Secretary
I.D.Weeks Library
University of South Dakota
414 East Clark Street, Vermillion, SD 57069

Voice: 605/677-6082 Fax: 605/677-5488

Seminars
Institutes
Workshops
Coursework
Conferences
Research Projects

Independent Learning

Email: jedelen@sundance.usd.edu

Plan ahead now for your 1998 continuing cducation opportunities!
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Public Library Use in the
MPLA States, 1996

—Source: U.S. Department of Education
National Center for Education Statistics

National Household Education Survey (NHES)
Spring 1996
http://www.ed.gov/NCES/pubs/97446.html

MPLA States in Public Library Use, 1996

State Estimated Number Used Public Library Used public library
of Households (in  in the last month  in the last year
thousands) ~_(in percent) (incl. last month)

WALAT) (in percent)

50 State Total 99,088 44 65
Arizona 1,150 47 69
Colorado 1,503 50 71
Kansas 986 4§ 66
Montana 332 42 62
Nebraska 607 43 63
Nevada 580 48 66
North Dakota 247 39 58
Oklahoma 1,280 43 62
South Dakota 271 40 59
Utah 637 56 75
Wyoming 185 53 73

Four of the MPLA states, Utah (#2—tie), Wyoming (#4—tie), Colorado (#6), and Arizona (#8—
tie), respectively, fall into the top 10 ten states for public library use.

MW BRGSO

Southeast Library System
5730 R. Street, Suite C-1 402/467-6188
Lincoln, NE 68505 8C0/288-6063

402/467-6196 (FAX)
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Librarians Benefit

Opportunities for professional development
Continuing education programs

A forum for the exchange of ideas
Professional development grants

Support of regional library efforts

41949 d
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— Speciall 3-Price New Member Offer 3
New members calculate dues below, then reduce them by 50%!

MPLA Dues Schedule

(Membership year is calendar year)
O PersoNAL MEMBERSHIP — Open to anyone interested in library service. $15/yr. for those salaried at $15,000 or less.
Add $1.00 for each $1,000 above $15,000.
O ReTree, STUDENT, TRUSTEE MEMBERSHIP — $15.00/yr.
O INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIP — Libraries, business firms, and other institutions supporting the Association. Institutional
members also receive FREE advertising for job openings in the Newsletter! Membership fee is based on total annual budget.

(\,o

Under $100.000;. vidmtiosiisianmisds b $50/yr $300,000 - 499,999.......onvrrmerierennninn. $100/yr
$100,00077299 999.....crsciiummemineiossisssonishinase $75/yr $500:0000= Pt S ammporionss e imsioisisosiasod $125/yr

Name 1 New

Position/Title O Renewal

Institution

Business Address Work Phone ( __)

City State.— ZipCodes ool

Home Address ‘ Home Phone ()

City State: < Ziplede oot ek )

Email Address Preferred Mailing Address: 0 Business 1 Home

Section(s): QO Academic O Technical Services O State Agencies, Systems, & Cooperatives O Public Library/Trustee

T New Members Round Table O Children's & School O Preservation, Archives, & Special Collections 0 Government Documents
Interest Group: O Interlibrary Loan

It is important to indicate section preferences if you would like to vote for section officers!

I am interested in serving on the following committee(s): O Awards [ Finance O Bylaws & Procedures
3 Continuing Education A Intellectual Freedom O Professional Development O Public Relations/Membership
Mail to: Joseph R. Edelen, Jr., MPLA Executive Secretary

I.D.Weeks Library, University of South Dakota
414 East Clark Street, Vermillion, SD 57069-2390
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