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An online ballot will be emailed to all eligible voters via 
MemberClicks. The ballot will be sent to the email listed in 
MPLA member profiles, so now is a good time for  
members to login at mpla.us and update their profiles as 
needed. The online ballot will feature links to all candidate 
information sheets, in case voters need to review them.  

Results will be announced and the new  
officersô terms will begin at the New Mexico Library  
Association / Mountain Plains Library Association joint 
conference in Hotel Albuquerque in Old Town , October 
30-Nov 1. Thanks to all of the candidates for their  
willingness to serve!  
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The Mountain Plains & New Mexico Library Association Joint Conference pulls librarians from 12 
states and hosts the largest regional geography representation, pulling librarians, system  

administrators, and heads of state from Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming. Our region has  
experienced explosive population growth and unprecedented innovation in public service. See how 
libraries of all types are staying ahead of the curve! 

 

Our Associations believe in equitable access to knowledge sharing and collegial growth, which is 
why this is the least expensive multi-day professional association conference in the nation. Reserve 

a room at the Hotel Albuquerque in Old Town from Tuesday, October 29th, attend a Wednesday  
pre-conference session ($30 1/2 day, $60 full day), attend conference Thursday & Friday (music! 
field trips! snacks!), and stick around scenic Old Town after checking out Saturday morning.  

 

 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððïðððð 

 

Keynote Speaker Wanda Brown  
 

From Wanda's campaign: "I will bring leadership 
experience, a voice to represent our profession in 
addressing current issues, and the determination to 
promote the importance of libraries as  

successful contributors to our society. As the  
professional organization representing Americaôs 
libraries, it is vital for ALA to demonstrate the  
importance of our role in a complex and dynamic 

world of information. Our strength lies in numbers. 
Letôs be a partner in a stronger future." 

https://nmla.wildapricot.org/Joint-NMLA/MPLA-Conference  

https://nmla.wildapricot.org/Joint-NMLA/MPLA-Conference
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LǘΩǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ at[! ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛƴ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ 

of all kinds ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  [ƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŘƻΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

part of that for the past 29 years.   

I am very pleased to announce that MPLA recently voted to support the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies (COSLA) 

One Dollar Per Capita campaign to increase funding for the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) Grants to States 

program.  One dollar per capita represents a doubling of current funding for the Grants to States program. The current 

funding for Grants to States is $164 million. COSLA proposes to increase that funding level to $325 million. Funding for 

Grants to States has remained essentially flat for more than 20 years despite rising costs to state library agencies and 

local libraries.  Small and rural libraries have greatly benefited from LSTA funding and an increased federal investment in 

libraries would support lifelong learning, early literacy, economic growth and workforce development, services to 

veterans, community sustainability, and many other programs that grow communities and enrich the lives of persons of 

all ages ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ tƭŀƛƴǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ  at[! ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ȅou to reach out to your 

Congregational Delegation to support this investment in the libraries. 

MPLA and the New Mexico Library Association (NMLA) are hard at work planning an exciting joint conference that will 

be held October 30 through November 1, 2019 in Albuquerque, NM.  The Call for Proposals for the conference is open 

until June 15, 2019 so hurry and submit yours today! You can also book your room now at the Hotel Albuquerque Old 

Town at https://ti nyurl.com/nmlampla2019hotel.  Mark your calendars now and make plans to attend! 

Until next time,  

Leslie Langley , MPLA President 
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CALL FOR PRESENTATION PROPOSALS 
http://tinyurl.com/nmlampla2019 

 
Here are some important things to know: 
 
1. Submission deadline is June 15th; we will try to notify all submitters by July 1st. 
2. Include as much detail as possible on the proposal form. 
3. If you would like to present more than one session, please submit a separate form 
for each session. 
 
Questions?   

Please contact Bradley Carrington, Conference Program Chair, 
at Programs@NMLA.org  

http://tinyurl.com/nmlampla2019
mailto:Programs@NMLA.org
http://tinyurl.com/nmlampla2019
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Robin Newell 

Robin Newell, the Executive Director at the Emporia Public Library, 
has a passion for libraries and the people who frequent them. Her  
library career spans twenty years in diverse roles in Georgia,  

Nebraska and Kansas. As a fellow and mentor of the Mountain Plains 
Library Association Leadership Institute and alumnus of the American 
Library Association Leadership Institute and the Nebraska  
Leadership Institute, Newellôs personal service goal is to provide  

opportunities for library staff to grow leadership skills and encourage 
engagement in community and professional organizations. 

Newell is the Vice President of the Kansas Library Association and Past President of the  

Nebraska Library Association.  She has been actively involved in leadership and community 

building for over 40 years and is an alumnus of chamber leadership programs in Fremont, 

York and Sarpy County, Nebraska and Emporia, Kansas where she currently serves as a 

member of the Leadership Emporia/Step UP! team of facilitators. Newell is the past  

president of the Papillion, Nebraska and Emporia, Kansas Lions Club and is the vice 

president of the Emporia Rotary Club. 

ðððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Bradley Carrington, MPLA member since 2014 

 

Current Position: Chief of the Technical Services Bureau at the New 

Mexico State Library in Santa Fe, 2014 

Previous Position(s): 

Retired from the University of Kentucky: cataloging, reference, and  
collection development positions; served as President of the Libraries 
Faculty 

Education: 
B.A., Middle Tennessee State University 

M.Ln., Emory University 

Professional activities, especially those in MPLA or relevant to this position: 
MPLA: New Mexico representative, Awards Committee 
MPLA/KLA: Program Committee for the Wichita conference 
NMLA: Chair of the Program Committee and the Technical Services SIG 

What ability, talent, interest, or strength would you bring to this position? 
Programming and communication experience. I've been a librarian since 1985! 

What would you like to accomplish during your term of office? 
Curate and promote online learning courses. Increase funding for professional development 
grants. Explore and promote our archives. 
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Whitney Vitale  
 
 
Whitney Vitale is Assistant Professor and Interim Head of  

Access Services at Oklahoma State Universityôs Edmon Low  

Library where she oversees the Circulation & Information Desk, 

Interlibrary Services, stack management, course reserves, and 

the Edmon Low Creative Studios. Prior to this position, she 

served as Assistant Head of Access Services at OSU and as 

the Associate Library Director at the Boston Architectural College 

in Boston, MA. Whitney received her MLIS from Simmons  

College and has over a decade of experience in library public 

and access services. She is a member of several library  

organizations and served on numerous statewide, regional, and 

national library committees. She has been active in MPLA since 

2015, presenting and attending at the annual conferences and serving on the MPLA  

Membership Committee from 2015 to 2017.  

[ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ at[!Κ  Wǳǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ !ƳŀȊƻƴ {ƳƛƭŜΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 
tƭŀƛƴǎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǝŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ Φр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ƎƻƻŘǎ ǘƻ at[!Φ 

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/
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April was National Volunteer Appreciation Month and Douglas County Libraries (DCL) celebrated the  
contributions of its volunteers and their dedication to the library district and community. 

A total of 1,864 volunteers contributed more than 40,000 hours to DCL in 2018ðthat's nearly $1 million in  
donated time. Eighty-nine of those volunteers earned a President's Volunteer Service Award, a national 
award presented by the President's Council on Service and Civic Participation that honors those who inspire 

others to engage in volunteerism. 

"Our volunteers certainly share the library's passion and commitment to this community," said DCL's  

Department Head of Volunteer Services Ali Ayres. "Their volunteerism is inspiring, and it has the power to 
help others realize their own potential to make a difference." 

Library volunteers make a difference by: 

¶ Tutoring students in English as a second language  

¶ Reading to children at Douglas County early learning centers through the Book Start program 

¶ Helping struggling readers in grades 1-3 build skills through the Reading Buddies program  (Volunteer op-
portunities are available for teen buddies this summer at DCL's Highlands Ranch, Castle Rock, and Par-
ker locations!) 

¶ Coordinating the library's online and Second Chapter Used Bookstores 

¶ Assisting at library events, like the April 6 grand opening celebration at DCL's Highlands Ranch branch ð 
26 volunteers manned craft and activity stations, and others assembled 1,000 pinwheels and organized 
craft supplies in preparation for the event. 

¶ Shelving materials 

¶ And more! 

6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ -ÁËÅ 0ÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ )ÍÐÁÃÔ ÁÔ $ÏÕÇÌÁÓ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÉÅÓ  



MPLA Newsletter         9       June 2019ñJuly 2019  

 

https://www.emporia.edu/slim/
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Mark A. Puente is the Director of Diversity and Leadership Programs at the Association of Research 
Libraries (ARL), a position he's held since March of 2009. In this role, Puente directs all aspects of 
the Association's diversity, equity, inclusion, and leadership development programs, and serves as 
the ARL staff liaison to the ARL Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. Puente designs and 
administers numerous programs that seek to recruit people of color into careers in academic and  

research libraries and archives. He directs, and serves on the  
faculty of or serves on advisory groups to numerous leadership  
development programs such as the ARL Leadership Fellows  
Program, the ARL Leadership and Career Development Program, 
the Association of Academic Health Sciences Libraries' Leadership 
Fellows Program, the Archives Leadership Institute, and the S 
outheastern Museum Conference Leadership Institute. A frequent 
clinician, speaker, facilitator, and writer, Puente also works with  
numerous organizations (i.e. library, archive, museum, K-12  
education) on strategies for accelerating change in organizational 
culture, inclusion in the workplace, strategic planning, racial equity, 
diversity recruitment and retention, organizational climate, and  
numerous other topics. Puente has worked extensively with  
organizations and institutions across the United States and Canada 
and has presented internationally. He is a past participant of the 
ALA Spectrum Scholarship Leadership Institute, the Minnesota  
Institute for Early Career Librarians, and the Leadership Institute for 
Academic Librarians.    

June 7 - 12, 2020 
Yavapai College, Prescott, AZ 

Applications open for fellows and mentors June 1, 2019 
Mentor Applications Due: October 4, 2019 
Fellow Applications Due: November 8, 2019 

For the 12th MPLA Leadership Institute, we welcome Mark Puente,  
Director of Diversity and Leadership Programs at the Association of  

Research Libraries (ARL).  We also offer this invaluable experience at a new  
location: Yavapai College and timeframe of early June. 

Admittance to one of 30 slots is a competitive process.  
Plan your application now! 

Direct your questions to Aubrey Madler: coordinator@mpla.us 

More details are available on the MPLA Leadership Institute webpage. 

ΨΦΨΦ -0,! ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ  

)ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ -ÁÒË !Ȣ 0ÕÅÎÔÅ 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1QEWiNJeu8bB2BSdP0pEXW4g-hkVoIEFU
mailto:coordinator@mpla.us
https://mpla.us/quick-links/leadership-institute.html
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King Soopers/Kroger Community Awards Program There is a change in the King Soopers/Kroger 
rebate program which is effective this month. There are no longer grocery gift cards linked to MPLA. 
Instead, you can link your loyalty card to our MPLA Community Awards Program account.  
 
To do so:  Go to http://www.kingsoopers.com  
 
Once logged into your King Soopers/Kroger account, search for Mountain Plains Library  
Association by name or our account: KK820. Then click Enroll. New users will need to create an 
account which requires some basic information, a valid email address and a loyalty card. If you  
previously purchased grocery cards they may still be used and reloaded but they will no longer  
provide rebates for MPLA. Instead, there is a quarterly designated funding amount which is shared 
by all Community Rewards organizations. Amounts are determined by the percentage of purchases 
by each organization.  
 
If you are in an area with Kroger stores this is an easy way to support MPLA!  

'ÒÏÃÅÒÙ 2Å×ÁÒÄÓ 5ÐÄÁÔÅ 

http://www.kingsoopers.com
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The 2019 Arizona Library Association Virtual  
Conference, ñWhat You Donôt Learn in Library 
School,ò was held on April 4, with an estimated 200 
participants.  Sessions were recorded and are  
available on the AzLA Youtube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLKBiZiRSmSncGtlK8_4IBX6XnF3D8gXnu. 

Tempe Public Library is one 
of 30 finalists for the 2019 
National Medal for Museum 
and Library Service. Tempe 
Public Library is the only  
institution in Arizona to be 
selected as a finalist.  
Finalists are chosen because 
of their significant and  
exceptional contributions to their communities.  
Tempe Public Library stands out for programs such 
as the Tempe Book Bike, Dementia Friendly Tempe 
- Memory, FanCon, and wide range of programs 
that promote literacy and family engagement.   

Read more at https://www.tempe.gov/Home/
Components/News/News/13396.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library users in Cochise County may now use an 
existing library card at any of the twelve public  
library locations in the county.  The One County, 
One Card project was completed in May after two 
years of preliminary work carried out by the Cochise 
County Library District 
and the seven municipal  
libraries in the county.  
Although the libraries 
have freely shared  
materials for decades, 
and have offered a shared 
online catalog since 1997, 
this is the first time patron  
records have been shared 
between library locations.  

One County, One Card Virtual Conference 

2019 National Medal for  
Museum and Library Service Finalist  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKBiZiRSmSncGtlK8_4IBX6XnF3D8gXnu
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKBiZiRSmSncGtlK8_4IBX6XnF3D8gXnu
https://www.tempe.gov/Home/Components/News/News/13396
https://www.tempe.gov/Home/Components/News/News/13396
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This spring and summer, a number of public libraries have hosted or will be hosting programs highlighting 
what we can learn from the different cultures in our communities. The Mancos Public  
Library,  Mancos, CO, celebrated National Poetry Month by inviting community members to see and hear  
Esther Belin, Gloria Emerson, Tina Deschenie and Venaya Yazzie, four Navajo women who shared their art 
and poetry. In May, the Boulder Public Library will have a program on health from an indigenous Nahuas  
approach by making ung¿entos (ointments) in and easy and traditional way. And, in June, the Bud Werner 
Public Library in Steamboat Springs will host an evening with Tibetan physician Dr. Jampa Yonten who will 
share the Tibetan view on death, dying, and rebirth. 
 

At ALA Annual's IFRT Awards Recognition Fundraising Breakfast on Saturday, June 22,  CLiC's Executive 
Director, Jim Duncan, will be presented with the Intellectual Freedom Round Table's (IFRT's) Immroth Award 
for his work against the recent attack on information access.  
 
The attack, which focused on access to EBSCO databases, eventually took the form of a lawsuit against the 
Colorado Library Consortium (CLiC) and EBSCO. While Jim's and CLiC's work resulted in CLiC being  
removed from the suit, there are still organized attacks against public and school libraries providing access to 
online content.  

Everyone should continue to be proactive by sharing speaking points and helping libraries in their state when 
it comes to managing databases, informing educators and community leaders about the claims versus the 
truth, and sharing any news of activities with MPLA members in addition to ALA's Office of Intellectual 
Freedom. If you would like to use the manual developed by CLiC in this effort, please follow this link 
<https://www.dropbox.com/s/ml8mvcq3ehgcf3y/Understanding-Strident-Claims-About-Electronic-
Resources.pdf?dl=0>  

A Variety of Libraries Sharing a Variety of Cultures 

Intellectual Freedom Round Tableôs Immroth Award 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ml8mvcq3ehgcf3y/Understanding-Strident-Claims-About-Electronic-Resources.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ml8mvcq3ehgcf3y/Understanding-Strident-Claims-About-Electronic-Resources.pdf?dl=0
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The Olathe Public Library in Olathe, KS embraced 
the Earth Day motto of reduce, reuse, recycle with a 
newer term - upcycling.  The idea is to create  

something thatôs more valuable than the materials 
you initially had.  Staff members donated odds and 
ends like old clothes, a stuffed animal, a picture 

frame ð even a case that once housed large floppy 
disks--- for the program held on April 23rd.   

Amy Eiben, adult programming librarian, said she 
wanted people to ñcome in and take a look at what 

we have there and see what inspires them and 
make something new with something old.ò 

ñYou really have to get creative when youôre working 
with stuff thatôs familiar but in a different way,ò she 
said.  Itôs a sentiment the library is embracing as its 

Indian Creek branch prepares to move into its new 
location this summer. 

ñWhen the new building opens, weôre going to have 
a really high-tech space,ò Eiben said. ñRight now, 

our downtown makerspace is mostly used for hands
-on craft-type making. People come in to use the 
sewing machines pretty regularly. This is kind of a 

way to move our making toward that more  
self-directed DIY model.ò 

The new building will focus more on technology, 

while craft-making will have a home at the  

downtown branch. 

 

 

Kansas Library Association Endorsement  Earth Day Upcycling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NORTON, KS: The Kansas Library Association 
(KLA) voted during their council meeting in April to 
endorse the Kansas Health Foundationôs Kansas 
Kids Canôt Wait to Read early literacy campaign  
introduced statewide earlier this year.  The  
campaign shows parents and caregivers why their 
kids need to experience reading, starting when they 
are just a few months old. The campaign also  
elevates the abundant reading resources available 
across the state and lets parents know they have 
what it takes to give their kids a successful future. 

For further information about Kansas Kids Canôt 
Wait to Read, please contact KHF Media Contact 
Kristi Zukovich at kzukovich@khf.org or  
316-491-8419. For further information about the 
Kansas Library Association, please contact Robin 
Newell, newellr@emporialibrary.org or  
620-340-6464. 
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Daniels County Library 

in Scobey, KS  

celebrated National 

Library week by asking 

their patrons to write 

down why they loved 

the Library on  

heart-shaped sticky 

notes. Librarians then 

covered a wall with the 

hearts.  

 

 

Each semester, Montana State University (MSU) 
Library provides its students with a way to de-stress 

during Dead Week and Finals Week.  Paws to De-
Stress, began when Intermountain Therapy Animals 

brought their dogs to the library for 2 hours each 
day during these stress-filled weeks. Sitting quietly 
with the dogs allows students to take a moment to 

breathe, relax, and refocus.  

This semester the library added some new ways to 

help students relax and de-stress. We set up a Star 
Wars Relaxation Day which provided students with 

trivia, coloring, Lego building, video clips, music, 
origami, puzzle building, mazes, and other stress-
relieving activities. We also invited the campus-run 

group, Tabletop Brigade, to provide a variety of 
games which allowed students to shift their focus 
away from the anxiety of finals for a brief time. One 

exciting addition was having local members of the 
501st Legion, MT501st.com, attend Star Wars  

Relaxation Day in their Star Wars costumes to pose 
with students for pictures. Their light-hearted and 
positive interactions with students brought smiles to 

many stressed faces.  

Library Love Hearts! 

Last semester the President of MSU approached 

the library staff with a very unique request... include 

Alpacas in De-Stress Fest. President Cruzado saw 

the Alpacas of Montana at a local Ace Hardware 

Store and was moved by how much joy they 

brought to shoppers and spectators. President  

Cruzado asked that the library include them in the 

next event. The Alpacas of Montana took part in our 

spring 2019 De-Stress Fest by setting up in front of 

the library April 23rd and 24th from 1-5pm. Hoof it to 

the Library was an outstanding success, allowing 

students to walk by and simply view the alpacas, or 

stop to learn fascinating facts about these adorable 

animals. Student attendance was high and faculty 

and staff saw many happy, relaxed faces. 

On April 24th, Lewis & Clark  
Library Director John Finn  

unveiled the Library's new logo 
today. The new logo the  
Library's past combined with its 

vision for the future.  Working 
with Luke Duran, Element L  

Design, Library staff sought to 
select a logo that was mindful of 
the Library's long tradition of serving  

Lewis and Clark County." The bison head is a very 
important part of our logo's history and staff felt very 
strongly that we incorporate it into the new design," 

explained Finn. Duran explains the importance of 
the bison in the new logo: "A bison has long served 

as the Library's unofficial mascot, and is an  
important visual element of the brand. In the new 
logo. A front facing bison head is prominently  

featured, framed within a crest." 

In 2018, Lewis & Clark Library put forth a temporary 

one-year identity that celebrated the Library's 150th 
anniversary. The Library now has a new logo and 

visual identity to move forward into the next 150 
years.  Finn explains that "the Lewis & Clark Library 
prides itself on being adaptive to new technologies, 

trends, and resources and this new logo  
encapsulates that. We will always strive to provide 
the best possible library services to our community." 

The new logo is featured on the Library's website, 

www.lclibrary.org, and the Library will be switching 

over all print materials and other items to the new 

logo in the coming months.  

Lewis & Clark Library Unveils New Logo 

End of Semester Destress 

http://www.lclibrary.org
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The Kearney Public Libraryôs Makerspace opened in 

January and community interest and usage is  
increasing. Machines can be reserved online or by 

calling the library.  

La Vista Public Library, La Vista, NE has been  
selected as one of 16 public libraries nationwide 

to receive a $10,000 American Dream Literacy  

Initiative grant from the American Library  

Association (ALA) and Dollar General Literacy 

Foundation. 

Governor Pete Ricketts announced that Matt Mason 

of Omaha has been designated as Nebraska's next 

State Poet. Matt Mason has worked for years with 

Omaha Public Library on Poetry events and is a  

user of the library. 

 

 

 

Makerspace 

 

 

 

The Churchill County Library in Fallon, NV received 

the Best Marketing Award from the Fallon Chamber 

of Commerce at their 16th Annual Awards and  

Appreciation Banquet in February.  ñI have long felt 

that libraries arenôt great at marketing all the  

countless services and resources we work so hard 

to fund and provide to the public. Our print  

marketing has always been strong and I made a 

conscious effort over a year ago to focus on a more 

aggressive social media campaign. Clearly the  

public noticed. This award is especially gratifying 

because award recipients are chosen by a vote from 

the community,ò said Carol Lloyd, Library Director. 

Librarian Joe Salsman handles the social media at 

the Churchill County Library and he is pictured  

accepting the award from Pamela Ferguson,  

Director, Fallon Chamber of Commerce.  Fallon is 

located 63 miles east of Reno. 

Best Marketing Award 

American Dream Literacy 

State Poet 
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The New Mexico State Library, in collaboration with 
Santa Fe Opera and Embudo Valley Library, is  
continuing a three year program to bring the theater 
and arts education to public libraries.  
 
Santa Fe Opera Educator 
Charles Gamble provides 
Improv workshops to both 
children and adults. Gamble 
trained in physical theater at 
L'Ecole Internationale de 
Th®©tre Jacques Lecoq in 
Paris, at the Roy Hart  
Institute for Voice in 
Mal®rargues, France, and at 
Shakespeare and Company in Lenox,  
Massachusetts. Charles teaches drama at New 
Mexico School for the Arts and manages the Active 
Learning Through Opera outreach program for the 
Santa Fe Opera. 
 
In 2018 a pilot program brought seven sessions to 
three libraries with the help of a grant from the  
National Endowment for the Humanities and support 
from the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs. 
In 2019 the program will expand to several tribal 
libraries in Northern New Mexico, and 2020 will see 
an even larger expansion of the program. 
 
State Librarian Eli Guinnee says, "We believe that 
arts education has tremendous value. The Opera 
Program brings arts enrichment to communities as a 
partnership between the Santa Fe Opera and our 
public and tribal libraries. But we don't want it to end 
when our arts educator leaves the library. We want 
the program to be the spark that helps make arts 
partnerships an integral part of the community. 
When arts is a part of the community, we help  
children grow, we improve quality of life, and we 
strengthen community fabric." A one day retreat for 
librarians and arts educators is being planned, with 
a goal of finding ways to grow the program both 
within the communities and to new communities 
statewide. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The New Mexico Hispanic Cultural Center  
celebrated its first NHCC Childrenôs Bilingual Book 
Festival. The focus on Spanish-English and Native 
Language-English books and authors made this  
festival particularly meaningful and vibrant,  
reflecting the identities of many children in New 
Mexico and the Southwest. The festival encourages 
children to see themselves in contemporary  
childrenôs literature as well as introduce a bilingual 
body of work to a wider audience. The festival  
emphasized books for readers in grades K-6, 
though there were activities for kids of all ages, 
 including families. 
 
Also, libraries all over New Mexico, please register 
your D²a programs! <http://cs.ala.org/websurvey/
alsc/dia/index.cfm> D²a is known as the Childrenôs 
Day, Book Day, El d²a de los ni¶os, El d²a de los 
libros. It was founded by New Mexico author, Pat 
Mora, and signifies our daily commitment to reading. 
D²a is a collaboration of national and state library 
and literacy organizations, educators, presses and 
readers creatively striving to share bookjoy and its 
importance. Culminating in April Childrenôs Day, 
Book Day celebrations unite communities. April 
book fiestas are held in libraries, schools, homes, 
parks, etc.,often on or near April 30th.   

Summer Arts Education Programs Foster  
Community Growth 

Bilingual Children's Book Festival plus  
D²a Day all over! 

http://cs.ala.org/websurvey/alsc/dia/index.cfm
http://cs.ala.org/websurvey/alsc/dia/index.cfm

